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Kelly Chatman

We were gathered around the table at the beginning of this
year’s Lenten meal and worship time. At our table was a
woman who was a leader in the neighborhood. For this
publication, I will say her name is Naomi. Naomi had
recently moved to North Carolina and she was blessed with
a beautiful baby at the end of last year. She moved to North
Carolina where she now lives near family. Sitting at the table, I could not
help but notice how many from our congregation had been holding Naomi’s
baby in their arms. It looked a lot like Sunday morning in worship and
Naomi was enjoying every moment!
As we settled into table conversation, we took turns around the table and it
was Naomi’s time to talk. She stated how she had been active in
neighborhood leadership, served on the Redeemer Center for Life board,
helped organize bread oven events, and participated in Redeemer’s Black
Lives Matter Coalition. Naomi’s words had a profound impact on me when
she stated, “Technically, I am not a member at Redeemer.” I began to
wonder, when did becoming a member of the church become a “technical”
matter? I mean, really, is that how God wants people to see the church?
The gospel reading for this Sunday is from the book of John. It is one week
following Easter when the disciples encountered the empty tomb. Mary
Magdalene and Mary arrived at the tomb surprised with the discovery that
it is empty. This first week after Easter, the disciples are huddled in a room
in fear for what may await them on the outside. The disciples share their
experience with Thomas who was not with them when they witnessed the
risen Jesus. Thomas’ words are, “I will not believe until I see for myself.”
Thomas’ response is a technical response. Thomas is seeking proof,
validation.
Jesus responds by displaying to Thomas his hands and his feet. In response
to proof, Thomas believes. Because Jesus shows to us his scars, we too
believe today. For us, the scars include our addictions and so we host
Alcoholic and Narcotics Anonymous meetings. For youth, scars include
boredom and hunger for mentoring relationships, and so we become the
body of Christ, hosting creative and meaningful peer and adult
relationships. In a world scarred by racism and white privilege, we become
the body of Christ in the form of relational community shaped by the
reality of God.
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COMMUNITY UPDATES
FROM THE INTERN Alissa Kretzmann
Happy Easter!
Did you know that it is still Easter? Target and Wal-Mart put their Easter candy out for
weeks before Easter and then discount their candy and decorations immediately after Easter
(sometimes even the day before!). But the Church doesn’t just celebrate Easter for a day. The
Church celebrates Easter as a season...seven whole weeks! That’s a long time to celebrate,
but I’m glad we do. I have a feeling that if we only celebrated Easter for one day of the year,
I might tend to forget just how foundational Easter is for our faith.
For Christians, Easter is more than just a holiday; it is our new reality. Another way to say this is that Christians are
always ‘post-resurrection’ people. No matter what time of year it is, Christians live in the hope that Christ has
defeated death and made new life possible, even amidst the most bleak situations. This is such an important part of
Christian belief that the Biblical writer Paul said, “If there is no resurrection of the dead, then Christ has not been
raised; and if Christ has not been raised, then our proclamation has been in vain and your faith has been in vain” (1
Corinthians 13-14). But what does all of this mean for us? At a fundamental level, Jesus’ death and resurrection
means that God has made the impossible possible! And this changes not only Jesus’ death, but it also changes how
we can live now. It changes our reality!
I don’t know about you, but it seems to me that this is a reminder that a lot of us need right now. In the midst of
everything going on in our country and world, there is a lot that is feeling really impossible right now. The news
keeps bombarding us with stories that leave us discouraged and enraged. These are the times that I need the
reminder that the impossible is possible.
I got one of these reminders recently when watching the movie Hidden Figures. The following is a conversation in
the movie between a NASA engineer and one of the lead characters, Mary.
Karl Zielinski: “Mary, a person with an engineer's mind should be an engineer. You can't be a computer the rest of your life.”
Mary Jackson: “Mr. Zielinski, I'm a negro woman. I'm not gonna entertain the impossible.”
Karl Zielinski: “And I'm a Polish Jew whose parents died in a Nazi prison camp. Now I'm standing beneath a spaceship that's
going to carry an astronaut to the stars. I think we can say we are living the impossible.”
Friends, the season of Easter reminds us that we are living the impossible. How will the Easter hope remind us that
we are living in a new reality? And in what ways can this change how we walk through the world and respond to
what is happening around us?
From the Pastor Continued:
Jesus reminds us not to get it twisted. While Jesus is willing to get technical with Thomas by showing to
him (us) his scars, Jesus also goes on to say, “Blessed are those who believe without the need to be technical,
without proof. Blessed are those who dare to simply believe. I wonder if Jesus might be saying to Naomi––as she
shows us her scars, healing us by allowing us to hold her infant child, collaborating with us by hosting bread oven
events, partnering as a beacon of hope in the neighborhood, and participating in Black Lives Matter meetings––
wouldn’t it be great if Naomi could know she too is a member at Redeemer, simply because she too believes!
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ARTICLES & NEWS

Easter Celebration

Successful Easter Egg Hunt

Vicar Alissa surprised the
congregation to proclaim
that "Jesus Lives”!
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ARTICLES & NEWS
Reflecting on April’s Race Forum: “Race and Public Defense” Jia Brown
On April 18th, Redeemer hosted another forum, as a part of the 12-month
series on Race in collaboration with Westwood Lutheran Church and Edina
Community Lutheran Church. This month's forum feathered the Chief
Public Defender in Hennepin County, Mary Moriarty, on the topic of Race
and Public Defense.
From my perspective, the presentation was compelling, eye-opening...and
very hard to hear. I appreciated the "journey" that we, the audience were
taken on by Mary. She conveyed not only the current state of aﬀairs of race
in the criminal justice system, but also uncovered HOW we arrived to this
distressing place. Some of the topics discussed were the history of strategic
racism and racist acts in society and government, bail reform and inequality
within the criminal justice system - specifically in Hennepin County.
In some of the previous forums, I have felt that the information shared may have been directed toward a
particular group - educating members of the dominant culture about the struggles and plights of
marginalized groups in our society. In this most recent forum, however, I found that the forum oﬀered
something for everyone in attendance. As an African American woman and single mother, it was
encouraging to know that there are people who take the time to learn and understand the roadblocks that
marginalized groups face.

“Our Journeys of Faith”
Storytelling Project
During Lent 2017, we gathered in
our fellowship hall for a soup
supper, Holden Worship, stories
and conversations. Each
Wednesday we watched videostaped reflections where 18 diﬀerent
community members responded to
the prompt "Describe your journey
of faith and how you came to
Redeemer." After listening to each
story, we engaged in deep
conversation about our own faith
journeys with other people at our
table. Check out some the stories
on our page titled “People of
Redeemer” in the “About” section
of our website: http://
www.redeemermpls.org/people-ofredeemer.html

Maundy Thursday Reflection:
Anya Brown, age 14
What did you think about the
Maundy Thursday service on April
13th at Westwood Lutheran Church?
Anya: "I thought it was unique. I've
seen other church's clean [strip] the
altar, too, but usually just one or two
pastors do it. I really liked how they
had the twins [children] and their
family help them out. I liked how the
pastors almost bowed when their
stoles were being removed by the
family [with the twins]. It was just
cool to see the pastors not "in charge"
for once. I don't know - it was cool
how when it was over everybody was
just silent and focused."
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ARTICLES & NEWS
Reflecting on H-Cubed: “Empire:
Complicit or Resistant?” Jia Brown
H-cubed is a monthly community space where we share
art, poetry, music, and conversation
around systemic issues. H-cubed
stands for Harrison, Healing and
Harmony. The March H-Cubed
drew more than forty community
members for a time of healing,
discovery, and conversation. The
evening's topic was "Empire:
Complicit or Resistant?" and
featured the Twin Cities poet J.
Otis Powell and visual artist
Katherine Parent.

Join us for the next H-Cubed:
Friday, May 19th
H-cubed stands for Harrison, Healing and Harmony.
H-cubed is a monthly community space where we
share art, poetry, music, and conversation around
systemic issues. This month’s H-Cubed, “Grounded
and Growing” will be on May 19th. As always, a
sign-up sheet to perform or speak will be available at
the event for those wanting to share - poetry, music,
dance, art, or just speak what's on your mind. Food
and refreshments will be served! The event will
begin at 7:30-10:00 in the Living Room (1716
Glenwood Ave). All are welcome, come and go as
you are able!

The environment at H-cubed was warm and felt like a supportive space of encouragement and sharing. Several
young adults organically took the center stage to share their thoughts, their struggles, and engage the audience in
thoughtful dialogue. Katherine Parent provided opportunities for children and community members to join her
in creating a mosaic.
This time of conversation and community-building felt hugely relevant and much needed in this particular time. I
am so glad that I attended!

Shrek: The Musical
North Community Theater
presented its first ever production of
“Shrek: The Musical” at North High
school. The show ran April 20th 23rd, and was a great success. Multiple
Redeemer members were in the
musical throughout the weekend,
including Pastor Kelly playing the
Bishop.
We can’t wait to watch the
North Community Theater continue
to grow in the future.

Need a Spring Bike Tune Up?
Stop in at Venture North (1830
Glenwood Avenue) for a spring tune
up to make your summer biking
adventures safe and fun!

Enjoy a smoothie or a coﬀee while
you get your flat fixed!
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MAY WORSHIP ASSISTANTS
May 7

May 14

May 21

May 28

Greeter

Stephanie
Holloway

Stephanie
Holloway

Stephanie
Holloway

Stephanie
Holloway

Reader

Jia Brown

Rachel Birkdal

Jordan Taylor

Alyssa Hanson

Usher

Michael Simmons
Tyrik Thompson

Michael Simmons
Mike Terras

Tyrik Thompson
Chuck Larson

Michael Simmons

Communion

Michael Murray
Kristi Murray

Michael Murray
Kristi Murray

LEADERSHIP & CONTACT
Pastoral Staff
Kelly Chatman — Senior Pastor
612.374.4139 x 13/ 651.490.0888(h)/
pastor@redeemermpls.org
Alissa Kretzmann —Pastoral Intern
612.374.4139 x 15/vicar@redeemermpls.org
Babette Chatman — Ministry Team
612-374-4139 x 16/ bchatman@redeemercenter.org
Sarah Stadie — Oﬃce Administrator/Communications
612.374.4139/ admin@redeemermpls.org
Contextual Learning
Jia Brown, Christian Public Leader (Luther Seminary)
jia@redeemermpls.org
Jennifer Dodd, Christansen Residential Learning (Augsburg College)
jennifer@redeemermpls.org
Khadejia Norman, Lutheran Volunteer Corps
612-374-4139/ khadejia@redeemermpls.org
Chongsun Kim, Residential Learning
Administrative and Ministry Staff
Sarah Stadie — Oﬃce Administrator
612-374-4139/ admin@redeemermpls.org
Laurie Beckman Yetzer — Bookkeeper
612.374.4139 x21/ bookkeeper@redeemermpls.org
Angela Bonfiglio — Youth Organizer and Project Coordinator
612.374.4139 x23/ angela@redeemermpls.org
Kent Goodroad, Alyssa Schwitzer —Music Ministry Team
Erica Seltzer-Schultz — Communications & Storytelling
erica@redeemercenter.org
Tyrone Wade — Maintenance Staﬀ

REDEEMER COUNCIL
President — Jeﬀ Felton
Vice President —Phillip Hussong
Secretary — Yordanos Martin
Treasurer — Mike Terras
Education — Helen Collins
Evangelism/Outreach — Kristen Gilbert
Fellowship —
Service/Advocacy — Heather Nissen
Property — Stuart Munk
Stewardship — Amy Brandt
Worship, Arts & Music — Mike Murray
Youth — Mario Locust
REDEEMER CENTER FOR LIFE STAFF
Kelly Chatman — Executive Director/ 612.374.4139 x13
Babette Chatman — Director of Properties and Housing
612.374.4139x16/ bchatman@redeemercenter.org
John Bueche — Associate Director of Strategy & Capacity
612.377.4476/ john@redeemercenter.org
Laurie Beckman Yetzer — Financial Director/ 612.377.4476
Erica Schultz — Communications & Storytelling
erica@redeemercenter.org
Katherine Parent — Arts and Community Outreach/ 612.377.4476
Angela Bonfiglio — Youth Organizer and Project Coordinator
612.374.4139 x23/ angela@redeemermpls.org
Mary Simonson Clark — Partner Engagement/
development@redeemercenter.org
Jia Brown — Associate Director of Community Engagement
Jennifer Dunn — Youth Program Enrollment
Beatrice Kahnake — Community Garden, beatrice@redeemercenter.org
Venture North Bike Shop/ 612.377.3029
Casey Pavek, Shop Manager
Derek Otte, Service Manager

REDEEMER MAY
CALENDAR
SUNDAY

MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

1
3:00-6:00p.m.
Harrison Health
Commons, Living
Room
4:00-6:00p.m. RAP
7:00p.m. Open 12
Step Program

7
9-10a.m. Adult
Gathering
10:00 a.m. Worship &
Praise
10:30a.m. Worship
Liturgy

14
Mother’s Day
9-10a.m. Adult
Gathering
10:00 a.m. Worship &
Praise
10:30a.m. Worship
Liturgy

21
9-10a.m. Adult
Gathering
10:00 a.m. Worship &
Praise
10:30a.m. Worship
Liturgy

28
9-10a.m. Adult
Gathering
10:00 a.m. Worship &
Praise
10:30a.m. Worship
Liturgy

2
9-12pm: Busy Fingers
11:30a.m.-1:00p.m.
Pastor Text Study
3:00-7:00p.m.
Harrison Health
Commons, Living
Room
6:00-8:00p.m. Teen
Cafe

8
3:00-6:00p.m.
Harrison Health
Commons, Living
Room
4:00-6:00p.m. RAP
7:00p.m. Open 12
Step Program

15
3:00-6:00p.m.
Harrison Health
Commons, Living
Room
4:00-6:00p.m. RAP
7:00p.m. Open 12
Step Program

22
3:00-6:00p.m.
Harrison Health
Commons, Living
Room
7:00p.m. Open 12
Step Program

29
Memorial Day
Oﬃce Closed
7:00p.m. Open 12
Step Program

THURSDAY
3

4:00-6:00p.m.
RAP

9
9-12pm: Busy Fingers
11:30a.m.-1:00p.m.
Pastor Text Study
3:00-7:00p.m.
Harrison Health
Commons, Living
Room
6:00-8:00p.m. Youth
Bank
16
9-12pm: Busy Fingers
11:30a.m.-1:00p.m.
Pastor Text Study
3:00-7:00p.m.
Harrison Health
Commons, Living
Room
6:00-8:00p.m. Teen
Cafe
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9-12pm: Busy Fingers
11:30a.m.-1:00p.m.
Pastor Text Study
3:00-7:00p.m.
Harrison Health
Commons, Living
Room

4
6:00-7:00p.m.
Zumba,
Fellowship Hall
6:00p.m. Black
Lives MaTer
CoaliUon

10
4:00-6:00p.m.
RAP

11
6:00-7:00p.m.
Zumba,
Fellowship Hall

17

18

4:00-6:00p.m.
RAP CelebraUon

24

9-12pm: Busy Fingers
11:30a.m.-1:00p.m.
Pastor Text Study
3:00-7:00p.m.
Harrison Health
Commons, Living
Room
6:00-8:00p.m. Youth
Bank
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FRIDAY

25
6:00-7:00p.m.
Zumba,
Fellowship Hall

SATURDAY
5

6

6:00-7:00p.m.
Yoga, Living Room
6:00p.m. Open 12
Step Program

10:00a.m.-12:00p.m.
Men’s Group

12

13

6:00-7:00p.m.
Yoga, Living Room
6:00p.m. Open 12
Step Program

10:00a.m.-12:00p.m.
Men’s Group
11:00a.m. Martha
Laulainen Memorial
Service

19

20

6:00-7:00p.m.
Yoga, Living Room
6:00p.m. Open 12
Step Program
7:30p.m. H-Cubed
“Grounded &
Growing”

10:00a.m.-12:00p.m.
Men’s Group

26

27

6:00-7:00p.m.
Yoga, Living Room
6:00p.m. Open 12
Step Program

10:00a.m.-12:00p.m.
Men’s Group

31
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IN THIS ISSUE:
LENT/ EASTER REFLECTIONS

JOIN US!
SUNDAYS:

RACE &.. FORUM

Adult Bible Study: 9:00 A.M.

H-CUBED UPDATES

Prayers & Praise: 10:00 A.M.

& MORE!

Worship: 10:30 A.M.
* Sunday School
* Nursery
Church Oﬃce Hours:
Monday-Thursday: 9:00-4:00 P.M.
Friday: 9:00 A.M.- 12:00 P.M.
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