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FAMILY
by Senior Pastor Kelly Chatman

PHILIPPIANS 1:1-11
I thank my God every time I remember you, constantly praying
with joy in every one of my prayers for all of you, because of your
sharing in the gospel from the first day until now. I am confident of
this, that the one who began a good work among you will bring it to
completion by the day of Jesus Christ.
It is right for me to think this way about all of you, because you
hold me in your heart, for all of you share in God’s grace with me,
both in my imprisonment and in the defense and confirmation of the
gospel. For God is my witness, how I long for all of you with the
compassion of Christ Jesus.
And this is my prayer, that your love may overflow more and more
with knowledge and full insight to help you to determine what is
best, so that in the day of Christ you may be pure and
blameless, having produced the harvest of righteousness that
comes through Jesus Christ for the glory and praise of God.

In some corners of our community, leaders sometimes
stand up and, when addressing a gathering of people,

come through the doors of the church with
questions and doubt asking, “will I experience family

address the assembled body as “family.” At the
beginning of the worship service I begin by greeting
the congregation and visitors and while I may not say
the words, I too am greeting “family.” I thank God for
what a large, wonderful, and crazy family we have
been over the years.

here?” As I think about my time at Redeemer, family
provides a mental and emotional picture I carry with
me.

Thank you for the blessing it has been to have served
as one of the many leaders contributing to the picture
of what it means to be a family of faith, where God
welcomes and loves and cares about everybody.
Thank you, mission partners, for seeing North
Minneapolis as family. Thank you, neighborhood
residents living in RCFL housing, frequenting the bike
and coffee shop, attending block parties and
cookouts: Thank you for being family. Thank you,
Lutheran Volunteer Corp, for being family. Thank
you, LGBTQIA+ friends and everyone who dared to

your mission statement. It said your mission was to
“serve as a beacon of hope in the neighborhood.” I
began to hear stories about the nonprofit Redeemer
Center for Life and your partnerships with Calvary
in Golden Valley, Zion in Buffalo, and a host of
congregations. When I visited the church and
walked around the neighborhood and experienced
the potential for family, I began to sense a call to be
your pastor and participate in how God does family
through Redeemer. You were much smaller, but you
remained clear and faithful in your mission.

Thank you, Redeemer, for being who you said you
would be when I considered Redeemer as the
congregation where I would serve as pastor. I read
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FAMILY, c o n t i n u e d
It wasn’t too long before neighborhood youth joined the family too. Then Lutheran Volunteers started to
arrive, partner volunteers came, and pastoralinterns began to come too. Parents from the neighborhood
followed their children into the church, Narcotics Anonymous and Alcoholics Anonymous groups started
meeting in the church too.
In recent days people are asking me, “how are you doing?” I find myself responding, “I am living the dream.”
In many ways these past years serving as pastor here has been the opportunity to share a dream. I have
learned so much during my time at Redeemer and Redeemer Center for Life. A profound learning has been
the faithfulness of God and how much we can accomplish when people are committed to working together
as family.
Together we birthed a Peace Palace outreach into a partnership with the neighborhood. With partner
congregations we established the block party, community gardens, bread oven, weekly summer cookouts,
regular fellowship meals and a myriad of opportunities for family. Some might ask, “What’s the big deal
about people being together?” Dah! Have you read the news lately?
Ironically, this month is the thirtieth year of my ordination. I taught at a boarding school, directed a nonprofit, became dean for diversity at a university, and was director for youth programs for our denomination.
Being a pastor at Redeemer and inviting others to share God’s family through Redeemer has been a true
blessing.
I thank God for you Redeemer. You extended to Cheryl and me the opportunity to live the dream.
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JOIN THE

EXTRAVAGANZA!

You're invited to join us at The Trailhead at Theo Wirth Park from
1:30-4pm on February 9th for our second Winter Extravaganza of 2020!
Enjoy cross country skiing, tubing, snowshoeing, and more while sipping
hot cocah and playing games with our Northside neighbors.
See you there! 1221 Theo Wirth Pkwy, Minneapolis MN

MEET THE 2020

We're excited to have elected a number
of new church council members!

Siri Fiebiger
President

Dr. Robin Bell
Racial Justice & Equity

Stuart Munk (L)
Properties

CHURCH COUNCIL

Curtis Coats
Vice President

Holly De Souza
Service & Advocacy

Anna Kottkamp (L)
Youth

CHURCH
STAFF

Rachel Birkedal (L)
Secretary

Mike Terras (L)
Treasurer

Pastor Babette Chatman
Evangelism & Outreach

Krisitin Gilbert
Stewardship

Jane Friendshuh
Worship, Arts, & Music

Jason Hirsch
Education

Lonna Field
Education

Mary Britt
Fellowship

Senior Pastor: Kelly Chatman
Office Administrator: Amy Koopman
Music Ministry: Alyssa Schwitzer
Children + Youth: Trai Dunlap + Jasmine Green
Maintenance: Tyrone Wade
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Join Us!

S U N D A Y S M O R N I N G S:
prayer & praise @ 10am
Worship @ 10:30am
CHURCH OFFICE HOURS:
monday - thursday 9am-4pm
friday 9am-12 noon

Roger, Rufus, Steve, and Carolyn prepare the greens for
Soul Food Sunday

