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from Pastor Kelly Chatman //
“This is my commandment, That you love one
another, as I have loved you.” Luke 15:12
Last month I attended the Minnesota Prayer Breakfast at
the Hilton Hotel. The event was hosted by Brad and
Susan Huett. Brad is the CEO of Thrivent Financial. At
the breakfast they made available to each participant a
wrist band that said, “follow the golden rule”. The
wristband serves as a reminder of a valued rule many of
us learned when we were very young, do unto others as
you would have them do onto you. While to many of us
this golden rule might sound like a no-brainer, it does not appear to be a commonly
held value on display in social and politics practice.
I recall some years ago when professional basketball player Alvin Iverson caused a stir
when he challenged the big deal people made about his lack of attention during
practices. I can recall to this day his words: “Practice, we are talking about practice.” It
was as if Mr. Iverson was stating that practice is of little importance. When I think of
Jesus’ commandment to love one another, I believe Jesus is saying to his followers, to
people like you and me, to all of us that practice is important. Jesus is saying love is a
word of action and it requires practice. It does not matter if we are talking about a
marriage, classroom, neighborhood, or congregation. Love requires practice.
This month Redeemer is one of four congregations hosting a very special concert
bringing internationally known artist Jennifer Knapp to the Twin Cities. Jennifer Knapp is
particularly known in the Evangelical and Queer community. Those communities haven’t
always done well together, but unfortunately, they are not alone. One of our goals as a
host for Jennifer Knapp is to increase our practice with the Gay, Lesbian, and
Transgendered community. In addition to the Jennifer Knapp, concert our desire is to
put practice into action in the ways we welcome and include people, all people, into our
faith community. We want to ensure that in our web presence, worship, and daily action
we not only hear the words of Jesus but put them into practice as well.
Please put May 18-19 on your calendar and plan to attend the Friday night concert and
discussion at Westwood Lutheran in St Louis Park, Saturday morning workshops at Edina
Community, and Saturday evening concert at North High School.
I pray we will remember these words from Jesus and make them our daily practice.

from Vicar Matt Canniﬀ-Kesecker //
All Things in Common // “Now the whole group of

those who believed were of one heart and soul, and no
one claimed private ownership of any possessions, but
everything they owned was held in common. There was
not a needy person among them, for as many as owned
lands or houses sold them and brought the proceeds of
what was sold. They laid it at the apostles' feet, and it
was distributed to each as any had need.” — Acts 4:32,
34–35
A few weeks ago, I was running an errand to a far-out
suburb of the city: we needed a certain baby item and
we found someone on Facebook Marketplace who was
selling one. So on that day I was following my phone’s
GPS to this stranger’s house, and I entered into a big
new subdivision with huge houses on looping streets.
What I noticed most as I drove through the
neighborhood was the driveways: in the first one I
passed was a nice, professional-looking basketball
hoop with a glass backboard. Definitely an investment
in an expensive piece of equipment. Then, in the next
driveway over, I saw the exact same hoop. And then in
the next driveway, another one! I kid you not, there
were ten driveways in a row, all with a nice, expensive
hoop sitting in their driveway (and not a person
outdoors in sight, I might add).

I think about that image
against the picture of
the subdivision I visited,
with long rows of hoops
in driveways, one after
the next. And I picture
one child out in each
driveway, shooting
hoops by themselves,
and I think about what a loss that is compared to the
picture of community I see from sitting at the picnic table
behind our church. And maybe the kids in that subdivision
are all friends and play together, and one of those
driveways is just packed with fun every afternoon, which
would be great. But it would still mean that there are
dozens of other driveways with hoops sitting empty, and if
that’s the case I wonder why it was necessary to buy all
those expensive baskets in the first place and I think about
how those resources could have been used differently.

In all, I saw over two dozen of the hoops in driveways
as I wound my way through the subdivision, and as I
counted them, the words we heard from Acts on the
second Sunday of Easter rang in my mind: “Everything
they owned was held in common.”

Of course, when the writer of Acts describes the
communal living of the apostles, he isn’t giving the codes
for a homeowner’s association, or the blue print for a
government or whole society: he is describing the church,
a particular way of living within society. It’s a way of
hospitality, generosity and sharing life together that is still
the core of who we are. My family was the recipient of just
this kind of generous sharing over the past month as we
were overwhelmed by delicious food from our Redeemer
community thanks to the meal train that you set up for us
after our new baby was born. “…Distributed to each as any
had need.” Thank you all for that!

In our Harrison neighborhood, the recent warm
weather has meant that our sidewalks have come alive
with neighbors out and about enjoying the outdoors.
My family has taken to sunbathing in the yard behind
the church building and as we’ve hung out in that
space, we’ve regularly seen big groups of kids walking
together to and from the basketball court in Harrison
Park behind the community center, just a couple blocks
from Redeemer. Lots of kids, one court, one ball. A sign
of community. It makes me think of our own Holy
Hoops basketball team sponsored by Redeemer
(league champions, by the way!) and the camaraderie
and community I saw them share as they gathered
weekly on one court for their practices.

In many ways, the world is different than it was for those
early disciples, and it can be harder for us to “hold
everything in common” in all parts of our lives. And for the
ways we fall short of living into this picture of the kingdom,
we have a weekly practice. We gather on Sundays, like a
basketball team on one court with one ball. We gather in
the Lord’s house for communal worship and we remember
what it’s like to come out of our driveways, come out of
our narrow individuality and self-interest, and become part
of the beloved community that God desires for us. I pray
that the warmth of the new Easter Son get us out of our
driveways and on to the court with each together, to live as
God’s people and strive to hold our lives in
common.
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PROPHETIC: Amplifying Queer & Colorful Voices

Redeemer, in partnership with Grace Northeast, Westwood, Edina Community, St. Michael's Lutheran Churches,
and with Reconciling Works, is excited to present PROPHETIC 2018: Amplifying Queer & Colorful Voices.
We invite you to join us May 18-19, 2018 for three free events Friday night and Saturday featuring renowned
queer Christian singer-songwriter & activist Jennifer Knapp and queer leaders of color from the Twin Cities area
as we explore through art & community what it means for Redeemer to live faithfully and fully at the
intersections of Racial and LGBTQIA+ justice and equity.
For years now, we at Redeemer have considered
ourselves a welcoming and safe community for
people of all ethnicities, genders, orientations, and
backgrounds to find friendship and belonging as
part of the God’s Beloved Community. But we
haven’t “come out” officially as an LGBTQIA+
affirming congregation. This is our time!
To galvanize the conversation and open the door for
ongoing dialogue around how Redeemer can
support, affirm, and ally with our queer congregants
and neighbors, we invite us all — the church and
community at large — to engage fully in this
Prophetic weekend.
More info & tickets: redeemermpls.org/prophetic-2018

FRIDAY NIGHT, MAY 18, 8pm //
Inside-Out Faith with Jennifer Knapp
at Westwood Lutheran Church

Internationally-renowned queer
Christian artist & author Jennifer Knapp
will give a concert and Q&A on what it
means to be a queer Christian in today’s
church. A part-concert, part-storytelling
event, Jennifer intends to break the cone
of silence experienced by many LGBTQ
people of faith. Through her passionate
music and disarming charm, she speaks
of the challenges she has faced in
claiming her unique identity. It is the
story of an honest, vulnerable and
questioning soul, living out a journey of
life, love and faith.
Jennifer will be joined by local queer
activist & speaker Nikole Mitchell.

SATURDAY, MAY 19, 9:30am //
Prophetic Panel + Workshops

at Edina Community Lutheran Church
We will gather for ecumenical worship at
9:30am followed by a forum at 10am to
introduce our six panelists and their
experiences within and around the
LGBTQIA+ & racial justice conversations.
At 11am, we will break into four workshops:
AFFIRM w/ Rev. Jen Nagel // An
introduction to Queer & Racial affirmation
statements for allies & the curious
LGBTQIA+ TRAUMA w/ Zed Jensen //
Addressing & Healing from religious trauma
within queer & colorful communities

SATURDAY, MAY 19, 6:30pm //
Celebrating Colorful Queerness
at North High School Auditorium

Join us for a free community concert at
North High School featuring Jennifer
Knapp and Northside queer artists of
color:
Soul Beautiful // An indie neo-soul
band whose songs reflect peace,
intention, balance, and victory over
everyday struggles

LGB vs TIA w/ Austen Hartke //
Exploring the differences between gender
identity and sexual orientation

Taylor Seaberg // Award-winning
Black, queer, multi-instrumentalist
cross-genre artist whose music and
spoken word poetry have been
internationally published

BLACK QUEERNESS w/ Taylor Seaberg //
Exploring life at the intersection of racial
and queer justice

Jibreel Khumas // A poet vibrating
magnetic echos from the voices of
stolen African ancestors
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april in review //
We Are Redeemed Women // Saturday morning, April 7th, the women of Redeemer
gathered at the church for fellowship time as we prepared 10 freezer meals for beloved
community member Bertha McKinney. Beth Heinly-Munk and Jordan Taylor teamed up to
fill the kitchen with ingredients, and the women spent the next two hours chopping
veggies, marinating meats, writing recipe cards, and enjoying each other’s company while
blessing the McKinney family with homemade meals. It was a blessed reminder of how
sacred it can be to prepare and share meals. Breaking bread together is a holy act.
Every month, the women of Redeemer host two gatherings: Once for book club with Siri
Fiebiger; and once for fellowship around a fun activity or simple time together. If you’d like
to join, please contact Mali Jensen (mcjensen08@gmail.com) or Siri Fiebiger
(sirifiebiger@gmail.com).

H-Cubed: Root Deep, Grow Tall
“At April’s H-Cubed, I nestled myself amidst my art toward the back of the space,
where some of the little kids ended up running around, learning about the art and
tools I was making/using, and even got a bit creative themselves. The event felt like
home, full of community members I know, folks I’m just getting acquainted with, and
a few I’m just getting introduced to. There was such a spirit of love and joy there, that
I was able to let go of the worries I came with and was freed to dig into creating art to
a soundtrack of poetry and music. As focused as I was, I couldn’t help but share
several meaningful interactions here and there, exchanging stories about art and life,
hardship and rebirth. In a word, it was love.”
~Adam Gabriel Rangel (Seemore Perspective)
“I only got so much time left and sometimes I get a little bit mad saying the best times in my
life are behind me, and I'm like, no that's not true! Maybe the young part of me is behind me,
but not the best. I don’t know what type of plant you’d say I am… maybe a freakin’ cactus, I
don’t know — prickly, but I survive. A cactus keeps blooming, even in the desert.”
~Cheryl Branch, who performed spoken-word poetry for the 2nd time ever at April’s H-Cubed

Coming in June: ALL IN THE CIRCLE Summer Camp // For the second year in a row, Redeemer is delighted to partner with
the All in the Circle Creative Arts & Nature Camp to bring the arts to the North Minneapolis community kids for two weeks in
June, hosted at Theodore Wirth Park and at Redeemer Lutheran Church. All in the Circle is carefully designed to give children
the opportunity to fall in love with the earth and be co-creators of a culture of kindness. Informed by the wisdom, teachings,
and experience of educators, spiritual leaders, and developmental psychologists, children gain skills and “know-how” to live
peacefully with each other and the natural world.
This year’s camp will be held Monday - Friday, June 18-22 and 25-29, from 9am-3pm daily. Camp costs $500 for the two
weeks, and scholarships are available. Before- and after-camp care will also be available with young adult supervision for a
small fee. For more information or to register go to www.mnipl.org, email erin@mnipl.org, or call 612-716-3336.
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church updates //
financial update from Mike Tarras // “Fight the good fight of the faith. Take
hold of the eternal life...” 1 Tim 6:12 ESV
If you have been following along with these updates, you will notice that we
skipped February and moved directly from January to March. That is because
by the time this report was submitted, we already had closed the books on
March, so we were able to present two months at a time, instead of just one.
I promise, we are not trying to hide anything from February — it was another
positive month. Including March, that makes four in a row now: That’s a
trend!
In total for 2018 quarter one, there are two great data points: Each month
actual revenue has exceeded budgeted revenue; and secondly, actual
expense has been less than budgeted expense. Major credit must go to the
Redeemer staff, not only for continuing excellent management of the
expenses, but also for creating amazing programs than our mission partners
and other charitable organizations are excited to support. Thank you all!

As always, if you have any feedback or questions, you can contact me via
phone: 612.231.8323 or email: mtarras@gmail.com

giving update //

average:

budgeted:

revenue

$118,580.20

$105,184

expenses

$115,708.90

$124,436.30

monthly tithes

$11,644.85

$15,300.00

monthly partner
giving

$6,682.77

$5,750.00

church staﬀ //
senior pastor Kelly Chatman

every week at redeemer //

associate pastor Babette Chatman
pastoral intern Matt Canniff-Keseckeer

sun //

prayer+praise
10am / sanctuary

mon //

tue //

busy fingers crafting
fellowship
9am-12pm / sewing
room

worship+liturgy
10:30am / sanctuary

fellowship meal
2nd & 4th sundays

zumba / 6-7pm
fellowship hall

narcotics
anonymous
6pm / fellowship hall

$1 coffee @ venture

church office closes /

men’s group

sat // 10am-12pm / upstairs

communications Erica S. Schultz

sunday school
Helen Collins
coordinator
zumba / 6-7pm
fellowship hall

fri // 12pm

bookkeeper Laurie Beckman Yetzer

music ministry Kent Goodroad
Alyssa Schwitzer
Traiveon Dunlap
Emander Deward

health commons @
the living room /
3-6pm

wed // north 11am-7pm
thu //

office administrator &
communications Amy Koopman

health commons
yoga / 6-7pm
board room

narcotics
anonymous
6pm / fellowship hall

children and youth Bethany Kyle
Seth Wynands
Romario Smith
lutheran volunteer
Bitta Gordon
corps
maintenance staff Tyrone Wade

2018 executive council // president Jeff Felton, vice president Sarah Stadie, secretary Rachel Birkedal, treasurer Mike Terras
2018 council members // Helen Collins (education), Geoff Meyer (evangelism+outreach), Siri Fiebiger (service+advocacy),
Stuart Munk (Property), Linnae Nelson-Seys (stewardship), Paul Koopman (worship, arts, & music), Cora Iverson (youth)
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29

13

27
9:00 AM Bible Study
10:00 AM Prayer and Praise
10:30 AM Worship

20
9:00 AM Bible Study
10:00 AM Prayer and Praise
10:30 AM Worship

9:00 AM Bible Study
10:00 AM Prayer and Praise
10:30 AM Worship

Mother’s Day

6
9:00 AM Bible Study
10:00 AM Prayer and Praise
10:30 AM Worship

9:00 AM Bible Study
10:00 AM Prayer and Praise
10:30 AM Worship

Sunday

Redeemer Lutheran Events

US Holidays

Monday

14

21

28

7:00 PM Narcotics Anonymous- Open to Public

Memorial Day
Vicar's Day Off

7:00 PM Narcotics Anonymous- Open to Public

Vicar's Day Off

7:00 PM Narcotics Anonymous- Open to Public

Vicar's Day Off

7:00 PM Narcotics Anonymous- Open to Public

Vicar's Day Off

7

30

7:00 PM Narcotics Anonymous- Open to Public

Vicar's Day Off

May 2018

8

1

15

29
9:00 AM Tuesday Morning
Fellowship & Crafts
3:00 PM Free Massage +
Nurse Consultations
3:00 PM Health Commons
@ The Living Room
6:00 PM Free Zumba Class

22
9:00 AM Tuesday Morning
Fellowship & Crafts
3:00 PM Health Commons
@ The Living Room
3:00 PM Free Massage +
Nurse Consultations
6:00 PM Free Zumba Class

9:00 AM Tuesday Morning
Fellowship & Crafts
3:00 PM Free Massage +
Nurse Consultations
3:00 PM Health Commons
@ The Living Room
4:00 PM Appetite for
6:00 PM Free Zumba Class

First Day of Ramadan

9:00 AM Tuesday Morning
Fellowship & Crafts
3:00 PM Free Massage +
Nurse Consultations
3:00 PM Health Commons
@ The Living Room
6:00 PM Free Zumba Class

9:00 AM Tuesday Morning
Fellowship & Crafts
3:00 PM Free Massage +
Nurse Consultations
3:00 PM Health Commons
@ The Living Room
4:00 PM Appetite for
Change
6:00 PM Free Zumba Class

Tuesday

30
10:30 AM Communications
& Development Meeting

23
10:30 AM Communications
& Development Meeting
6:00 PM RCFL Board

16
10:30 AM Communications
& Development Meeting

9
10:30 AM Communications
& Development Meeting
6:30 PM Intern Support
Committee Meeting

2
10:30 AM Communications
& Development Meeting

Wednesday

31
6:00 PM Free Zumba Class

24
6:00 PM Free Zumba Class

17
6:00 PM Free Zumba Class

10
6:00 PM Free Zumba Class

3

18

6:00 PM Yoga

6:00 PM Narcotics Anonymous- Open to Public

Pastor's Day Off

6:00 PM Yoga

1

25
6:00 PM Narcotics Anonymous- Open to Public

Pastor's Day Off

6:00 PM Yoga
8:00 PM Inside Out Faith
with Jennifer Knapp

6:00 PM Narcotics Anonymous- Open to Public

Pastor's Day Off

6:00 PM Yoga

4

11
6:00 PM Narcotics Anonymous- Open to Public

Pastor's Day Off

6:00 PM Yoga

6:00 PM Narcotics Anonymous- Open to Public

Pastor's Day Off
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26

19
9:30 AM Prophetic: Forum
& Workshops
6:30 PM Prophetic: Celebrating Colorful
Queerness // Community
Concert
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in this issue //
Pastoral Letters
Prophetic 2018 | April in Review
Church Updates

JOIN US SUNDAYS:
Prayers & Praise: 10am
Worship: 10:30am

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS:
Monday-Thursday: 9am-4pm
Friday: 9am-12pm

Zephaniah Martin (age 7) shares his love and
admiration for the Black Panther at the April
H-Cubed: Rooted event.

