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A SONG FOR AUTUMN MARY OLIVER
Don’t you imagine the leaves dream now
how comfortable it will be to touch
the earth instead of the
nothingness of the air and the endless
freshets of wind? And don’t you think
the trees, especially those with
mossy hollows, are beginning to look for
the birds that will come—six, a dozen—to sleep
inside their bodies? And don’t you hear
the goldenrod whispering goodbye,
the everlasting being crowned with the first
tuffets of snow? The pond
stiffens and the white field over which
the fox runs so quickly brings out
its long blue shadows. The wind wags
its many tails. And in the evening
the piled firewood shifts a little,
longing to be on its way.

CONVERSATIONS
PASTOR JEN COLLINS
Conversations.
I wonder: What type of conversations you
are having in this month?
It is an adventure in our house most nights
trying to juggle evening zoom calls,
whipping up a dinner that
everyone will eat, balancing kid and pet duty. There are even nights we
barely see each other until we lay down for bed, and that might just be
seeing the other person already asleep. In all the busyness of our lives,
there are still moments. Those might possibly be my favorite, even for this
enthusiastic extrovert.
Our nighttime ritual we strive to practice in our house is to bless, read and
rest.
Bless: “Jesus loves you and so do I.” Add a cross on each other’s forehead.
Read: We have tried to explore various genres but also try a faith focused
story too. (Some of our favorites are Frolic Jesus storybook Bibles, Spark
Frolic Board Books, Linsey Davis books)
Rest.
Some nights it takes us a while to get to the Rest stage of our ritual. One
night a few weeks ago, it was my turn to read books with Faora. We
snuggled in for the night having chosen three or four short stories. At her
request I was reading about Jesus’ birth story. Faora had forgotten
whether it was Easter or Christmas that happens in the wintertime. I
chuckled, “That’d be Christmas but we get ready for Christmas in Advent.”
“How do you spell that, mom?” she inquired. “A-D-V-E-N-T, Advent” I
responded, and started reading again.
However, this silent night of listening to me read was anything but silent
and filled with curious conversation. About every few sentences into the
story there was a question…
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CONVERSATIONS
CONTINUED
"Do Angels really exist? If they fly, how big
are their wings or do they just appear like
magic? Mary was a teenager? Is riding a
donkey like riding a horse? Is an Inn like a
hotel? Why couldn’t they take Mary to a
hospital? Jesus really is God? How does
that work? What is it like in heaven?"
What type of conversations are you having?!
Life is lived through conversation, no matter your age communicating is as
essential as water and food. There is a sacredness to the exchanges we
have with one another, I hope that we will be willing in this month to
immerse ourselves in conversation. I invite you to call someone from our
Redeemer community you haven’t spoken to in a while, what type of
conversation might you discover?
As you listen deeply, maybe hopes and fears will be shared, or might you
stumble upon unpacking theological and eschatological questions with a
7-year old? Whatever conversations you have within this month and
beyond, I pray that they draw us deeply into ourselves and more
profoundly into the world.

A quote to ponder:
“People fail to get along because they fear
each other, they fear each other because they
don’t know each other; they don’t know each
other because they have not communicated
with each other.”
- Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.

COUNCIL PRESIDENT
UPDATE: MIKE TARRAS
Okay. We are in the final few months of the
year. There are still so many things to
accomplish in our calendar. But, the council
is focusing on making sure we can move
into 2023 with a full and inspired council of
ministers and with strong leadership on the
RCFL board. Also, we are starting, and will
have a successful stewardship campaign.
Why am I so confident it will be successful?
Well, it goes way beyond generosity for me. My family will be and has been
generous with time and treasure. But I am grateful for this community and
I know my story is not unique. But the trust you have shown in me, and the
amount of growth my family has enjoyed here are amazing. Redeemer has
given me back my faith not only in God, but in myself. I can never repay
that gift.
I joined Redeemer because the values it demonstrated and the values it
professed were those I wanted to raise my family with. I knew, and still do
know, I can’t do it alone. So I needed help, and in true form, I was given an
opportunity to help myself. I am honored to have given back and helped
lead during these last few years. It was a challenge, but we all learned and
endured so much that I am not shaken the slightest by any uncertainty
that might be on our horizon.
What concerns me most as a leader of our community is the message we
send to our children, through the values we choose to support and
celebrate. What do they think of the church? I get to ask my kids. I did just
that earlier this month and they told me it's a fun place, and that it's dark
inside. Not exactly what I was hoping to hear, but I am glad they have
positive feelings and I’m going to work with that. But as they get older I
know they will reflect in their lives and in their actions the values they have
picked up from Redeemer.
We are in a very exciting time and place in the history of Redeemer where
we get to choose our own path forward. The values that our church and
our community stand for, they can be changed - many of them probably
already have been changed. Based on your experiences maybe you think

COUNCIL PRESIDENT'S
UPDATE CONTINUED...
we have abandoned our values, I am
confident that is not the case. I hope that
the values you think we stand for are
aspirational, please judge us by our
deeds. How is this related to stewardship,
and why does it give me confidence?
The people who are leading the council,

the RCFL board, and the staff - they are blessed to guard those values and
forge our path into the future. Contributions, donations, and tithes of time
and treasure are the fuel we need to forge our collective future. If you want
to help keep our values strong, mold them more closely to your ideals, or
just make sure we don’t get lost in the woods. We can always use your
help, in whatever form it comes. I hope that our path forward is as
important to you as it is to me. We will get there together if we all
contribute.

OUTREACH & EVANGELISM SALLY ANKERFELT
“Calling All Turkeys”
for Distribution November 19th!
The local food shelf at MCCC is
hoping to give away as many turkeys
as possible on the Saturday before
Thanksgiving. If you are picking up a
turkey for yourself and are able to
pick up one or two more, the food
shelf would be grateful. Sally will be
available at Redeemer Lutheran on Saturday morning 9:45-10:30 p.m. to
receive turkeys or you can drop them off directly at MCCC on Saturday
morning from 10:00-11:00 a.m. (1922 4th Ave N.). If you are unable to deliver
your turkey, call the church office and leave a message for Sally or email
her at sally@giftfamilyservices.com so she can arrange a pick up. Thank
you for considering this opportunity.

OUTREACH & EVANGELISM CONTINUED

Thank you for all the diapers for the 3rd Saturday distribution!
Redeemer came through “big time” with about 10 boxes of diapers and
many individual packs. Families are very grateful for the support they are
receiving. If you know of any congregations or organizations that might be
interested in donating diapers, please contact Sally Ankerfelt at
sally@giftfamilyservices.com.
Redeemer Meets RCFL Tenants and
Gives Welcome Bags // On
Wednesday, October 12, Pastor Jen and
Sally Ankerfelt met most of the tenants
in the RCFL housing. We were able to
meet and visit while we enjoyed food
from Wendy’s House of Soul that was
provided by RCFL. It was enjoyable
getting to know people and having
time to chat.The bags contained a dish
cloth, a kitchen utensil donated by
Redeemer and a gift card generously
donated by our ministry partner, Edina
Community Lutheran. The bag included a welcome letter that contained
information about our congregation and an invitation to join us at worship
and other events.

COMMUNITY OPPORTUNITIES
RCFL GALA ~ A NIGHT OF HOPE: On November 4th, RCFL will host their annual gala
at The Capri Theater. For more information, visit www.redeemercenter.org/gala
WATER IS LIFE Johnson Symposium: Friday & Saturday, November 11-12, Holy Trinity
Lutheran Church will host its annual Johnson Symposium, featuring Winnona LaDuke
and Prof. Diane Jacobson. To register, visit www.htlcmpls.org/johnson-symposium
SUPPORT HARRISON SENIORS IN INDEPENDENT LIVING : The following paid
positions are sponsored by the non-profit Senior Community:
www.seniorcommunity.org
SNOW REMOVAL: Provide snow removal within 24 hours of the end of 2+ inch
snowfalls. Pay is $20 per hour and contractors work with the same older adults
through the entire season. For more details or to apply, please contact JoAnn: 952767-7880| jobs@seniorcommunity.org
HOUSEKEEPING: Clean houses part time for routine housekeeping help for older
adults near you! Pay is $17 per hour and mileage between homes. The hours are very
flexible and you set your own schedule with your clients. For information or to apply,
contact Harley: 952-767-7886 | jobs@seniorcommunity.org
DIGITAL HANDYPERSON: Provide technology support and education services,
diagnose access and device needs, and discuss options with customers; provide
expertise on various software applications and programs. Pay is $19 per hour with
paid mileage. You will have the flexibility to manage your own schedule MondayFriday, 9 to 5, with participants' needs in mind. For more information or to apply,
contact Gary: 952-767-7893 | jobs@seniorcommunity.org

NOVEMBER & DECEMBER SAVE THE DATES:
NOVEMBER 6: All Saints Sunday Remembrance Table: We invite you to bring a photo
or memorabilia to honor a loved one who’s died, and we will celebrate,
remember, and honor them with a community altar during worship. You will also
be invited to light a candle during the service. We will host our Lunch & Learn
Generosity Planning meeting after worship
NOVEMBER 11: Moonlight Madness Youth Lockout
NOVEMBER 13: Intention Sunday
NOVEMBER 23: Indigenous People’s Celebration Service at 6:30pm.On Thanksgiving
Eve, we will host a Northside Parish Celebration Service together with Salem &
Christ the River of Life.
NOVEMBER 27: Advent Begins, so let’s gather! Look for a survey in weekly
announcements to help Pastor Jen design spiritual practices for the season.
DECEMBER 10: Christmas Store
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Redeemer member Phil Hussong photographed Leora NelsonSeys on November 16th when we celebrated Pastor Jen's
installation in our renewed and renovated sanctuary!

