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SAVE THE DATE //

Christmas Store / Dec. 9th
9-11:30am

New to Redeemer
Fellowship & Lunch /
Dec. 10th | Fellowship Hall
After Worship

from pastor Kelly Chatman //
The Season of Advent provides for us the
opportunity to tune our hearts, ears, minds, and
voices to the Spirit and movement of God. In the
midst of all the pressure and excitement to purchase,
party, and pack everything into the days preceding
Christmas, Advent is a time to slow down and tune
into God. Sunday worship offers us time to reflect on the true meaning of
the season and the hope and meaning of God being birthed into our very
lives.
These four weeks of Advent leading up to Christmas provide a time to
remember the journey of God breaking into the world to bring hope, love,
and restoration. Advent is the manifestation of the psalmist's reminder to
“Be still and know that I am God." In the midst of the frenetic pace, the
hustle and bustle of life, Advent is the invitation to settle and attune our
whole selves to God’s Spirit.
Purple and Blue are the colors of Advent. On December 3rd, the church
across the globe will enter the season of Advent. In unity with our brothers
and sisters of every tribe and race, we celebrate God becoming flesh to
enter the world and dwell among us to reveal grace to all.

H-Cubed / Dec. 15th
The Living Room | 7:30pm

Christmas Pageant /
Dec. 17th | During Worship

The Advent Season also begins the New Year for the church throughout the
world. This year, Christmas Eve will fall on Sunday. We will worship together
at our regular worship time 10:30am, after our weekly 10am Prayer and
Praise. And in the evening, we’ll gather for a Christmas Eve service at 7pm.
Once again, Redeemer’s sanctuary will be adorned in purple and blue to
represent penitence and fasting. Purple and blue also represent the colors
of royalty as we welcome Christ into our world.
May this season of Advent usher your your mind, heart, ears, and voice into
a place of deep connection with the Spirit Christ among us.

from vicar Matt Canniff-Kesecker //

The Church: A Place for Thanks-Giving and Receiving // My family was
blessed to share this Thanksgiving with members of the Redeemer
community. We had expected to spend the day with just our little family,
until some church folks spontaneously decided to organize a community
meal in the fellowship hall and invited us to join. We accepted and I’m so
glad we did. The meal was a wonderful gathering of people young and old,
black and white, newcomers to
Redeemer and long-timers, people who worship here and people who just
know the church by living in the neighborhood.
Once grace was said and our plates were heaped with turkey and fixins, we
undertook that lovely ritual of going around the table with each person
sharing something for which they felt thankful. Family, friends, health and
good food were all covered, of course. When my turn came, I looked around
at all the faces gathered together around that feast, and what came to my
mind was how profoundly thankful I am for the church. Certainly for
Redeemer, which has quickly become our home, and for the generous
welcome we have received from the people here. But also for the church
universal, that great body of
believers that stretches
across time and space. It is
through God’s use of the
church that my family can
move a thousand miles from
home and still spend
Thanksgiving in community, with family who only recently were
complete strangers to us. It is through the church that people
from such different walks of life have reason to sit together
around a Thanksgiving table and celebrate together. It is
through the church that we are fed by Jesus with what we need
to sustain us in this life.
I had a conversation with a member of Redeemer over dinner
that gave me a new perspective on how God uses the church. I
asked this woman how she came to the congregation, and she
told me that she and her husband had looked for a church home for a while without finding a good fit, but then
something happened that changed her outlook. Her father became ill, and during his struggle she watched as
her parents’ small congregation, the one she was raised in, rallied around them. Her parents spent a lifetime
helping others through the church, and now it was their turn to receive love and support. The church held a
fundraiser for them, and the cover of the guest sign-in book read, “For a couple who has given so much to so
many.” She told me that it was then that she realized what she felt was missing in her life and what she was
looking for in a church: a place to give. I was struck how that notion totally flips the idea of “church-shopping;”
she wasn’t looking for what she could get out of a church, but for a community where she could give to others.
She recognized giving as a need in her life.
Dear friends, through the church, God gives us what we need: a community in which we receive the real
presence of Christ and share it with others. Let us both receive and give daily in thanks to God.
In Christ,
Vicar Matt
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RCFL’s Sunrise Lowdown Breakfast by congregant + board member Tom Fiebiger
A t 7 : 0 0 a m o n Tu e s d a y ,
November 14th, Redeemer’s
Fellowship Hall was packed!
Folks had come from all over our
community to attend an
informational breakfast put on by
Redeemer Center for Life (RCFL)
staff - to listen and learn about
the life-changing work RCFL is
doing in the Harrison neighborhood and broader North
Minneapolis. Many of those in
attendance were guests of RCFL
board members.
RCFL Associate Director John
Bueche kicked off the event with
a brief history of RCFL’s beginnings as the nonprofit arm of
Redeemer in 1999, and when he
asked who in the room was new
to RCFL, almost everyone’s hands
went up. New relation-ships?
New partners?
We heard from Pastor Babette
Chatman about the 26 units of
attainable rental housing RCFL
currently provides for folks in the
neighborhood and about RCFL’s
role in helping facilitate housing
for teens whose parents had
died. This was a neighborhood
need that had flowed from her
own experiences of taking these
kids in herself, caring for them,
and then working with RCFL to
find a creative solution to real-life
problems. Big problems.
We h ea rd f ro m a y o u n g
woman, Cora, who graciously
and courageously shared about
her own struggles as a single

mother, and about her connectedness to Redeemer Lutheran
Church over the past several years,
and now to RCFL as she and her
young son were finding a community and home in RCFL housing,
as well as valuable assistance with
navigating life skills such as job
hunting and parenting.
Associate Director Jia Starr
Brown spoke with great pride and
eloquence as she shared details of
t h i s p a s t s u m m e r ’s ST E P- U P
program that had 18 young people
(ages 15 and 16) from the neighborhood engaged for 6 weeks in
learning about different careers
and equity and helped them try out
what they learned in their community. That included developing
creative ways to share what they
learned about equity with younger
kids in Redeemer’s “Kids in Action”
program. I and many others
learned how RCFL is helping
develop confidence in our neighborhood young people and teaching them about the importance of
developing relationships and how
to be mentors.
Minneapolis City Council Elect
member Jeremiah Ellison, who
had helped teach youth this past
summer at Redeemer as part of the
Step Up program, was also present
at the breakfast. . . because that’s
what you do: You show up.
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(continued from page 3)

All this time while these
testimonies were being delivered
at the breakfast, the positive energy
level I felt developing in the room
among our friends new to RCFL was
rising and it was palpable.
We also heard from Casey Pavek,
who manages Venture North (the
only bike shop in north Minneapolis), about their selling new and
refurbished bikes, but also about all
the ways young people are
engaged in learning about and
doing bike repair at Venture North.
He shared how we have been
training young people at Venture
North to be not only bike mechanics, but teachers and mentors to
others. Oh, and they also make the
best coffee on the North Side!
The Health Commons folks invited
those present to just stop by and
experience their open hours at the
Living Room. The collaboration with
Fairview and the University of
Minnesota was lifted up. Our guests

Heard about the free nurse consultations, massages, and yoga classes
filling the Living Room, as well as
the Zumba class filling Redeemer’s
Fellowship Hall.
Quite a few people stayed around
after the breakfast to visit, ask
questions and tour the Redeemer
campus. It was a morning filled with
excitement and hope.
As a Redeemer member and RCFL
board member, I am grateful to the
staff who worked so well together
t o p u t o n t h i s i n f o r m at i o n a l
breakfast so we could share with
our neighbors and potential new
partners the real and tangible ways
Redeemer Center for Life is changing lives, creating and fostering
relationships, and transforming the
narrative in the Harrison neighborhood and broader North Minneapolis.

redeemer announcements //
CHRISTMAS STORE | December 9, 2017 | 9-11:30am // Each year, we welcome community families to our
Christmas Store, where kids can purchase four presents for $1, and have them gift wrapped for family members.
This year, we’re excited to give parents & guardians some pampering in the Living Room while their kids shop,
with free hand massages and massages through Health Commons!
ANNUAL BUDGET MEETING | December 10, 2017 // Redeemer’s annual congressional meeting to approve
our 2018 budget will take place after the service on December 10th!
CHRISTMAS EVE at REDEEMER // This year, Christmas Eve falls on Sunday. As such, we will host our regular
morning prayer + praise and worship services at 10am and 10:30am respectively. And we will also host an
evening Christmas Eve service at 7pm. All are welcome!
CHRISTMAS HOURS // Christmas Monday and New Year’s Monday, Redeemer offices will be closed. Watch for
further announcements regarding any additional church hour adjustments for the holidays!
COMING JANUARY 10th: “WHY DO WE DO WHAT WE DO?” | Adult Bible Study // Have you ever
wondered why we do the things we do in church? Why do we use the word "catholic" in the Creed we recite
every Sunday? Why are there three different Scriptures read every week (and how are they chosen)? Why do
ministers wear a gown (known as an "alb") during church service? Why do the colors in the sanctuary change
with certain seasons? Together, we'll take a fresh and interactive look at these "whys" (and so many more!) in the
church! We will explore why we do what we do as a church, as Christians, and as Lutherans. Got a "why"
question? Bring it along! We will discover the answers together every Wednesday night, beginning January
10th. Put it on your calendar! And bring the kiddos - dinner and child care are available!
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church updates //
giving update //

actual:

budgeted:

revenue

$274,489.55

$371,673.01

expenses

$361,047.90

$369,205.91

monthly tithes

$12,381.98

$17,749

monthly partner
giving

$1,724.10

$3,944.11

executive council members //
president: Jeff Felton
vice president: Phillip Hussong
secretary: Yordanos Martin
treasurer: Mike Terras

financial update from Mike Tarras // With only one more
message before the end of the year, I thought that it was time to
reflect on the opportunities that lie before us as a faith community
with an incredibly vibrant, growing, and influential position. With
these blessings comes a responsibility — we are the stewards of
Redeemer, and we will soon begin a debt elimination campaign to
solidify the financial health of our church. Members of the
congregation will see this reflected in our budget for 2018 in the
next couple months, but I wanted to bring it up here, so we can all
plan for the year ahead. Currently we have a debt of
approximately $350,000 and we will be looking to erase that in the
next two years. We will do this through the coming campaign, and
some fortuitous organizational agreements, which we will discuss
in more detail soon. This will make Redeemer a more attractive
target for grants and additional financial support to help continue
our work as a beacon of hope, not only in our Harrison
neighborhood, but throughout North Minneapolis. Stay tuned!
As always, if you have any feedback or questions, you can contact
me via phone: 612.231.8323 or email: mtarras@gmail.com

council members //
Helen Collins (education), Kristen Gilbert (evangelism + outreach), Heather Nissen (service + advocacy),
Stuart Munk (Property), Amy Brandt (stewardship), Mike Murray (worship, arts, & music), Mario “Beanie” Locust (youth)

every week at redeemer //

church staff //
senior pastor Kelly Chatman

sun // adult bible study
9am / library

mon // health commons @
the living room /
3-6pm

tue // busy fingers crafting
fellowship
9am-12pm / sewing
room

prayer+praise
10am / sanctuary

worship+liturgy
10:30am / sanctuary

pastoral intern Matt Canniff-Keseckeer

narcotics anonymous
6pm / fellowship hall

office administrator &
communications Amy Koopman

health commons @
the living room / 3-6pm

bookkeeper Laurie Beckman Yetzer
communications Erica S. Schultz
music ministry Kent Goodroad
Alyssa Schwitzer
Traiveon Dunlap
Emander Deward

wed // $1 coffee @ venture
north 11am-7pm

thu // zumba / 6-7pm
fellowship hall

fri // church office closes /
12pm

sat // men’s group

10am-12pm / upstairs

associate pastor Babette Chatman

health commons @ the
living room / healing
circles, 5-7pm (thru 12/21)
health commons yoga /
6-7pm, living room

narcotics
anonymous / 6pm
fellowship hall

sunday school
Helen Collins
coordinator
children and youth Bethany Kyle
Seth Wynands
lutheran volunteer
corps Bitta Gordon
maintenance staff Tyrone Wade
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JOIN US SUNDAYS:
Prayers & Praise: 10am
Worship: 10:30am
CHURCH OFFICE HOURS:
Monday-Thursday: 9am-4pm
Friday: 9am-12pm

Redeemer Youth gathered with Vicar Matt and LVC intern Bitta Gordon on
November 19th for a bowling night and to begin planning the year ahead!

