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So Long, 2018!
Christmastime at Redeemer was a beautiful, extravagant time of
giving and celebration.

On Saturday, December 8th, we hosted our annual Christmas
Store and, with the help of more than 100 volunteers, we sent 150
children from North Minneapolis through the stores to shop and
wrap gifts for family and friends, decorate cookies, and enjoy a hot
lunch. On December 16th, the Children of Redeemer presented
their yearly Christmas Pageant, where they told the story of Jesus'
birth, after which we enjoyed a lavish holiday meal together.
And Christmas Eve brought us together for another lovely candlelight
worship service in anticipation of the birth of Christ.

The year ahead promises hope in Beloved Community, beginning
with our annual MLK Day celebration, and we're excited to dive in!
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Be a Match!
newsnotes from Senior Pastor Kelly Chatman

"It is easy to start a fire with two
pieces of wood if one of those
pieces of wood is a match."

The question was asked:
"Can you tell me if there is an easy way to start a fire
by using just two pieces of wood?"
The answer came:
"It is easy to start a fire with two pieces of wood if one
of those pieces of wood is a match."
You are at a meeting and you keep thinking, "Why
don't 'they' get down to work and do something?
Where's the fire in this group?" Try being a match.
You are sitting in church council, thinking that the
pastor is focusing on all the wrong areas of ministry
and doesn’t know what she is doing with the church’s
resources, she is giving away our church and ought to
be doing this and that. If only she would get it
together and start a fire in the congregation!
Try being a match.
You are at home, thinking resentful thoughts about
your partner, "If only he - or she - were more loving,
our relationship would really catch fire."
Try being a match.
You wish the boss would exert more leadership, that
your co-workers would put more muscle into their
efforts. Someone should stand up to bigoted and
insensitive comments you are hearing.
Try being the match!
You see that certain people are overlooked because
they were not born here, they are newer to the
church, you wish they could receive more attention.
Try being the match!
You are uncomfortable with the way the kitchen is
often left, clutter around the building. You wish
someone would establish standards that are
comfortable for you and for visitors.
Try being the match!

You think that if only the leaders were more
concerned about the poor, elderly, children or
youth, the citizens more committed.
Try being the match!
In the year ahead, the next time WE feel frustrated
about the waste of time, talent, love and passion
WE feel, and WE wonder why nothing seems to be
on fire ... anytime ... any place.
Be a match!
Remember, God took two pieces of wood that had
been used to crucify, humiliate and create fear.
Jesus took those two pieces of wood and allowed
himself to die and liberate the entire world. Thanks
be to God, Jesus is resurrected, and we can face
tomorrow. Because he lives, all fear is gone.
Because we know he holds the future and life is
worth living, just because he lives.
Be the match Redeemer.
Happy New Year, everyone!
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Christmas Store
THANK YOU to all our volunteers and
partners for making 2018's Christmas Store
another holiday extravaganza! With the help
of more than 100 volunteers, we were
overjoyed to send 150+ kids through our
stores to shop and wrap gifts for their family
and friends, decorate cookies, and eat a hot
lunch! While kids shopped, parents enjoyed
free massages, hand massages, and treats at
The Living Room with the Health Commons
staff, got free health consultations from
Hennepin County Child & Teen Check-Ups,
and were treated to $1 coffee plus major
clearance buys from Venture North.

Congratulations to the children of Redeemer for
their beautiful storytelling at December 16th's
Annual Christmas Pageant!
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Save the Date!
Winter Extravaganza

MLK Sunday

Sunday, January 13, 2019

Sunday, January 20, 2019

If you’ve wanted to learn how to cross
country ski or try your hand at
snowshoeing, this is your chance!
Redeemer, RCFL, Venture North, and the
Loppet Trailhead on Theo Wirth have
teamed up to host a FREE Winter
Extravaganza on Sunday, January 13th
from 1:30 - 4pm at the Wirth Trailhead.
Join us for free cross country skiing, tubing,
and snowshoeing. We’ll be offering rides
from Redeemer to the trailhead, or if you’d
like to join the group ride over, you can
borrow a fat tire bike from Venture North
for the ride!

Mark your calendar and save the date for
our annual feast and program celebrating
the life and work of Martin Luther King, Jr.
on Sunday, January 20, 2019 immediately
following worship.
We'll break bread and gather in
conversation in honor of MLK and in
solidarity with all who persist in
continuing his legacy of building Beloved
Community today!

Annual Meeting
Sunday, January 27, 2019
Join us Sunday, January 27th immediately
following worship for our Annual Meeting.
Come ready to discuss our annual report
and bring any questions you may have for
Redeemer's council of ministers.

love

"I have decided to stick with
.
Hate is to great a burden to bear."
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financial update

Mike Tarras - Council Treasurer

James 2:23 “For as the body apart from the spirit is dead, so also faith apart from works is dead.” ESV
I know many of you took action this month to stand up for our future, for our faith, and for truth, by canvassing,
making phone calls, driving, and ultimately by turning out at the polls. We can tell by the results. There are events in
our lives and in the world that are always calling us to take faithful action.
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church council
Executive Council Members:
Sarah Stadie, President
Rachel Birkedal, Secretary
Mike Tarras, Treasurer
Council Members:
Helen Collins, Education
Geoff Meyer, Evangelism + Outreach
Siri Fiebiger, Service + Advocacy
Steve Patnode, Fellowship
Stuart Munk, Property
Linnae Nelson Seys, Stewardship
Paul Koopman, Worship, Arts, + Music
Cora Iverson, Youth
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MONTHLY TITHES

$400,000
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MONTLY PARTNER GIVING

As the holiday season approaches, let the celebration of our faith, and of God’s gift to humanity also call us to act.
Let this season of giving stir in us a spirit of generosity to our neighbors, so that the faith we so abundantly
celebrate can be put into action here in the kingdom of God. We will know by the results!

church staff
Senior Pastor: Kelly Chatman
Associate Pastor: Babette Chatman
Office Administrator: Amy Koopman
Music Ministry: Kent Goodroad
Alyssa Schwitzer
Traiveon Dunlap
Emander Deward
Sunday School Coordinator: Helen Collins
Children + Youth: Trai Dunlap
Zach Watson
Maintenance: Tyrone Wade

Page 7

Thank You

TO OUR AMAZING CREW OF VOLUNTEERS FROM
Redeemer Lutheran Church, Health Commons at the Living Room,
Hennepin County Child & Teen Checkups, Mt Olivet Lutheran Church,
Edina Community Lutheran Church, Westwood Lutheran Church,
Christ the King Lutheran Church of New Brighton, Intertwine,
Faith Lutheran Church of Waconia, Calvary Lutheran Church,
Immanuel Lutheran Church, and Zion Lutheran Church of Buffalo
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welcome to 2019!
JOIN US SUNDAYS:
PRAYER & PRAISE @ 10AM
WORSHIP @ 10:30AM
CHURCH OFFICE HOURS:
MONDAY - THURSDAY 9AM-4PM
FRIDAY 9AM-12 NOON

