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God Shows Up

newsnotes from senior pastor Kelly Chatman
Why do you seek the living among the dead? He is not here, but is risen! ~Luke 24:5-6
Jesus death and resurrection is the witness of God who shoes up.
I have a bit of a confession: There is a point in our worship services each Sunday
that sometimes drives me a little crazy. There is the time when following the
Passing of the Peace when we invite people to share announcements before we
introduce visitors. Announcement time at Redeemer is like no other congregation
where I have served as pastor. Sometimes they seem to go on and on and on! When
I was in seminary being trained to be a pastor our worship professor stated that the
liturgy -- the shape of the worship service -- is meant to be the “work of the people.”
This is to say, worship really should reflect the life of the people who gather. At
Redeemer, the Passing of the Peace, announcement time, and our
music uniquely reflect the lives, faith, and passions of the people. Worship mirrors the desire for, commitment to,
and celebration of diversity. At the core it reflects our desire be a faithful people.
Last month, we gathered for wonderful Easter worship. We heard the story again about how Jesus died, was
buried, and his disciples' discovery of an empty tomb. It doesn’t stop there. Not only was Jesus risen from the dead,
he ascended! Jesus, the Son of God, was on the move. Jesus appeared to followers while they were frightened and
in hiding in an upstairs room. They were walking along the road to Emmaus, not yet recognizing that Jesus was
traveling with them. They were escaping to familiar places of work, like on a boat where they hadn’t caught any
fish. After the resurrection we see a series of accounts about how in Jesus, God just kept showing up.
I think this is where faith comes in. God just keeps showing up. The role of the church is to live as the body of God.
Scriptures tells us the church is the body of Christ, and that where two or more are gathered in Jesus' name, God
shows up. God shows up in our worship, and in the study of God’s word, in service to others, and sometimes in
announcements.
Redeemer, we share a common faith and witness to the God who shows up. We don’t just celebrate block parties
where eight hundred or more people attend. We host a number of activities such as cookouts, youth basketball,
Martin Luther King Jr. celebrations, soul food dinners, partnerships in Kenya, Nigeria, women’s retreats, and a
Seeing White podcast study group. We partner with congregations including Calvary, Edina Community,
Immanuel, Faith, St Phillips the Deacon, and Westwood and we do so because God shows up.
So here’s the question I would leave with you for this month: Where is God showing up in your life today? Where
is your upper room, your fishing boat, your road to Emmaus? The promise and witness of God is that Jesus will
show up. The tomb is empty. We don’t need to feel alone.
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Wrestling with God
Associate Pastor Babette Chatman
Genesis 32: 22-32: Jacob Wrestles at Peniel
22 The same night he got up and took his two wives, his two maids, and his
eleven children, and crossed the ford of the Jabbok. 23 He took them and sent
them across the stream, and likewise everything that he had. 24 Jacob was left
alone; and a man wrestled with him until daybreak. 25 When the man saw that
he did not prevail against Jacob, he struck him on the hip socket; and Jacob’s
hip was put out of joint as he wrestled with him. 26 Then he said, “Let me go, for
the day is breaking.” But Jacob said, “I will not let you go, unless you bless me.”
27 So he said to him, “What is your name?” And he said, “Jacob.” 28 Then the
man[a] said, “You shall no longer be called Jacob, but Israel,[b] for you have
striven with God and with humans,[c] and have prevailed.” 29 Then Jacob
asked him, “Please tell me your name.” But he said, “Why is it that you ask my name?” And there he blessed him. 30 So Jacob
called the place Peniel,[d] saying, “For I have seen God face to face, and yet my life is preserved.” 31 The sun rose upon him as
he passed Penuel, limping because of his hip. 32 Therefore to this day the Israelites do not eat the thigh muscle that is on the
hip socket, because he struck Jacob on the hip socket at the thigh muscle.

This is one of my favorite Bible passages. It has the family drama of sibling rivalry between Isaac and Rebekah’s twin
sons: Esau who was favored by their dad, and Jacob favored by their mother. When their father Isaac was on his
death bed, he asked Esau to kill some wild game for him with the promise that he would then bless his oldest son.
While Esau was out hunting, Isaac’s wife Rebekah helped their younger son Jacob came up with a scheme to trick
Isaac into blessing him instead. When Esau returned, Jacob had already received the blessing—which guaranteed
him a double portion of inheritance. Esau was furious and vowed to kill him, so Jacob fled.
After years of living apart, Jacob decided to return to his home, hoping to make peace with his brother. One night on
the journey, he sent everyone ahead of him while he stayed behind.
It is at this point that the Genesis 32:22-32 narrative picks up. Jacob was alone. In this place he was forced to come
to terms with his choices.
Have you ever felt alone? It is in these times that we wrestled with God. As Jacob wrestled, he held on and refused
to let go until his opponent blessed him. He held on until he received his blessing. I imagine we all wrestle with God,
from time to time. The invitation is to “hold on; your blessing is coming." Wrestling with God is symbolic of life
struggles, but through prayer we also build intimacy with God.
We all struggle and wrestle with something and the invitation is to hold on. So here’s my struggle, and it may seem
trivial but let me share: The car I drive has fewer than 60,000 miles. It was our father’s car, and I am very attached
sentimentally. It was our dad’s blessing to me. However the car is old and has become less and less reliable. I know it
is time to let it go, and yet I wrestle.

What have you been wrestling with God about and how can we pray?
I invite you to email me and enter the conversation: bchatman@redeemermpls.org
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White Fragility:

Adult Study Group

Last fall, a multi-cultural group of around 20 Redeemer congregants and
friends from partner churches gathered together weekly for a 12-week study
about Scene On Radio's Seeing White podcast. We shared stories about our
own encounters with whiteness, either as those who benefit from the
privilege of light skin, or as those who've suffered under the weight of all its
impositions and restrictions. We listened. We learned. And we lamented our
dark history of white supremacy.
This spring, we're continuing this heavy and holy work through our next 12week study of Robin DiAngelo's bestselling book White Fragility. We are
diving deeper into what it means to be white, and how it feels to be silenced
and constrained by white reactivity and fragility.

White Fragility (n): " state in which even a
minimum amount of racial stress becomes
intolerable, triggering a range of defensive
moves. These moves include outward display of
emotions such as fear and guilt, and behaviors
such as argumentation, silence, and leaving the
stress-inducing situation."
We invite you to join us on Sunday, May 12th at 9am in Redeemer's fellowship hall. We'll meet twice monthly -- on
the 2nd and 4th Sundays of each month -- to share coffee, snacks, and more of our stories and reflections as we
work together to break down systems of injustice that privilege and insulate some of us at the individual and
collective expense of others. If you'd like to learn more or join us, email Amy: admin@redeemermpls.org
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“…I came that they may have life and have it abundantly.” John 10:10 (ESV)

Thanks to Linnea for providing an inspiring message in last month’s financial newsletter. So far, for 2019 Redeemer has
continued to bring in more money than we had planned for in our budget, and we have also spent less money than we had
planned for as well. Since it is baseball season, I’ll use a timely metaphor, we have jumped out to an early lead and continued to
put runs on the board every month.
One of the most rewarding parts of being on the Redeemer Church Council is the opportunity to take part in our retreats and
joint meetings with Redeemer Center for Life. The amount of experience and wisdom in these meetings is truly inspiring. I
have learned from them to work on my abundance mindset. I would wish for all our members and partners, that in this season
of rebirth we can all benefit from focusing on the abundance in our midst. Contacts: 612.231.8323 or email:
mtarras@gmail.com
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Join Us!
S U N D A Y S M O R N I N G S:
PRAYER & PRAISE @ 10AM
WORSHIP @ 10:30AM
CHURCH OFFICE HOURS:
MONDAY - THURSDAY 9AM-4PM
FRIDAY 9AM-12 NOON
Children of Redeemer hunt for Easter Eggs after Resurrection
Worship on April 21st.

