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January was a month of rejuvenation, rest, celebration, and even a little
weather-mandated hibernation!
On January 20th, we were graced with a wonderful MLK message from
Rev. Dr. Robin R. Bell, a professor at Northwestern University and
committed participant in the Seeing White podcast listening group who
also joined the Redeemer staff in January.
And on January 27th, we welcomed Sarah Stadie, Dana Nissen, and Paul
Raymond to church council through unanimous election.
We shared meals, broke bread, celebrated the legacy of
Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., and dove into 2019 with gusto. We
look forward to so much more ahead!
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From the Pastor

Kelly Chatman

"Now when John heard in prison about the things the Christ was doing, he sent
word by his disciples to Jesus, asking, “Are you the one who is to come, or should
we look for another?” Jesus responded, “Go, report to John what you hear and
see. Those who were blind are able to see. Those who were crippled are walking.
People with skin diseases are cleansed. Those who were deaf now hear. Those
who were dead are raised up. The poor have good news proclaimed to them.
Happy are those who do not stumble and fall because of me.” (Matthew 11:2-6)
Are you doing what you signed up for?
When I was in high school, I received a scholarship to
attend a private college prep high school. I felt very
honored to have been given the opportunity. The school
was deep in the suburbs, the academic rigor was very
challenging, and I was one of only two students who were
Black. Though attending the school was a great
opportunity, I soon reached the point where I'd simply
had enough. Emotionally, I did not feel that I could
continue. The racial and cultural bias was more than I had
signed up for.
After college, I enrolled in seminary and was excited with
the prospect of serving the church as pastor. That is, until
I found myself learning about the things that would not
be applicable to people who looked like me or came from
lives or communities like mine. After eight years of
church-related education in predominantly white
settings, I was seeking a stronger, more applicable
connection with ministry.
After one year in seminary, I left. What I was learning
was not what I had signed up for. I spent the next ten
years working and directing congregational social
ministry in Washington, D.C. I was again finding the fire
in me burning as I was blessed to accompany exoffenders and people who were homeless due primarily
to de-institutionalization of mentally ill people during the
Reagan Administration. I loved the work. It was what I
had signed up for!
This year I enter my 19th year at Redeemer and
Redeemer Center for Life. This ministry continues to be a
joy to me. Thanks be to God, it is what I signed up for.

Redeemer is more than a congregation; We are witnesses
to the God who is full of grace, and works through
imperfect people. Earlier this month, among the people in
worship, there was a young woman who with her finance
had visited during the week. They came seeking a church
where they might have their wedding, but they do not just
want a building -- they want a church home. She showed up
at worship for the first time that week, accompanied by her
mother and father. Not only did she confirm that Redeemer
is the right place for her, her parents were even more
excited. Praise God, they found what they had signed up
for!
During the annual meeting I visited with a young couple
who are also new to Redeemer. They are new to the area
and shared about having visited several churches. They
shared how when they left a church, they rarely shared the
same response after a visit. But after their visit at
Redeemer, they both felt they'd found a church home. They
found what they had signed up for!
To be sure, Redeemer is not for everybody. The suburban
high school and seminary I attended are not what
everybody is looking for either.
When we are baptized, the pastor, with water and words,
calls and redeems us as the children God and sets us on a
journey of life knowing that we are not alone. Martin
Luther says, “We are all beggars showing one another
where to find the bread of eternal life.”
What a blessing it is to be share this journey together -mission partners, visitors, staff, members, friends and
strangers -- as we go in search of that beloved community
we signed up for.
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MLK Celebration
On January 20th, Redeemer joined thousands of
congregations across the country in celebrating
the life and legacy of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
After listening to the inspired preaching of Rev.
Dr. Robin R. Bell, Redeemer gathered in the
Fellowship Hall for a feast, and for the first time
ever we ran out of food! What a wonderful gift it
is to serve so many people!
After our meal, we were blessed with the
beautiful music and storytelling of the
Redeemer praise team with special guests
renowned opera singer, Mary Lou Williams
and her son, Chris Williams. Together, they
took us on a journey through old Negro
Spirituals and the impact that music had and
still has on the Black soul today.
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Remembering Naoko Pellinen
On Wednesday, January 30th, we were deeply saddened by the news of
our beloved Redeemer friend and member, Naoko Pellinen, spouse
to David Pellinen and mother to their two beautiful children, Kiyoshi (10)
and Isaih (7). During Wednesday's brutal polar vortex, Naoko was was in a
car accident in which her car struck a tree. When first responders arrived,
they could not revive her.
Naoko was born December 16th, 1981 and raised in Japan. Her mother and
father didn’t push her to study in school, they let Naoko decide which path
to follow. When she chose to study, her parents fully supported her efforts.
Naoko became skilled in anything she set her mind to do. Among other
talents she was an excellent sketch artist, painter, pianist and a talented
seamstress.

Naoko moved to the US to learn English in 2002 and dreamed of seeing New York City. She found an
English program at Trinity Lutheran College located in Issaquah, WA. She met a young man named David
who she quickly identified as, “...really nice, or really weird.” She quickly made many friends who gave her a
Bible and invited her to church weekly at Horizon Church in Seattle.
Having no religious upbringing, Naoko was amazed week by week as the preachers, bible readings and
songs addressed and answered, one by one, each of Naoko’s unspoken questions about God and Christian
life. She found love and a sense of purpose. She was baptized at Horizon Church in 2003. She was nervous
about losing the support of her parents because of her decision and sought their approval. They told her it’s
fine to be Christian, as long as you are a good one.
Naoko pursued her dreams with determination. As a young college student, Naoko moved to New York City
in 2003 where she built a life and community as a nursing student at Borough of Manhattan Community
College. After graduating and passing the board exam as a Resident Nurse in 2007, she moved to
Minnesota where she briefly lived in an apartment above Milda's with two LVC interns. She was welcomed
with loving arms by the community at Redeemer Lutheran Church and Redeemer Center for Life. She and
her husband David would soon marry and start a family. After marrying at Redeemer, Naoko and David were
foundational leaders in youth and young adult ministry, and could often be found dancing, singing, and
playing with community youth. When Redeemer Center for Life began investing in properties, Naoko and
David became some of the first owners of RCFL's first house at the corner of 4th & Morgan.
Among her many and incredible talents, Naoko was a seamstress who made her own wedding dress and all
of her bridesmaids dresses. She tailored and sewed dresses for school formals and made dresses and
accessories for cultural performances. She made many costumes from scratch and loved giving her time and
talents.
At the time of her death, Naoko worked full time as a nurse with Provident Home Healthcare and was a
prominent and deeply dedicated board member of the Minnesota Japanese School. She was well loved and
respected in each of these roles.
Naoko is remembered by all as a devoted community member, a loving wife and mother, and one whose
arms were always open and welcoming to families and children upon whom she'd lavish love and care. Our
grief is deep.
On Monday, February 4th, her family shared in an intimate traditional Japanese cremation service. All who
love the Pellinen family and consider Redeemer their home are invited to surround them at a memorial
service celebrating Naoko and comforting those she left behind, to be held at Redeemer on February 9,
2019 at 3pm.
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Updates & Announcements
COME TOGETHER GATHERING:
On Sunday February 17, Redeemer will be
the host site for Come Together, a time of
healing prayer, praise and hope. This
month’s Come Together will include
conversation time between Jodi Harpstead,
CEO of Lutheran Social Services and Pastor
Kelly Chatman, senior pastor at Redeemer
and director for non-profit, Redeemer Center
for Life.
Come Together is a monthly gathering of people who attend a variety of churches and faith-based
organizations around the Twin Cities of Minneapolis and Saint Paul. We pray for peace and an end to
violence in our world, our communities, and our homes.
Come Together for music, prayer, contemplation and discussion at a different location in the Twin Cities
each month is welcome to attend. We invite you to Come Together which will begin at 4:00 pm and
conclude at 5:15pm with refreshments and prayer walk in the Harrison Neighborhood.

SO LONG, MARY!
Last month we bade farewell to Mary Simonson Clark who dedicated
many years and countless hours to Redeemer and Redeemer Center for
Life in development, event planning, coordination with Thrivent Financial.
Mary is remembered and celebrated for her attention to detail, and her
consistent networking with partner congregations and the Redeemer
congregation to utilize Thrivent Action Teams through which we've been
able to accomplish more than we would otherwise have imagined,
including feeding countless beautiful souls at Summer Cookouts and our
annual Block Party.

church council
Executive Council Members:
Sarah Stadie, President
Dana Nissen, Vice President
Rachel Birkedal, Secretary
Mike Tarras, Treasurer

Council Members:
Paul Raymond, Education
Geoff Meyer, Evangelism + Outreach
Siri Fiebiger, Service + Advocacy
Steve Patnode, Fellowship
Stuart Munk, Property
Linnae Nelson Seys, Stewardship
Paul Koopman, Worship, Arts, + Music
Cora Iverson, Youth

church staff
Senior Pastor: Kelly Chatman
Associate Pastor: Babette Chatman
Office Administrator: Amy Koopman
Music Ministry: Kent Goodroad
Alyssa Schwitzer
Traiveon Dunlap
Emander Deward
Children + Youth: Trai Dunlap
Zach Watson
Maintenance: Tyrone Wade
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WHITE
(c) 2018 by Andrea Wynands

During the fall of 2018, Andrea Wynands was a consistent member of the Redeemer book club and the
Seeing White podcast listening group. After reading Austin Channing Brown's book, I'm Still Here: Black
Dignity in a World Made for Whiteness and listening to the 14-episode podcast, she was moved to write
this poem out of her own experience of privilege and grief.

White.
Our society has held it high and defended it fiercely
(at the expense of honest history).
Each body that it uplifts,
As one of many “well earned” gifts,
Has in each eye a corrective lens
Which, not light, but power bends
Toward the wearer that we may see
Anything other than the disparities.
Blind to the safety, advantage, favour I get.
Blind to isolation, otherness, pain I beget.
Until

I close my eyes to listen to my sisters’ stories.
Hold my tongue and let them give their own histories.
The anger and pain take up space.
If I acknowledge it, hot and wet, my own anger runs down my
face.
It is uncomfortable, as the tears dislodge
My privilege, the lens that kept me in a fog.
But if I stop, what does that say?
That my current comfort matters more than their pain.
Pastor B. says this idol, too, must fall,
And who more equipped than I to answer that call
To join those who are chipping, piece by piece,
Away the systems and institutions of supremacy.
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Join Us!
S U N D A Y S M O R N I N G S:
PRAYER & PRAISE @ 10AM
WORSHIP @ 10:30AM
CHURCH OFFICE HOURS:
MONDAY - THURSDAY 9AM-4PM
FRIDAY 9AM-12 NOON

