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Kelly Chatman

Corinthians 2: 2When I came to you, brothers and sisters, I did not come
proclaiming the mystery of God to you in lofty words or wisdom. 2For I
decided to know nothing among you except Jesus Christ, and him
crucified. 3And I came to you in weakness and in fear and in much
trembling. 4My speech and my proclamation were not with plausible
words of wisdom, but with a demonstration of the Spirit and of
power, 5so that your faith might rest not on human wisdom but on the
power of God.
When I was a youth, I started going to church on my own. When I first wandered
into the building, I found church to be a strange and wonderful place. In the
following visits, I would arrive by myself and soon found a spot to sit during the
service, which was behind three very old women. As I think about today, those old
women were probably the age that I am now. The church I started to call my
home happened to be a Lutheran church. It was a church that loved to sing, and
they all sang out of a book they called the hymnal. While I loved the experience of
being in a community in the midst of all the singing I was not able to participate
because I did not know how to read music.
On Sundays when I arrived at worship, I would strategically position myself behind
those three grey haired women. I discovered that if I leaned in, I practically could
feel the connection between those three old women and God. Similar to a surfer
catching a wave, I would grab a hymnal and lean in to a community connecting
with God.
These are challenging times for many in our congregation and world. Within our
congregation are the concerns of aging, physical health and fragile relationships.
In the current world we are bombarded with daily threat of walls, deportation and
expanding nuclear armament. We are compelled to be a congregation and church
called to sing ever more boldly of our God, in Jesus Christ where everyone is valued
and welcome to belong.
We follow in the witness of those followers who walked Joshua around the walls of
Jericho. They walked around that wall, sounding their horns until those walls came
down. I am grateful to live in a nation where “we the people” have a democracy
where walls of separation and fear go down even faster than constructed.

Keke, Nko & Emander
were confirmed on
Sunday, Feb. 12.
Read more about the
event on page 3,

So, let us heed these words of advice and witness as we begin the forty Lenten day
journey toward Easter. Lean in! Let’s take these forty days of Lent as a time to
position ourselves close to one another seeking our connection with God. Lean in,
listen, and experience how near God is. Lean in, through the study of God’s word.
Lean in, with another family or friend during the forty days of Lent and deepen
your connection with God.
The antidote to fear, distraction and division is a deeper connection with God. I
thank God for you Redeemer and our partners in ministry. Lean in!

COMMUNITY UPDATES
FROM THE INTERN Alissa Kretzmann
Dear Church,
It’s been a hard stretch hasn’t it? It seems like every day we are bombarded with more news
or personal hardships that make it hard to see the path forward. Many of us are asking what
we should be doing in this tense social and political atmosphere. Many of us are wondering
how we will balance our work and activism with our responsibilities at home and our desire
for rest! I can’t help but be reminded of the book of Ecclesiastes, in which the author says,
“There’s a season for everything
and a time for every matter under the heavens:
A time for giving birth and a time for dying,
A time for planting and a time for uprooting what was planted…” (Ecclesiastes 3: 1-2)
Ecclesiastes is a really interesting book of the Bible, one that oﬀers an honest and raw inquiry into the question of
the meaning of life. The entire book of Ecclesiastes is the story of one man who has lived a long life. He oﬀers
wisdom about what he has learned based on his biggest questions and his vast and wild experiences in the world.
Think about Ecclesiastes as an ancient version of one man’s ‘street smarts.’
In addition to observing that life comes with diﬀerent seasons, the author of Ecclesiastes observes that human life
is limited and fragile. As tempting as it is to think that our social media accounts or our stuﬀ, or our jobs can define
us and last forever, Ecclesiastes reminds us that this simply isn’t the case. It doesn’t matter how much stuﬀ we have
or how smart we are... eventually we all die. This sounds like sort of an abrupt and depressing thought, but it is
true! The people who originally read Ecclesiastes (they lived 500 years before Jesus!) had a hard time accepting this
truth. And our society is no diﬀerent.
This month, we’ll be entering the season of Lent, which is the time that we take to prepare for Easter. During Lent
we’ll remember the way that Jesus entered into suﬀering as he walked toward the cross. But Lent is also a time to
get in touch with our own brokenness, limitations, and fragility. It’s a time to to remind ourselves that all that we are
and all that we have comes from God. On Ash Wednesday we’ll say these words to help this message sink in,
"Remember that you are dust, and to dust you shall return.”
In a society that tells us that our stuﬀ and our bodies can define us and give us hope, God invites us into an identity
and hope that is much bigger than our stuﬀ, our bodies, or even our lives. With everything going on in our world
right now, that is a message that I need to keep hearing on repeat.
In Peace, Alissa Kretzmann, Pastoral Intern/Vicar
Fiddler on the Roof Performance
On Sunday, February 5 Ten Thousand Things
presented a free performance of “Fiddler on the
Roof.” There was a wonderful turn out for the
performance and for the post-show conversation
around cultural displacement and tradition
related to our context in North Minneapolis.
Long-time members of North Minneapolis were able to be apart of the conversation,
including a Jewish woman who lived through displacement in North Minneapolis.
Thank you to Ten Thousand Things theater company for providing Redeemer with
this wonderful day! Photo Credit: Paul Keller

ARTICLES & NEWS
Confirmation Celebration
Sunday February 12th, three of Redeemer's youth were confirmed!
Kieara(KeKe) shared her faith journey
though her relationship with her
mentors and shared a praise dance.
Emander shared her hopes for the
church and inspired us with her
beautiful voice, a gift she claims she has
used better through being connected
to Redeemer. Nko shared his faith
and relationship with God in tough
times and ushered for the
service. All three youth have
participated over the last three years
in confirmation and youth retreats. We are so proud of you!

Stewardship Sunday
How are we using our gifts to help Redeemer keep shining bright in the
community? This past Sunday, Redeemer celebrated Stewardship Sunday. We
reflected together about what it means to be good stewards in our community
and our world. With a form created by the Stewardship Team, members of the
Redeemer family shared with staﬀ and ministry leaders how they have used
their unique gifts in the past and how they hope to continue using their gifts in
the future. During a delicious community meal funded by a Thrivent Action
Team grant, ministry leaders and staﬀ were present to answer questions and
connect with potential ministry partners.
Looking for ways to use your gifts? Contact admin@redeemermpls.org to get connected with the leader of a
particular ministry.
Below are some of the amazing
ministries at Redeemer:
•
Worship
•
Stewardship/Giving
•
Youth
•
Sunday School/Nursery
•
Property Management
•
Outreach
•
Communications
•
Fellowship
•
Advocacy
With all the unique gifts present in
our community, we are able to do amazing things together. What a blessing!
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ARTICLES & NEWS
February Race and Education Forum Reflection
by Heather Anderson
I was so thankful I took the time to attend our recent Town Hall
conversation hosted at Redeemer. Shannon and Taiyon were such an
inspiration. Last week was crazy and I had to throw overtired kiddos in
the car, but I wouldn’t have missed their wisdom for anything. I was
moved by their vulnerable sharing of their personal and professional
struggles over the last few years. Their use of the word violence to
describe racial discrimination against students in the school environment
really resonated with me. They shared how much innocence and faith
we need to learn and create and how detrimental our schools can be for
our kids of color.
Both Shannon and Tai shared of times of isolation and sadness when their white co-workers and friends
understood and empathized with their struggles as black women, but refused to stand up or with them publicly.
Hearing their perspective so painfully and honestly deeply impacted me. They were witty, raw, intelligent, and I
hope I can hear more from them.

Redeemer Represented at Washington DC Women’s March
On Jan. 21st, 2 members of the Redeemer Music Team (Alyssa Schwitzer
and Kent Goodroad) along with their partners/Redeemer community
members (Elizabeth Hanson and Irene Fernando) marched in
Washington D.C. in solidarity with the "Women's March On
Washington." We joined close to 1,000,000 other marchers seeking
aﬀordable heath care, reproductive rights, equal pay for equal work
regardless of gender identity or race, racial justice, safe spaces for
immigrants and refugees, full inclusion for members of the LGBTQI+
community, among other issues. It was invigorating to see so many
people galvanized towards creating a more just and equitable world. We
were so excited to see so many other marches happening in the U.S. and
around the world, including the march in St. Paul. For many participants
and observers, the march was a starting point. Our hope is that we will continue this work in our daily lives, and
show up for communities striving for equality. Thanks to everyone who continues to stand up for justice
everyday!
2017 Holy Hoops Schedule
*Week 4: Sunday, March 5, Game 3:30pm
*Week 5: Sunday, March 12, Game 1:00pm
*Week 6: Sunday, March 19, Game TBD
Augsburg Tournament: April 2,
12:00-6:00pm
* indicate games played at Christ the King
in New Brighton, (1900 7th St NW, New
Brighton, MN 55112).

Redeemer’s
supportive fans
having fun
at the games!

UPCOMING EVENTS
Lenten Journey: Our Journeys of Faith
On March 1st, Ash Wednesday, we’ll begin the forty day journey that leads to Easter. The forty days in Lent are
an opportunity to spend time in reflection and contemplation about our faith.
We invite you to come and enjoy the Lenten Season in the company of community, great soup, and a thoughtfilled worship space each Wednesday night throughout the Lenten season. During these six Wednesday nights
during the season of Lent, we’ll gather around tables in the fellowship hall to gather for a time of breaking bread
and sharing rich conversation and worship.
The meal begins at 6:00pm but arrive when you can get there. At 7:00pm - we will sing, pray and participate in
table conversation. This year we will hear from voices from within Redeemer about their faith journeys. In our
table conversations we’ll reflect on our own spiritual lives; the struggles, questions and experiences that have led
us to where we are now. We hope you’ll bring the honest questions and longings that are on your heart. We also
hope that you will invite friends and
family for these great gatherings. We
Events During Lent
hope to see you there!
Week One 3/8 Soup Supper, 6:00pm — Holden Worship, 7:00pm
Week Two 3/15 Soup Supper, 6:00pm — Holden Worship, 7:00pm
Week Three 3/22 Soup Supper, 6:00pm — Holden Worship, 7:00pm
Week Four 3/29 Soup Supper, 6:00pm — Holden Worship,7:00pm
Week Five 4/5 Soup Supper, 6:00pm — Holden Worship, 7:00pm
Palm Sunday 4/9 Prayer & Praise, 10:00 am, Worship, 10:30 am
Maundy Thursday 4/13 Worship, 7:00pm
Good Friday
4/14Worship, 7:00pm
Easter Sunday
4/16 Sunrise Service, 7:00am
Worship, 10:30am
Singers Needed for “Northside Celebration”
Redeemer singers were recently asked to sing in a massive gospel choir with the St. Paul Chamber Orchestra,
Sanford Moore (Missionary Baptist Church/Penumbra Theater), and the Capri Theater. The celebration is called
"Northside Celebration," and will take place in North Minneapolis on March 18-19! This is a great opportunity for
Redeemer to join other northsiders to celebrate music and community. We would like to get as many people from
Redeemer to join this as possible. Please contact Kent at kgoodroad@gmail.com for more information and for a
rehearsal schedule!
March ‘Race and’ Forum: March 14th, 7:00pm (Redeemer Sanctuary)
Our next ‘Race and' forum will be held on March 14th at Redeemer. The event will be focused on Race and
Healthcare, featuring Dr. Julia Joseph-DiCaprio. The ongoing series is a partnership between Edina Community
Lutheran Church, Westwood Lutheran Church and Redeemer Lutheran Church.
Upcoming H-Cubed: March 31st, 7:30pm (The Living Room, 1716 Glenwood)
H-Cubed stands for Harrison, Healing, Harmony. H-Cubed is an open mic community space for healing. Come
join a fun, family-friendly open mic community space where we will share art, poetry, music, and conversation
around issues impacting the Harrison Neighborhood in North Minneapolis. A sign up sheet to perform or speak
will be available at the front of the venue the night of the event. The theme of this month's gathering will be
5
“Empire: Complicit or Resistant?” Hope to see you there, all are welcome!

MARCH WORSHIP ASSISTANTS
March 5

March 12

March 19

March 26

Greeter

Stephanie
Holloway

Stephanie
Holloway

Stephanie
Holloway

Stephanie
Holloway

Reader

Jennifer Dunn

Amy Courts

Rachel Birkdal

Helen Collins

Usher

Michael Simmons

Michael Simmons
Mike Terras

Michael Simmons

Michael Simmons

Communion

Michael Murray
Kristi Murray

Michael Murray
Kristi Murray

LEADERSHIP & CONTACT
REDEEMER STAFF
Kelly Chatman — Senior Pastor
612.374.4139 x 13/ 651.490.0888(h)/
pastor@redeemermpls.org
Alissa Kretzmann —Pastoral Intern
612.374.4139 x 15/vicar@redeemermpls.org
Sarah Stadie — Oﬃce Administrator/Communications
612.374.4139/ admin@redeemermpls.org
Laurie Beckman Yetzer — Bookkeeper
612.374.4139 x21/ bookkeeper@redeemermpls.org
Angela Bonfiglio — Youth Organizer and Project Coordinator

REDEEMER COUNCIL
President — Jeﬀ Felton
Vice President —Phillip Hussong
Secretary — Yordanos Martin
Treasurer — Mike Terras
Education — Helen Collins
Evangelism/Outreach — Kristen Gilbert
Fellowship —
Service/Advocacy — Heather Nissen
Property —
Stewardship — Amy Brandt
Worship, Arts & Music — Mike Murray
Youth — Mario Locust
REDEEMER CENTER FOR LIFE STAFF

612.374.4139 x23/ angela@redeemermpls.org
Kent Goodroad, Alyssa Schwitzer
Music Ministry Team/ x 23/musicteam@redeemermpls.org

Kelly Chatman — Executive Director/ 612.374.4139 x13
John Bueche — Assistant Director/ 612.377.4476
Babette Chatman — Director of Properties and Housing/
612.374.4139x16
Laurie Beckman Yetzer — Financial Director/ 612.377.4476
Erica Schultz — Communications Program Staﬀ/ 612.377.4476
Katherine Parent — Arts and Community Outreach/ 612.377.4476
Venture North Bike Shop/ 612.377.3029
Casey Pavek, Shop Manager
Derek Otte, Service Manager
Kendrick Hall, Assistant Manager
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REDEEMER MARCH
CALENDAR
SUNDAY

MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY
1

Ash Wednesday
4:00-6:00p.m.
RAP
7:00p.m. Ash
Wednesday
Service
5
9-10a.m. Adult
Gathering
10:00 a.m. Worship &
Praise
10:30a.m. Worship
Liturgy
3:30p.m. Redeemer
Holy Hoops Game,
Christ the King LC
12
Day Light Savings
9-10a.m. Adult
Gathering
10:00 a.m. Worship &
Praise
10:30a.m. Worship
Liturgy
1:00p.m. Redeemer
Holy Hoops Game,
Christ the King LC
19
9-10a.m. Adult
Gathering
10:00 a.m. Worship &
Praise
10:30a.m. Worship
Liturgy
Time TBD Redeemer
Holy Hoops Game,
Christ the King LC
26
9-10a.m. Adult
Gathering
10:00 a.m. Worship &
Praise
10:30a.m. Worship
Liturgy

6
3:00-6:00p.m.
Harrison Health
Commons, Living
Room
4:00-6:00p.m. RAP
7:00p.m. Open 12
Step Program

13
3:00-6:00p.m.
Harrison Health
Commons, Living
Room
4:00-6:00p.m. RAP
7:00p.m. Open 12
Step Program

20
3:00-6:00p.m.
Harrison Health
Commons, Living
Room
4:00-6:00p.m. RAP
7:00p.m. Open 12
Step Program

27
3:00-6:00p.m.
Harrison Health
Commons, Living
Room
4:00-6:00p.m. RAP
7:00p.m. Open 12
Step Program

7
9-12pm: Busy Fingers
11:30a.m.-1:00p.m.
Pastor Text Study
3:00-7:00p.m.
Harrison Health
Commons, Living
Room
6:00p.m. Teen Cafe
14
9-12pm: Busy Fingers
11:30a.m.-1:00p.m.
Pastor Text Study
3:00-7:00p.m.
Harrison Health
Commons, Living
Room
6:00p.m. Youth Bank
7:00p.m. Race and
Healthcare Forum
21
9-12pm: Busy Fingers
11:30a.m.-1:00p.m.
Pastor Text Study
3:00-7:00p.m.
Harrison Health
Commons, Living
Room
6:00p.m. Teen Night
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6:00-7:00p.m.
Zumba,
Fellowship Hall
6:00-9:00p.m.
Black Lives MaLer
CoaliNon MeeNng

6:00-7:00p.m.
Yoga, Living Room
6:00p.m. Open 12
Step Program

10:00a.m.-12:00p.m.
Men’s Group

9

10

11

6:00-7:00p.m.
Yoga, Living Room
6:00p.m. Open 12
Step Program

10:00a.m.-12:00p.m.
Men’s Group

17

18

6:00-7:00p.m.
Yoga, Living Room
6:00p.m. Open 12
Step Program

10:00a.m.-12:00p.m.
Men’s Group
11:00a.m.- 4:00p.m.
Breakfast Club

24

25

6:00-7:00p.m.
Yoga, Living Room
6:00p.m. Open 12
Step Program

10:00a.m.-12:00p.m.
Men’s Group

6:00-7:00p.m.
Zumba,
Fellowship Hall

16
6:00-7:00p.m.
Zumba,
Fellowship Hall

22
4:00-6:00p.m.
RAP
6:00p.m. Lenten
Service Soup
Supper
7:00p.m. Lenten
Service

28
9-12pm: Busy Fingers
11:30a.m.-1:00p.m.
Pastor Text Study
3:00-7:00p.m.
Harrison Health
Commons, Living
Room
6:00p.m. Youth Bank
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15
4:00-6:00p.m.
RAP
6:00p.m. Lenten
Service Soup
Supper
7:00p.m. Lenten
Service

23
6:00-7:00p.m.
Zumba,
Fellowship Hall

29
4:00-6:00p.m.
RAP

SATURDAY

2

8
4:00-6:00p.m.
RAP
6:00p.m. Lenten
Service Soup
Supper
7:00p.m. Lenten
Service

FRIDAY

30
6:00-7:00p.m.
Zumba,
Fellowship Hall

31
6:00-7:00p.m.
Yoga, Living Room
6:00p.m. Open 12
Step Program
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IN THIS ISSUE:
HOLY HOOPS
LENT SCHEDULE
& MORE!

JOIN US!
SUNDAYS:
Adult Bible Study: 9:00 A.M.
Prayers & Praise: 10:00 A.M.
Worship: 10:30 A.M.
* Sunday School
* Nursery
Church Oﬃce Hours:
Monday-Thursday: 9:00-4:00 P.M.
Friday: 9:00 A.M.- 12:00 P.M.
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