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What if we imagined
congregations to be like paddle boats?
newsnotes from Senior Pastor Kelly Chatman
I recall the story Brené Brown shared about the time she and her
daughter were out on a lake riding in a paddle boat and feeding ducks.
Brené shared how she was having a wonderful time when she looked over
and discovered that her daughter had her eyes closed in the midst of the
paddle boat experience.
Later, when Brené asked her daughter why she had had her eyes closed
during such a meaningful experience, her daughter replied that she was
taking a mental picture so she could save the experience.

Last month at Redeemer we celebrated the 17 th annual block party. Seventeen years ago, who would
have imagined an event in North Minneapolis where members from Immanuel in Eden Prairie would
find so much meaning in doing face painting for children? Who would have imagined members from
Faith in Waconia traveling by school bus to join us; Or Edina Community arriving in force armed with thirty five
watermelons; Or 25 volunteers from Calvary in Golden Valley serving meals for hours while our siblings from Christ
the King and St Barnabas roast corn and Westwood assists at the grill. We jubilantly witnessed retired pastor Steve
Cornils shooting basketballs with youth from the neighborhood while a Redeemer neighbor arranged free rides in his
Model T Ford.
It would have been no surprise if at any moment we had looked over to see someone in the
gathering of all those attending the block party had their eyes closed, like Brené Brown’s daughter.
The block party is a mental picture of what one might imagine the kingdom of God looks like, where people of all
ages, races, and differences gather to celebrate what the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. called God’s Beloved
Community.
This week when we turn on the news and once again hear disturbing and demeaning pictures of our
humanity, let’s take a lesson from Brené Brown’s daughter. Let’s close our eyes and take a mental
picture of the block party and all those places and opportunities where we have shared the experience of Beloved
Community. Let’s hold on to those mental pictures and pray that they might spread like wildfire.
And may our congregations be like paddle boats in the middle of the lake.
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So Long, Summer!

On Wednesday evening, August 21, 2019, Redeemer gathered in our backyard with more than 800 of our neighbors,
friends, congregants, and partners celebrate our 17th Annual Block Party! We ate burgers, hot dogs, chicken and
goose; fresh made-to-order bread oven pizzas; grilled corn on the cob; cotton candy & ice cream sandwiches as the
kids bounced in the bounce house, played basketball on the makeshift court, and downed STEP-UP interns at the
dunk tank. Redeemer's worship band provided a power-house soundtrack before handing the stage over to the
Health Commons' Zumba Instructor Extraordinaire, Rhonda, who danced us into sunset while one of our Redeemer
neighbors gave rides around the neighboorhood in his original Model T Ford. As always, it was a magnificent party
celebrating Beloved Community at the close of summer.
Then on Saturday, August 24th, Redeemer joined up with Faith in Waconia for our annual Fishing with Faith
excursion -- and as you can see, we brought home some grub!
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[Showing Up For ________________________]
Redeemer Center for Life
The RCFL 2019 Gala is dedicated to all those who are SHOWING UP to support our diverse
programming. Whether you show up for Venture North, attainable housing, youth programming, the Due
North Podcast, workforce development, or equity and inclusion, we greatly appreciate your continued
support. We invite you to join us Saturday, October 5, 2019 from 5-8pm at International Market Square for
our 2019 Gala celebrating all of us who are "Showing Up for Redeemer Center for Life"
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join us!

SUNDAYS:
PRAYER & PRAI SE @ 10AM
WORSHI P @ 10: 30AM

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS:
MONDAY - THURSDAY 9AM-4PM
FRIDAY 9AM-12 NOON

