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from Pastor Kelly Chatman //
Forget the former things; do not dwell on the past. See, I am doing a new thing!
Now it springs up; do you not perceive it? I am making a way in the wilderness
and streams in the wasteland. Isaiah 43:18-19
I had not been at Redeemer very long before the church took the risk of
opening a popcorn shop as an outreach project in the neighborhood. The
popcorn shop was a creative and vibrant space, but the business was
nevertheless unsuccessful. Across the street from the popcorn shop, drug deals
were being made out in the open. On a wing and a prayer, we opened that dormant popcorn shop and
named it the “Peace Palace.” We recruited Babette to move from Detroit to come and manage the
popcorn shop and we hired Sarah Olson to be our youth director. It wasn’t very long before
neighborhood children began to fill the Peace Palace. Parents followed their children, and before long
the Peace Palace became a bridge through which the neighborhood became a part of the Redeemer
story, and vice versa.
My favorite story is about two little girls, Elizabeth and Maria, becoming a part of the Peace Palace. They
were a first and second grader from Mexico living in nearby foster care. They had not been coming to
the Peace Palace very long when one of the girls asked our youth director Sarah, “Is this a church or a
magical place?” Brilliantly, Sarah responded, “a bit of both.”
Last week’s worship service reminded me about that little girl’s question, wondering if Redeemer was a
church or a magical place. I had departed during the worship service to assist with Sunday school and
arrived back in worship during the Passing of the Peace. I was shocked to see how many more people
had gathered between when I left and returned. During the time of the announcements, as I observed
the back pews filled up with African-American teenage boys whom Marcell then invited to introduce
themselves, I could not help but wonder: Was I experiencing church or “a magical place?”
Our Intern Pastor Matt preached an amazing sermon. The pews were filled with people who had come
from near and far and, as always, we were blessed with amazing music leadership. Shoonie pulled out a
bag filled with books written by Arch Bishop Desmond Tutu. Leon shared about his recent phone call
conversation with the mayor. It is in these and so many other simple ways that we experience “church” at
Redeemer.
When I think about those two little girls in foster care, Elizabeth, and Maria — they are probably around
twenty-five years old today. It is easy for me to imagine they might be Dreamers, and it impacts the
urgency I feel for DACA (Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals) immigration. We are all challenged to
take the energy, hope, and spirit we experience in church and make magic happen in the world.
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from Vicar Matt Canniﬀ-Kesecker
why church? // On Wednesday evenings throughout January and
February, a group of Redeemer community members gathered for a
Bible study and discussion that we called “Why Church?” The
program was led by Jia Brown who invited the congregation’s
questions about why we do things the way we do in church. She
then organized them into discussion topics covering the liturgical
calendar, the church’s creeds, the practice of sharing the peace, the
treatment of women in scripture, and the origins of Protestant
denominations (quite the range of subjects!) I learned a lot over the
five weeks and, as always, I was blessed by the diversity of the
Redeemer community. In our last conversation on denominations, our small group had people who grew up
Lutheran, Catholic, and evangelical Christian sitting around the same table sharing their perspectives on why
the church matters.
German theologian Gerhard Lohfink wrote a book called Does God Need the Church? It’s quite the
“clickbait” title as far as theology books go and I won’t make you go read it to learn his answer—it’s yes! But
Lohfink says God needs the church not because God actually needs anything; not because God is in any
way beholden to us or dependent on us to do anything that God couldn’t do on God’s own. God needs the
church because God chooses to. It’s the way God has chosen to act in the world, through people, beginning
with just one person: Abraham. “God begins with very small things,” Lohfink writes, “not by setting the
masses in motion. To change the whole world God has at first no one but Abraham.” Abraham says yes to
being the beginning of God’s chosen people and in turn receives God’s promise of a blessing. And the way
God promises to bless Abraham is by making from him a people who will bless the whole world, a promise
that finally comes to fruition generations and generations later in the birth of Jesus Christ. God wills the
restoration and salvation of all of creation through Jesus, and it all starts centuries earlier with one old man
trusting God enough to say yes to God’s plan. Because that’s how God works.
Sometime around March 15th, God will bring a new baby into the world through my wife Aubrey. You’ll see
a little less of me around church for a few weeks after that. But we won’t stay away for too long. For our
family, this precious new life is an important answer to the question, “Why church?” Because the church is
the way God has chosen to work in the world, we will bring our new baby to join the people of God.
Through the church, God will give her an identity and a mission. In the church, God will give her life a
purpose: to participate in the kingdom Jesus brings near to us by loving God and loving other people. The
church, at its best, gives us glimpses of what we were made for. God’s people gathered in community,
praising God and loving and serving each other—that’s eternal life, life that will last. That’s what we want for
our daughter. It’s what God wants for us, and for all of creation. It’s why church. We will bring our daughter
into the community of Redeemer asking you all to help us. Help us raise our child in faith. Help us know her
and teach her and love her. Maybe even help us change the occasional diaper. Most of all, help us trust, like
Abraham, that God will bless her by blessing the world through her.
Abraham, a poor baby in a manger, a mustard seed—God begins with very small things. Every Sunday,
every act of service, every relationship, every hug, every precious moment we share living as the people of
God is God’s answer to the question, “Why church?”
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The Season of Lent
Lent is a season of forty days, not counting Sundays, which begins on Ash Wednesday and ends on
Holy Saturday. Lent comes from the Anglo Saxon word lencten, which means "Spring." The forty days
represents the time Jesus spent in the wilderness, enduring the temptation of Satan and preparing to begin his
ministry. Lent is a time of repentance, fasting and preparation for the coming of Easter. It is a time of selfexamination and reflection. In the early church, Lent was a time to prepare new converts for baptism. Today,
Christians focus on their relationship with God, often choosing to give up something or to volunteer and give
of themselves for others. Sundays in Lent are not counted in the forty days because each Sunday represents a
"mini-Easter".
Each Wednesday during Lent at Redeemer we will gather between 6:00 pm – 7:00 pm, to share fellowship and
a hot soup meal. At 7:00 pm we will enter into a time of worship with Holden Vespers. For our reflection time,
Pastor Babette, Vicar Matt and Pastor Kelly will facilitate table conversation to deepen us in our Lenten
journey.
During Holy week, the week preceding Easter worship will include Maundy Thursday, Good Friday and Easter
Sunrise and Resurrection service.

Lent, Holy Week, and Easter Calendar
date

event
time & location

fellowship hosts

wednesday,
march 7

soup supper (6pm),
holden vespers worship + table conversations (7pm)
@ redeemer fellowship hall

church council ministers

wednesday,
march 14

soup supper (6pm),
holden vespers worship + table conversations (7pm)
@ redeemer fellowship hall

chili cook-off

wednesday,
march 21

soup supper (6pm),
holden vespers worship + table conversations (7pm)
@ redeemer fellowship hall

mary britt

thursday,
march 29

maundy thursday shared worship (7pm)
@ westwood lutheran church
9001 cedar lake road | saint louis park, mn 55426

friday,
march 30

good friday worship service
and stripping of the altar
7pm @ redeemer sanctuary

sunday,
april 1

easter sunrise service (7am)
+ easter breakfast (following sunrise worship)
@ redeemer sanctuary & fellowship hall

sunday,
april 1

easter resurrection service (10am)
(no prayer & prayer)
@ redeemer sanctuary

redeemer men
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why church? review //

What a joy it was to participate in the journey to discover “why we
do what we do” in the church! For five weeks, a small group dug
deep to answer many of the questions that many congregation
members submitted at Redeemer. Here’s a brief recap about our journey over the five-week session, entitled
“Why Church?”:
We started the “Why Church?” series with a close look at the seasons of the church. Just like our calendar,
churches have seasons too! Half of the year is full of seasons-or phases - which commemorate Jesus’ ministry.
Just like Jesus, we each go through different stages, or seasons, in our lives. What season are you in now?
Week Two was just as interesting as we explored “The Creed” that we say as one body in church on Sunday.
We dug into the meaning and importance of the words, and discussed how meaningful it is to say “The
Apostles’ Creed” together.
“Women in the Bible” was the topic of Week Three. With small numbers of women referenced in the Bible, the
group discussed what we can draw from the silence of women, and what it meant for that day and age, as well
as us: the interpreters.
Week Four focused on “peace”, and why we share it in church every Sunday. Our lesson this week explored the
ways we can share the peace, and the history behind it.
We ended our “Why Church” journey with a lovely discussion surrounding the different Protestant
denominations. Our colorful charts showed us how we are different and the many ways that we are all alike.

Stop by Venture North Bike-Walk-Coffee
If you’ve never stopped into Venture North BWC for coffee, a smoothie, or a bike purchase or tune-up, you’re
missing out! They’re open six days a week and are always ready to serve up a smile.
Coffee Shop Hours // Monday - Friday 7am-6pm, Saturday 10am-5pm.
Bike Shop Hours // Monday - Friday 11am-6pm, Saturday 10am- 5pm

every week at redeemer //
sun // prayer+praise

10am / sanctuary

worship+liturgy
1020am / sanctuary

health commons @
the living room /
3-6pm

narcotics anonymous
6pm / fellowship hall

busy fingers crafting
fellowship
9am-12pm / sewing
room

health commons @
the living room /
3-6pm

wed // $1 coffee @ venture

LENT: soup supper
(6pm) + holden
vespers (7pm)

mon //

tue //

north 11am-7pm

church staﬀ //
senior pastor Kelly Chatman
associate pastor Babette Chatman
pastoral intern Matt Canniff-Keseckeer
office administrator &
communications Amy Koopman
bookkeeper Laurie Beckman Yetzer
communications Erica S. Schultz
music ministry Kent Goodroad
Alyssa Schwitzer
Traiveon Dunlap
Emander Deward

thu // zumba / 6-7pm
living room

fri // church office closes /
12pm

health commons
yoga / 6-7pm
living room

narcotics
anonymous
6pm / fellowship hall

sat // men’s group

10am-12pm / upstairs

2018 executive council // president Jeff Felton, vice president Sarah
Stadie, secretary Rachel Birkedal, treasurer Mike Terras
2018 council members // Helen Collins (education), Geoff Meyer
(evangelism+outreach), Siri Fiebiger (service+advocacy), Stuart Munk
(Property), Linnae Nelson-Seys (stewardship), Paul Koopman (worship,
arts, & music), Cora Iverson (youth)

sunday school
Helen Collins
coordinator
children and youth Bethany Kyle
Seth Wynands
Romario Smith
lutheran volunteer
Bitta Gordon
corps
maintenance staff Tyrone Wade
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JOIN US SUNDAYS:
Prayers & Praise: 10am
Worship: 10:30am
CHURCH OFFICE HOURS:
Monday-Thursday: 9am-4pm
Friday: 9am-12pm

