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WAKE, AWAKE, FOR THE NIGHT IS FLYING
Wake, awake, for night is flying; the watchmen on the heights are crying:
awake, Jerusalem, at last!
Midnight hears the welcome voice and at the thrilling cry rejoices;
come forth, ye virgins, night is past;
the Bridegroom comes, awake; Your lamps with gladness take;
Hallelujah!
And for his marriage feast prepare for ye must go and meet him there.
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Heather Heyer, 32, was killed in the wake of clashes between “Unite the Right” white nationalist
rally-goers and people gathered in counter-protest. A white supremacist, filled with the disease of
hatred and intent on causing harm, drove a speeding car into the crowd of marchers, striking her.
At her memorial service, Heather’s father Mark lamented to roughly 1,000 in attendance that no
father should have to bury his child. He cried for his daughter who “wanted to put down hate.”
Heather was a Charlottesville, VA resident who joined with hundreds like her to protest and
condemn what was believed to be the largest gathering of white supremacists in a decade —
among them, Neo-Nazis embodying Adolf Hitler’s hatred of Jews, and members of the Ku Klux
Klan. There, Heather wore a shirt emblazoned with the words, If you’re not outraged, you’re not
paying attention.
When I think of Heather and those who witnessed with her, I think about the challenge to the
church to stay awake. Do we “hear the watchmen on the heights are crying,” crying for us to come
awake at last?
Heather’s life and death are a siren for us to stay awake to the reality of what has happened, is
happening, and will continue to happen until and unless good people acknowledge and confess
that racism, privilege, and bias are not our friend. Evil eventually comes after us all.
If you’re not outraged, you’re not paying attention. How are we doing? Are we paying attention?
Last month, Congressman Keith Ellison hosted a forum at Redeemer focused on, “Saving the
Environmental Protections Agency,” alerting us to the alarming levels of toxic lead in Minnesota’s
drinking water and in homes. If we are not outraged, we are not paying attention.
On August 19th, the Star Tribune published an article recounting the further declining rates of
home ownership among Black, Hispanic, and poor families in a highly competitive housing
market. People are losing homes and being shut out of their neighborhoods. If we are not
outraged, we are not paying attention.
The hymn I shared above, Wake Awake, for Night Is Flying, is an advent hymn. One of my
longtime favorites, it is a reminder to keep awake for a better day that’s coming. It is a reminder to
stay awake for that day when justice and concern roll down for all God’s creation. It is a hymn
pointing toward what Martin Luther King described as the Beloved Community. May we stay
awake, outraged by injustice, ever seeking to be reconciled to one another and to God.
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FROM THE PASTORAL INTERN
Hello Redeemer! My name is Matt Canniff-Kesecker and on Wednesday,
August 16 I began my year as your new vicar/pastoral intern. Since then I
have had quite the introduction to your ministry here! You may notice that my
starting date coincided with your annual block party. What an awesome first
day that was! Pastor Kelly told me that if I could make it to the block party, I
would really get a taste of what life at Redeemer is about, and he was right.
It was a wonderful thing to behold, watching throughout the afternoon as
dozens of volunteers descended on Redeemer's campus, all doing their part
to prepare for the celebration. Folks from all the organizations came and set
up their tables, each ready to share their passions with the community. And then the people came - over
650, I hear - from Redeemer, the neighborhood, other churches, and all across the city, filling this place to
the brim with fellowship and life. It was, to me, a true celebration of community, and a statement from
Redeemer that in the face of real evils all around us in the world, Jesus always brings people together to
share abundant life.
I will miss worshiping with y'all on Labor Day weekend as I go back to North Carolina to celebrate the
wedding of one brother and the ordination of another. I'll return the next week with my wife Aubrey and
our two-year-old daughter Nora, ready to invest in relationships here, to learn from how you embody the
church at Redeemer, and to see where God leads us in building the beloved community that is the
kingdom of God on earth. I can't wait! Peace!

FROM OUR LUTHERAN VOLUNTEER
CORPS
Hi everyone, my name is Elizabeth Gordon, but everyone knows me as
“Bitta.” Bitta is a nickname I’ve had since I was a baby and it’s stuck
with me throughout my entire life. I am originally from Racine, WI. I went
to Luther College in a small town in Iowa called Decorah and graduated
with a degree in Business Management. I now live in the Winona LVC
house in the Phillips neighborhood with five other LVC volunteers. I am
excited about this coming year with Redeemer and I hope to learn and
grow as an individual as well as a community member.
Hi all, my name is Ian Magnuson. I have lived in the suburbs of
Chicago most of my life and recently graduated from Augustana
College, IL where I studied studio art, cultural anthropology, and
religion. I am a member of the Imani Lutheran Volunteer Corps House
in North Minneapolis. I am looking forward to being part of Redeemer’s
communications team and getting to know the surrounding community
throughout this next year! I want to thank everyone for their warm
welcome and good wishes as I start this year of service.
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Redeemer Youth
Kieara goes to Augsburg College Youth Theology Institute
>> Kieara (Keke) Sampson Kjesbo-Johnson represented
Redeemer at the Augsburg College Youth Theology Institute
(ACYTI) at the end of June, where the theme was God’s
Mosaic: Diversity is Good News. Through sociology and
theology classes and related field trips exploring community,
the students developed and researched their own thesis which
was then co-published through individual essays. Below is an
excerpt from KeKe’s essay entitled, “Understanding Racism to
Bring Community Together.” We are so proud of her!
“God loved the world so much that He Sent Jesus to lay
down His life for us.’ (John 3:16). Racism, it’s everywhere,
but the last place you would think of it being racist would be at
church. Some churches are passively racist and are racially
segregated. ‘Jesus loves the little children, All the children of
the world; Red and yellow, black and white, All are precious in
his sight. Jesus loves the little children of the world’ (Sunday
School Song). This song was meant for people to understand
that Jesus wanted to have all of his people together and to
understand that we are all loved and do not need to be racially segregated in churches. The “World”
obviously includes all ethnic groups. In order for people to understand that you are all loved and can
worship together is for them to realize that we are all important in this world and we are all siblings in
Christ. I want all people to come together as a family, worship together and respect each other.”

NORTH MINNEAPOLIS YOUTH BANK >> Over the last
year, young people aged 15-24 from North Minneapolis
have been gathering to identify issues in their
communities, design a grant application, recruit and select
applicants, and give out $2,700 for their projects. This
year’s grant winners are Blia Yang (Diverse Backgrounds
Breaking Stereotypes: $500); Johanna Easley & Traiveon
Dunlap (Launch of Dream2Reality: $600); Kyara Lambert
(Breaking Stereotypes Show: $600); and Amina Smaller,
Angel Smaller, Yonci Jamison, & Savannah Thomas
(Northside Youth Council Hip Hop Event: $1,000). For
more information about Youth Bank or to get involved, visit
redeemercenter.org/northside-youth-bank or email us at
youth_bank@redeemercenter.org!
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Summer at Redeemer
15th ANNUAL BLOCK PARTY >>
For the first time in 15 years, the
Redeemer Annual Block Party was
rained-in, but that didn’t stop us from
showing up in solidarity with
Charlottesville. We spread ourselves
across the Redeemer campus to offer
our neighbors food, games, music,
and spaces for conversation and
reflection. Overall, it was a huge
success despite our last minute
changes!

URBAN VBS >> Redeemer, Messiah and ECLC gathered for our annual Urban VBS with the theme of “Unity!
Unique! Ubuntu! I Am Because We Are”. We had over 30 youth, 11 high school leaders, and 10 adults and
countless volunteers participate. This year, we had the chance to take a bus to all of the congregations and
stay at a hotel. Kids engaged with how the bible story impacts each of our different context through art, music,
games, and more. We were grateful for all the support from the Redeemer community to make this event
possible.
VENTURE NORTH BIKE CAMP>> A Word from
Derek Otte: At the start of my last week as an
employee of Venture North Bike Walk and Coffee, I’m
looking back on a great couple of years being a part
of the bike shop within the RFCL mothership. When I
started at VN, it was a place to work as I embarked
upon a masters degree in social work. It ended up
being the perfect place to transition. I have learned so
much in my position as a shop manager, a part-time
mechanic, and as this summer’s program coordinator
organizing Bike Camp and Kid's Open Shop - lessons
that will undoubtedly serve me well moving forward.
It's amazing how many opportunities abound when
creative people come together for a common purpose
and enthusiasm for something as simple as bicycles.
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Summer at Redeemer

CONGRESSMAN KEITH ELLISON speaks at Redeemer on Saving the EPA >> Congressman Ellison held a
forum in the Redeemer sanctuary on Wednesday night, August 16th, and invited multiple people to speak at the
forum and share their stories and thoughts about an issue that has seriously affected the North Minneapolis area
for years. Taking into consideration policy changes the U.S. is now facing, in particular as regards budget cuts
the Environmental Protection Agency and other critical agencies are facing, Congressman Ellison encouraged
North Siders saying, “This is not the time to cut back, this is the time to move forward.” The forum addressed
some important concerns like how North Minneapolis has the highest hospitalization rate in all of Minnesota and
has had more reported cases of lead poisoning than Flint, Michigan. Among the various speakers was a mother
from the North Minneapolis community whose son suffered lead poisoning after her family moved into an
apartment with lead issues and her landlord failed to notify them of the crisis. Her tragic experience propelled
her to take action with Congress, a cause she’s still fighting for today. At the end of the evening, another guest
closed the forum, pointing to community members and movements who are actively working for better air and
water, and for a better environment as a whole.

FISHING WITH FAITH >> Redeemer’s annual “Fishing
with Faith” outing with Faith Lutheran Church in Wadena,
MN was a great opportunity to enjoy the beautiful outdoors
and connect with one another on Lake Waconia. There
was a lot of laughter, excitement and of course fish being
caught with a little friendly competition! We appreciate the
members of Faith for hosting and welcoming us with their
amazing hospitality!
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SUMMER INTERN UPDATE
GOODBYE, STEP-UP INTERNS! >> On Thursday, August 17th, Redeemer said goodbye to its 19 high
school STEP-UP interns, though Redeemer’s impact on them and their impact on our community will
reverberate long after the summer. Through their work in the Venture North Bike Walk Coffee shop as
baristas, NouChee and Namesha will both go on to full time work at Venture North and Starnbucks,
respectively. Our seven bike shop interns worked to refurbish more than 150 bikes and delivered some to
our community. A few of them will be returning as employed Mechanics. And our Health Commons interns
spent the summer learning how to take blood pressure, give massages, and serve the general health of
their communities.
The Community Leadership interns spent the summer learning about different topics that impact North
Minneapolis and felt that their work mentoring younger children was especially important. “We all connected
with the kids, each one of the kids. We love the kids and the kids love us,” said Qali. They took the children
on several field trips through the summer “Kids in Action” program and particularly enjoyed canoeing at
Theodore Wirth Park Lake.
All of them leave us with an appreciation for the value of hard work, team cooperation, and both enjoyable
and employable skills to take forward into adulthood. As part of their last week at Redeemer, all of the
interns met with a financial planner who helped give them skills around how to use their paycheck. They
each expressed a sense of pride in the money they earned this summer hope to stay connected to
Redeemer through the school year.
THANK YOU To Our Community Partners >> Our
summer was stretched and strengthened by the time and
investment from our community partners! They taught our
Redeemer STEP-UP interns about a variety of topics
related to North Minneapolis. Please join Redeemer in a
moment of gratitude and THANKS to the following
amazing and generous contributors:
**Larry Hiscock - Nexus Community Partners
**T. Williams - Elder, resident of North Minneapolis
**Farrington Llewelyn - West Broadway Coalition
**Breaking Bread Cafe/Appetite for Change
**Andre Dukes - Northside Achievement Zone
**KMOJ Radio Station
**Jeff Washburne - Community Lakes Community
Land Trust
**Paul Bauknight - Urban Homeworks
**Harrison Neighborhood Association
**Shannon Conk - Theodore Wirth Park
**Miah Ulysses- Northside Fresh Coalition
**Ben Batz- Good Leadership University
**Kiara Ellis - U of M Masonic Cancer Center
**Kimberly Pruitt - Nomrah Consulting, LLC
**Fairview- Health Commons
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Goodbye, Angela Bonfiglio
Greetings Church,
With bittersweet gratitude and humility, I am sharing with you that I have
given my resignation to end my full time employment at Redeemer,
effective August 31st.
Six and half years ago, as a sophomore at Augsburg College, a mentor
of mine encouraged me to meet with Pastor Kelly in regards to a
scholarship I was applying to. Soon after, he was having me attend an
Isaiah six-week workshop with Babette, Lonna and Caleb. That fall, he
invited me to work on some administrative duties with Redeemer
Afterschool Program (R.A.P.). I was hesitant at first, with my limited
experience in this community and with this program, and I thought I
would be working behind the scenes. I very quickly realized Pastor Kelly
had a different vision for my role: I would be redesigning the
program along with a team of staff and volunteers.
Now, six years later, I realize this opportunity given to me is
the same opportunity Redeemer has given to so many: to
explore and develop our leadership and gifts in a beloved
community, for the sake of this community and the greater
world. It has been my pleasure to work with so many
members of the congregation and staff over the years who
have taught and partnered with me to learn and grow, there
are too many to name.
Youth retreats and travels, co-leading the Detroit National
Youth Gathering, creating the RAP Squad Album, “Voices
Making Change,” making jewelry with Redeemer Youth
Handmade, time in fellowship, developing Youth Bank,
supervising a myriad of internship cohorts, and of course the
Annual Block Parties have been highlights of my employment
at Redeemer. Most of all I will cherish the relationships I have
built during my time here.
As I have grown, I have had the opportunity to see and support
so many youth grow and mature into amazing young leaders
who invest in their communities. From kids in the church, to
interns I have worked with from the community, I have been so
blessed to grow along side them and support them on their journeys.
In both challenging and exciting times, this community has supported me in my life’s journey. As
I move forward, be assured I won’t be far. I’ll still be around, living in the Harrison neighborhood,
participating as a Northside leader. As I transition into what is next for me, I do plan to stay
connected.
Thank you, Redeemer community, and youth, for all the love and support you’ve given me over
the years.
With Love, Angela
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Announcements
HELLO, REVEREND BABETTE CHATMAN! >> It was seventeen
years ago that Babette Chatman said Yes to a move from a life of
familiarity to a rollercoaster ministry at Redeemer. On September
24th, at 3:00 pm, that ride will culminate in the celebration of
Babette's ordination as pastor in the Evangelical Lutheran Church in
America. We are thankful that with God’s help, we will be able to
work alongside Redeemer, Minneapolis Synod congregations, and
partners to celebrate the leadership and many gifts Babette will offer
as associate pastor in ministry.
Save the date: Sunday, September 24, 3:00 pm at Redeemer.

RALLY DAY & SUNDAY SCHOOL BEGINS SEPT 17 >>
School is back in session, and that means Sunday School will begin
again, too! The new year of Sunday school will officially begin on
Rally Sunday, September 17th. Young people ages 4 to 10 are
invited to participate in a new year of stories, games, art, and sharing
God's love with each other. Thank you to all the parents, volunteers,
and young people who made Redeemer's Family Vacation Bible
School this summer a fun success! If you are interested in
volunteering your time and talents to support this important ministry,
please contact Helen Collins at (906) 204-0917 or
helen@redeemercenter.org.
BACKPACKS FOR ACADEMIC SUCCESS >> Thank you to
everyone who donated to Doris Branch’s Thrivent Action Team
for school supplies. Access to necessary school supplies is
key to academic success. Thank you for helping our
neighborhood students reach their full potential at school this
year!
If you are interested in applying for a Thrivent Action Team of
volunteers and $250 seed money for a fundraising, education,
or service event, contact Mary at 612-636-5104 or
development@redeemercenter.org.
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Church Updates
Isaiah 58:10 – ...if you pour yourself out for the hungry and
satisfy the desire of the afflicted, then shall your light rise

FINANCIAL UPDATE: Jan – June 2017

Year to Date Revenue

Romans 12:18 – If possible, so far as it depends on
you, live peaceably with all.

Budgeted Revenue

During this relatively quiet time in our church calendar,
but highly contentious time globally, I have been
reflecting on Paul’s message to the church housed in
the capital of the Roman Empire. Specifically, his
message on the marks of a true Christian: Romans
12:9-21. It is worth a re-read right now.

Year to Date Expense

$240,229.18

Budgeted Expense

$246,303.82

If you have any questions you can contact me via
phone: 612.231.8323 or email: mtarras@gmail.com

Budgeted Monthly Tithes

Staff

$243,782.02

Average Monthly Tithes

Budgeted Partner Giving

$3,333.00

Executive Council Members

Matt Canniff-Keskecker: Pastoral Intern

Vice President: Phillip Hussong

Babette Chatman: Ministry Team

Secretary: Yordanos Martin

Amy Koopman: Office Administration &
Communications

Treasurer: Mike Terras
Council Ministers:

Erica S.Schultz: Communications

Education: Helen Collins

Kent Goodroad, Alyssa Schwitzer: Music
Ministry

Evangelism/Outreach: Kristen G.

Tyrone Wade: Maintenance Staff

Service/Advocacy: Heather Nissen

Jia Brown: Associate Director of Community
Engagement

Property: Stuart Munk

Bitta Gordon: Lutheran Volunteer Corps

$17,749
$2044.48

President: Jeff Felton

Jennifer Dodd: Christensen Residential Learning

$11,898.52

Average Monthly Partner Giving

Kelly Chatman: Senior Pastor

Laurie Beckman Yetzer: Bookkeeper

$169,916.48

Fellowship: Led by the committee

Stewardship: Amy Brandt
Worship, Arts & Music: Mike M.
Youth: Mario Locust

Ian Magnuson: Lutheran Volunteer Corps
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Calendar
EVERY WEEK AT REDEEMER: Join us for these ongoing events!
Sunday
Adult Bible
Study,
9:00AM,
Library
Prayer &
Praise,
10:00AM,
Church
Worship &
Liturgy,
10:30AM,
Church

Monday

Tuesday

Health and
Wellness,
3:00-6:00PM,
Living Room
(1st & 3rd
Monday)

Busy Fingers
Fellowship &
Crafting,
9:00-12:00PM
Sewing Room

Open 12 Step
Program,
6:00PM,
Fellowship Hall

Health &
Wellness,
3:00-7:00PM,
Living Room

Wednesday
$1 Coffee at
Venture
North Bike,
Walk, &
Coffee
11:00AM7:00PM

Thursday

Healing
Circle,
5:00-7:00PM,
Living Room

Zumba,
6:00-7:00PM,
Fellowship
Hall

Zumba,
6:00-7:00PM,
Living Room

Church Office
Closes at
12:00PM
Harrison
Health and
Wellness
Yoga,
6:00-7:00PM,
Living Room

Saturday
Men’s
Group,
10:00AM12:00PM,
Upstairs

Open 12 Step
Program,
6:00PM,
Fellowship Hall

SAVE THE DATE!

WORSHIP LEADERS
September
3

September
10

September
17

September
24

Greeter

Stephanie
Holloway

Stephanie
Holloway

Stephanie
Holloway

Stephanie
Holloway

Reader

Amy & Paul
Koopman

Rachel
Birkedal

Geoff & Josie
Meyer

Dana Nissan

Usher

Michael
Simmons

Michael
Simmons

Michael
Simmons

Michael
Simmons

September 17 - Rally Sunday: Sunday school
& Fall Programming Begin
September 17 - Angela Bonfiglio Reception

Friday

Following Service, Fellowship Hall
September 19 - Church Council
7:00-8:30PM, Church
September 24 - Babette’s Ordination
3:00PM, Church
September 22- H-Cubed
7:30PM, Living Room

Communion

Michael &
Kristi Murray

Michael &
Kristi Murray
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IN THIS ISSUE:
Intern & LVC Introductions, Summer
Programming Recap, Fall Preview, and
more!

JOIN US SUNDAYS:
Adult Bible Study: 9:00 A.M.
Prayers & Praise: 10:00 A.M.
Worship: 10:30 A.M.
Church Office Hours:
Monday-Thursday: 9:00-4:00 P.M.
Friday: 9:00 A.M.-12:00 P.M.
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