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In Transition

THE REV. DR. SHARON KELLY
Interim ministry is like a settled call with a pastor as
extended by the congregation--there are completed
outcomes and ministry tasks. One very important
outcome of interim ministry hosted by the Redeemer
Council newly appointed Call Committee is the
included transition report. This report summarizes the
responses to the transition questions provided by the
Minneapolis Area Synod.

image: (c) Tim Evans

Your responses aggregated by the Call Committee

serving as the transition team from participating during the in person Lenten
transition conversations that were interrupted by the current global pandemic
and quarantine. We had two Wednesday evening conversations hosted by me
and Council Vice-President Curtis Coats with group responses recorded on
paper.
Once the quarantine began all the transition conversations moved to Zoom,
an online platform for meetings, on Wednesdays and Sundays hosted by VP
Coats and myself. The Call Committee listened to the
Sun.

recorded Wed. and

Zoom gatherings, read the transcribed recordings, and the online

responses to the transition questions for compiling their reported summaries.
The Lord be praised for this ministry of listening, talking, and writing by the
Call Committee. The ministry of the Call Committee is in being conversant with
the Spirit about the faithful commitment to God in Christ Jesus at Redeemer by
listening to the seen and unseen. We give thanks for their completion of your
transition report!
If you haven't heard the brief study of the five chapters of First Peter on the
Redeemer Lutheran website page, give it a listen. Another opportunity for study
and reflection is the Revised Common Lectionary on the Gospel of Matthew
provided by The Reverend Dr. Mark Wegner of the Minneapolis Area Synod
called Just-A-Minute, which is included at the end of this newsletter and will
be shared in weekly announcements as well. Give it a quick read and discuss
with family and friends (in person, online, or over the phone). Post a comment
or send me an email, for I will use it for preaching and praying.

Council President
SIRI FIEBIGER

Dear Beloved Community,
‘Peace be with you’....the words we are so longing to say
out loud in each other’s presence, and receive the same
in response.
Your council leaders are grappling with the question of when and how to
come together to do just that. We’re having a special meeting dedicated to

continued...
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this complex discernment in a couple weeks. Because we have this window
of late summer/early fall weather that provides a layer of safety not
Your council leaders are grappling with the question of when and how to
come together to do just that. We’re having a special meeting dedicated to
this complex discernment in a couple weeks. Because we have this window
of late summer/early fall weather that provides a layer of safety not
available indoors, we’re exploring what outdoor worship could look like following the guidelines from the medical and public health experts, and
state mandates. Thanks to Pastor Kelly, we received a grant from the Synod
for a COVID related project which we’ll spend on our own speaker system
and a radio transmitter, amenable to broadcasting the worship to one’s car
radio, thus giving us options for participation. September would be the
earliest anticipated date.
First of all, we will continue to record and post our service on line for
those at home. We know there are a broad range of conflicting emotions
about coming together, particularly given the impossibility of predicting the
absolute risks. Current data suggests outdoor worship is relatively safe and is
being conducted by churches larger than Redeemer. We will lean on each of
your wisdom to make your own choices. None of us can presume to know for
the other what determines quality of life as compared to one’s personal risk
of serious infection, particularly as we anticipate several more months of the
same. Nor can Redeemer stray from its tradition of shared decision making.
We want to make all feasible options available, trusting parents and
physically vulnerable members to decide for themselves, and honoring those
decisions. We will however ask that anyone who is ill and/or been exposed to
someone ill (with any infectious illness) stay home. Mandatory masks, physical
distancing and the other guidelines will be extensively communicated in
advance.
In the meantime, we’re beginning the ‘Passing the Peace 2.0’. Since we
aren’t gathering in person, the Council thought then instead to connect with
as many of you as possible by phone over these next weeks. This is our
opportunity to resume and deepen our connections, tending to each others’
needs, supporting essential work, and visioning for our future together.
We celebrate the work done by our Transition Team as they have
gathered and amplified your voices, led by Pastor Kelly. That vital work has
been shared here in the newsletter. They now transition into the Call
Committee and will be officially installed this month during worship.
As we prepare to call our new pastor, the final step will be the
congregational voting on the candidate proposed by the Call Committee.
The Council wants to clarify and then broadcast the inclusive Redeemer
definition of ‘voting member.' To that end, a committee is forming to get this
done, and so far includes Curtis Coats, Mary Britt, Maren Hulden, T Williams
and myself. Please let me or Amy in the office know if you’re interested in
participating.

Blessings,
Siri, Servant Leader
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Redeemer Center
for Life
Executive Director
VERONICA HAWMAN

Greetings, Redeemer Lutheran Church!

My name is Veronica Hawman, and I am the new Executive
Director for Redeemer Center for Life. I wanted to say “Hello”, as
we cannot meet in person, and let you know how excited I am to
partner with you. I was born and raised in Minnesota, and
consider all of the twin cities my home. I recently moved to Saint
Paul, but I have worked and worshipped in North Minneapolis for
years.

To act as an agent of hope and transformation to preserve a
vibrant community in the Harrison neighborhood & broader North
Minneapolis - is not only our mission, but a declaration of who we
are and what we stand for.

Thank you for inviting me to join this vibrant community. I am
excited to continue cultivating our current relationships, while
planting seeds to foster new ones. Tangible, transformative, lifechanging work… This is my passion. Redeemer Center for Life and
Redeemer Lutheran Church have a deep history in the community
and I appreciate the opportunity to be a part of the next
chapter!

Veronica Hawman
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Call Committee Transition Report

As Redeemer moves through this season of transition, one of our chief priorities has been creating
a transition report for the Minneapolis Area Synod to reflect who we are as a congregation, what
defines us, and what our intentions are moving into the future according to the many interviews
we conducted with Redeemer congregants and neighbors. That report is below.

1A: WHAT IS THE HISTORY OF REDEEMER?
Redeemer Church Historical Timelines exist from 1909-2020.
Redeemer Lutheran Church was established in 1909, Reverend John A. Zundel was
the founding pastor. Its membership was all Caucasian of mostly Scandinavian/PanEuropean ethnicities. The congregation was self-sustaining within five years. In 1929,
a new building was erected on the current site and in 1964 an addition was built
adding office and classroom spaces. During its first 50 years, Redeemer was a
“cradle to grave” congregation. One could expect to be born, baptized, confirmed,
married and buried as a member at Redeemer. The Redeemer congregation was
proud of its contribution to the country’s war efforts during WWII. During the course
of the war approximately 300 members enlisted or were drafted to serve in the
military. The congregation’s membership grew to upwards of 500 members by the
end of the 1940s. By the early 1960s the social, economic and racial demographics
began to change. Its historic membership was aging and many were moving away.
Although the community demographics were changing, Redeemer remained an all
white congregation. It wasn’t until 1981 that Redeemer received its first African
American family (Luvene Jackson) into membership and it would be almost another
10 years before there were multiple families of color in membership.
It was during the late 1980s, as the congregation’s membership continued to
decline, the leadership in the congregation and at the Synod began to question the
viability of a Lutheran Church in that community. In 1987, under the leadership of
Interim Pastor Keith Olstad, “Beacon of Hope” was inserted in the church’s mission
statement. In 1990, Redeemer called its first African American pastor, Reverend
Tyrone Partee, and in 1991 the congregation called its first female pastor, Reverend
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continued...
Susanne Ferkey. Having two pastors, one black and the other white and one male
and the other female presented its own problems and the congregation did not
quite know how to best utilize the talents of the two pastors. What it tended to
highlight was a racial divide in the congregation that no one knew quite how to deal
with. Two services were held, one at 8:00 AM and one at 10 AM. The white female
pastor presided over the first service and the black male pastor presided over the
10:00 AM service. There were only white members at the first service. The second
service was integrated. Pastor Ferky’s tenure ended in 1993 and Pastor Partee in
1995. The number of families of color and interracial families, including couples of
Caucasian women and African American men, began to increase in the 1990s and
continued to accelerate to the present. At no time have families of color been in the
majority of the membership. Over the past 25 years the church congregation has
also expanded its diverse membership to include a growing number of LGBTQIA+
members.
Following Pastor Partee’s leave as pastor at Redeemer, the Synod again began
to question the viability of a Lutheran congregation in the Harrison neighborhood.
The leadership, particularly those who had been there for years, recommitted
themselves for ministry in the Harrison neighborhood. It was at that time that the
mission statement was re-examined and amended to state that the congregation
was a “Beacon of Hope in the Harrison Neighborhood” and the plan was to do what
was necessary to reflect that. Reverend Phil Anderson served as Interim Pastor from
the summer 1995 until the fall of 1996 when Reverend Steve Lomen was called. He
began his tenure in February 1997. During his tenure, a canvas of the Bryn Mawr and
Harrison neighborhoods was conducted, Redeemer Center for Life (RCFL) was
established and Milda’s Café was relocated into its current building. Reverend
Lomen served as pastor and Executive Director of RCFL until 2000. Reverend Kelly
Chatman was called to succeed Rev. Lomen as Pastor at Redeemer. Reverend
Lomen remained for several months as Executive Director of RCFL. Marilu Thomas
was hired to succeed Lomen as RCFL Executive Director. Pastor Chatman assumed
the role of RCFL Executive Director upon Marilu Thomas’ departure from that
position. Pastor Chatman held both positions until the end of his tenure as Pastor at
Redeemer. His tenure as Executive Director at RCFL ended July 1, 2020.
During 1997-2000, Under Pastor Lomen’s leadership Redeemer began to acquire
property in the immediate area through purchases and gifts from individual
benefactors from the local Lutheran community. The acquisition of property through
RCFL accelerated under Pastor Chatman’s leadership to include Venture North and
the Glenwood House.
Pr. Chatman, Pr. Babette Chatman (Pr. Chatman’s sister), Dave Scherer (a.k.a.
AGAPE), Carolyn Scherer, along with several other urban and suburban churches,
started a youth worship service called JUMP (Joint Urban Ministry and Praise). This, in
conjunction with a Redeemer outreach youth space called The Peace Palace (home
to many youth ministry activities that partnered with several congregations), led to
the Redeemer Hip Hop troop RJC (Redeemer Jump Crew). RJC afforded young
people the opportunity to write and perform at both the ELCA MYLE (Multicultural
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Youth Leadership Event) and National ELCA Youth Gatherings. Several of the youth
in RJC went on to work for RCFL and live in RCFL housing as young adults.
Redeemer Church and RCFL currently owns Milda’s Corner, Glenwood House, and
all of the properties in the square block on which the church is located. We are in
our third wave of existence- hoping to live into our mission to be a Beacon of Hope.

1B: WHAT DO WE SAY ABOUT OURSELVES?
Redeemer is a beacon of hope and an anchor in all of the communities we serve.
We are a welcoming place where people find belonging, and we seek justice for our
beloved community. In our space, seeds are planted and harvested, the bounty of
which is invested in our neighborhood.

1C: HOW DO OTHERS DESCRIBE US?
Redeemer is described as a welcoming church that supports and cares about the
local community and its members. It is a safe space for people to heal, grieve and
breathe, especially people in recovery and youth. Redeemer is mission focused,
working for justice and equity. It is a progressive and authentic church. Redeemer is
a role model for and through community and congregational partnerships.
Redeemer appears diverse to the broader ELCA church but some in the community
do not consider it a diverse space. Some would say Redeemer is not successful in
bridging gaps across other cultures- Hmong, Latinx. Some neighborhood community
members see Redeemer as the place with great grill outs and a large block party.
Redeemer has been on the frontlines of fighting gentrification in the neighborhood.
It has been described as Pastor Kelly’s church.

2: WHAT ARE THE PARTICULAR GIFTS OF THIS CONGREGATION?
Redeemer is blessed with an abundant array of gifts. We have accomplished
musicians, a talented band, and an inspiring praise team leading our Sunday
worship. Our music ministry participates in and leads events throughout the ELCA
and community. Redeemer hosts and organizes events that bring the community
together in the Harrison neighborhood, such events include our Christmas Store, Soul
Food dinner, and Block Party. Our relationship with Redeemer Center for Life (RCFL),
our church partners, and other community partners are examples of how we live out
our mission of being a beacon of hope in the community. Partnering with RCFL
allows us to provide education, housing, and mentoring of new leaders. We are also
gifted in how the members of Redeemer are willing to be involved and offer help
whenever there is a need.

3: WHY IS IT IMPORTANT THAT WE CONTINUE?
It is imperative that Redeemer remains a beacon of hope in our changing
community. To do this we need to continue our connection between Redeemer and
RCFL,RCFL, Redeemer and the ELCA, and most importantly Redeemer and the
community. We are a place people can come holding multiple identities to help
sustain our faith, souls and family. We are a training ground for new leaders, a role
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model for the ELCA, as well as an example to other churches that community-based
faith can be done. Redeemer has become a critical mediating institution in the
community - as other mediating institutions are being torn apart.

4: WHAT ARE OUR CORE VALUES?
Redeemer is nurtured and guided by God’s renewing and creative Spirit (Psalm
104:30). We are all created in God’s image: everyone is part of God’s beloved
community. The Spirit of the living God meets you at the front door when you arrive
and this same Spirit accompanies you home. Through relationship, Redeemer
identifies giftedness both in its members and its Harrison neighbors. Redeemer
meets the needs of our neighbors in real time, knowing needs change as the
community changes. Anchored in God’s Word, Redeemer believes: we must
dismantle structural racism, Black Lives Matter, LGBTQIA+ Lives Matter, young
people’s visions should be cultivated, everyone is both student and teacher, the
wisdom of and experience of our elders is invaluable, speaking truth to power.

“For I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave
me something to drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me,
I was naked and you gave me clothing, I was sick and you took care of me,
I was in prison and you visited me.” (Matthew 25: 35-36)

5A: WHAT ARE WE WILLING TO GIVE UP TO BETTER CARRY OUT OUR PURPOSE?
We must be willing to examine, address and dismantle all forms of oppression,
power dynamics, and privilege - Redeemer must be willing to give up our
comfortability. We are willing to give up the idea of being a big church, and owning
our current building. Redeemer is willing to give up our visible position within the
ELCA and any benefits therewith, while maintaining our connections to the national
church. We are willing to abandon traditional, liturgical, ways of being a church. Our
old means of internal leadership: through consolidated information and
communications, are not a model we are willing to continue.

5B: WHAT ARE WE NOT WILLING TO GIVE UP TO BETTER CARRY OUT OUR PURPOSE?
We are not willing to give up our commitment to justice and equity. This includes
our commitment to using our building space for other justice groups even if they
aren’t a part of Redeemer. We are an open, welcoming and affirming congregation
for anyone who comes in our doors.
We are not willing to give up our investment in young people, children’s education
and involving youth in our worship service.
We are not willing to give up our commitment to leadership development,
especially black leadership, and the involvement of seminarians in the life of the
church.
We are not willing to give up our commitment to the Harrison neighborhood, and
having neighbors calling redeemer their church, even if they aren’t at worship on
Sunday mornings.
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We are not willing to give up our Women’s Retreat.

We are not willing to give up passing the peace “Redeemer style.” (However this
is redefined in light of COVID 19).
We are not willing to give up speaking truth to power from the pulpit.
We are not willing to give up who we are, including being a beacon of hope in
the Harrison Neighborhood.

Church Council Updates
Service & Advocacy Report: Holly DeSouza //
Voter Registration The Ad-vo(ter)-cacy Committee (as named by John Edberg)
was blessed to witness the MN Af-Am Heritage Museum event (BLM Mural) on
Saturday morning during our outdoor meeting. As Sanctuary wraps up distribution on
July 24th and MCC has diminishing voter registration needs, our strategy will shift.
Minneapolis Central Christ Church needs help on Fridays from 4-6 p.m. packing
food for Saturday (Will put request in church bulletin). We will continue to supply with
masks...replenishing as needed.
Margot Andres has offered support from Edina community Lutheran Church to
pay for leaflets for the Harrison neighborhood, and to support Voter Registration
effort in any way we need…we need only to reach out with our request.

We

continue seeking volunteers who are willing to help as needs arise continues.
Please contact Amy in the office or myself to be added to our volunteers list! We will
plan two session in the next 1 1/2 months to plan for future protest marches planning
and door-knocking in Harrison. Nestor Garcia is checking with MN Votes to see if we
can align with their efforts register and get out to vote.
Mask Making and Distribution: We have received 1000 packets of five masks each
from DHHS. Edina Community Lutheran Church sewers continue to provide us with
masks (thanks Becca and Maggie for helping with drop off/pick up). Shoonie is also
contributing bandana masks.
Redeemer believes Black Lives Matter T-shirts: We got logos downloaded and to
Juxtaposition for printing (thanks Amy and Maggie) and we hope to have 50 shirts
made, but are getting quotes on 50 and 100 before finalizing our order.

Racial Justice & Equity Report: Dr. Robin Bell //
Racial Justice & Equity Ministry: Planning phase points of focus 1) Continue
building community with Seeing White; 2) Developing partnership with faith leaders
in Northside through SOAR; 3) Creating an Advocacy partnership between Seeing
White Group and Harrison community this summer. 4) Grant writing.
Upper Harbor Terminal: Podcast Interview, Op-Ed, wrote letter State Senator,
Representatives, mayor, and city council members.
Continuing to Identify Community Organizing groups to network with RLC and
Harrison.
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EduYouth Ministry Report: Lonna Field, Jason Hirsch, Anna Kottkamp //
June–July was very busy for our EduYouth team! We created 30 “VBS from
home” kits around the theme of Prayer, which involved a large effort of
updating contact lists and reaching out to families, designing kit content,
writing guides and buying materials, packing the kits with disease-limiting
procedures, and distributing kits through both deliveries and a contact-free
pick-up at the church on July 12. Overall, 15 kits were ordered and distributed to
Redeemer families, 8 kits were distributed to Redeemer families and community
members at or after the live event, 2 kits were placed in the Little Free Library,
and 5 kits remain in the front of the church to be distributed as needed. With
multiple youth served in each kit, we anticipate that at least 50 youth were
served by this ministry. Kits included games, crafts, a Bible story and book, and
science activities to engage elementary and middle school youth.
We extend a special thanks to the Minneapolis Area Synod (grant to help
purchase kit contents) as well as Leila (intern with the Center for Leadership
and Neighborhood Engagement) and Nia (church youth) for their time in the
development and implementation of these “VBS from home” kits! Leila is also
conducting a photo project called “North Porch''—documenting images and
experiences of our North neighbors during these momentous times. If you would
like to be part of the project please email: rochaf1@stolaf.edu

EduYouth Happenings:
Join our VBS Facebook Group
to get connected with other
families (“Redeemer Lutheran
Church - VBS 2020”)
August VBS Kit Distribution
is tentatively scheduled for
August 16th! Save the date!

Fellowship Report: Mary Britt //
At Pastor S. Kelly's request, I cleaned the kitchen on the second floor, including
defrosting small refrigerator, cleaning microwave (which needs to be disposed
of), washed all cupboards, counters, and floor, and cleaned the stove. The
oven still needs to be cleaned but the top layer of dirt was removed. All dishes,
silverware, etc. were washed and returned to appropriate places. The
Fellowship Hall kitchen was cleaned when returning dishes and silverware to
that space. Additional cleaning and organizing still needs to be done, but
Covid limits options at this time.
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Outreach & Evangelism Report: Pr. Babette Chatman //
I will be participating in the Healing Our City: 30 Days of Silent Prayer located on W.
Broadway. In July, I met with Christine regarding the H-cube Healing in Harrison
August launch, and covered community pastoral needs while Pastor S. Kelly was
away for vacation. And I participated in RLC/RCFL community garden pizza and
drum circle. Looking forward to more in August!

Properties Report: Stuart Munk //
· Continued planting flowers around church exterior
· Spoke with Maggie Dexheimer-Pharris concerning more plant donations
· Changed Glenwood furnace/AC filters
· Will fix dryer drum in Glenwood house, needs new belt
· Prepare grounds of Glenwood House for new LVCers.
· Worked with Busby to replace the motor to run the church AC unit
· Was given “ballpark” estimate of $500 for replacement motor.
· Per discussion with Siri, re-key multiple entrance locks to church and provide
new keys. Those receiving the new keys will be noted and listed by Amy who will
maintain a master list.

· Declutter within the church structure, selling off unnecessary or duplicate

machinery, utilizing income from sales possibly towards kitchen update. This would
include checking on value of organ within sanctuary.

· Will pursue estimate for kitchen renewal in tandem with Mary Britt
· Inquire about updating/improving security for church interior/exterior
· Estimate for geo-thermal
· Prepare job description for Tyrone, with Tyrone’s full involvement and mindful of

his role with RCFL

· Inspected “repair” job of RCFL garage door. Informed Tyrone that the repair still

did not meet my standards of security and we will continue to store our machinery
within the church structure.

· Have handed off or planning to hand off requests from city of Mpls or energy

companies for updates/possible rebates/remote communication (due to phone
number change).
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Redeemer & Harrison Happenings
SUNDAYS in the GARDEN //
Stop by the Redeemer Garden on Sundays from 14pm where we can gather at a healthy distance to
tend to the life growing in our garden

SAVE the DATE: RCFL VIRTUAL GALA 2020 // Join
us September 12th at 7pm for a free online event as
we invest in the future of our programming, virtually
gather in community and celebrate 22 years of
promoting inclusive development in our vibrant North
Minneapolis community. Together, let's affirm the
many ways we remain Rooted in Community!

ZOOM FELLOWSHIP at 9:30AM // Join us each Sunday morning at 9:30am for
fellowship via Zoom! Please note the new link! This has proven a wonderful
way to connect during this pandemic, and we hope to see YOU! Click here to
join or open the Zoom app and enter the following: Meeting ID: 820 1983 1981
Password: 814644

MASKS REQUIRED at REDEEMER // To

honor each other and new Minnesota

State guidance, masks are now required at Redeemer. Need one? We've got
extras!

GROCERY DRIVE for NEW LVC INTERNS // Every

year, Redeemer congregation

members supply new LVC interns at Imani House with a stocked refrigerator and
pantry, and we need your help! Staff & council will take care of refrigerated
goods. Please bring pantry items (rice, quinoa, chips, snacks, etc) to the church
on Mondays or Wednesdays from 11a-noon, or contact Amy to request a pick-up.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED at HOLY TRINITY LUTHERAN // Since

George Floyd's

murder, Holy Trinity Lutheran Church in South Minneapolis has been providing
food and household items to community members in need every Monday,
Wednesday, and Friday from 12-2pm and they need volunteers! Contact Amy to
sign up some morning shifts (9:30-11:30a) or distribution shifts (11:30a-2:30p)
through September 4th!

CHURCH STAFF

Interim Pastor: Rev. Dr. Sharon Kelly
Office Administrator: Amy Koopman
Music Direxctor: Alyssa Schwitzer
Maintenance: Tyrone Wade

EXECUTIVE COUNCIL
President: Siri Fiebiger
Vice President: Curtis Coats
Secretary: Rachel Birkedal
Treasurer: Mike Tarras

COUNCIL MINISTERS
Education & Youth:

Anna Kottkamp, Lonna Field, Jason Hirsch

Evangelism & Outreach:
Pr. Babette Chatman

Fellowship: Mary Britt
Properties: Stuart Munk
Racial Justice & Equity: Dr. Robin Bell
Service & Advocacy: Holly De Souza
Stewardship: Kristin Gilbert
Worship, Arts, & Music: Jane Friendshuh
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Letters from Redeemer & Community
On July 1st, David & Nancy Olson sent us the
following letter. We so enjoy congregants'
correspondence!
Dear Pastor Sharon Kelly & Staff,

Help Me Unbury Wonder

a poem by ted loder (guerillas of grace)

O God of the miracles,
of galaxies

We are doing our usual, watching either
Redeemer or Central from home or the
lake cabin. Miss singing along, but good
sense of presence -- it's you people not
just the familiar setting. A little harder to
imagine the many watching with us so
scattered around the city.

and crocuses
and children,
I praise you now
from the soul of the child within me,
shy in my awe,
delighted in my wanting,
persistent in my questioning,
and bold in my asking you

I appreciate the more full-blown editions
of the newsletter, especially there are
thought-provoking, edifying, even
theo/biblical insights shared. We probably
need more not less than what our usual
church and media diet has been.

to help me unbury my talents
for wonder
and humor
and gratitude,
so I may invest them eagerly
in the recurring mysteries
of spring and beginnings,

We attended an outdoor video put on by

of willows that weep,

some talented, very committed persons of

and rivers that flow

color outside the Guthrie Theater last
night. It is significant how artful, well
worded, facial-voice-passion hits the
mark. Sooner not later there will be a
ground-swell that focuses on just what we
will do as a city and as The Church in this
place. It better be good and we should

and people who grow
in such endlessly amazing
and often painful ways
that I will be forever linked and loyal
to justice and joy,
simplicity and humanity,
Christ and his kingdom.

reach high!

I once headed an urban coalition in North
Minneapolis, well before Redeemer caught
the fire of its last 20 years. We aimed too
small. Somewhat bigger -- that embraces
other denominations, lifts up Black
congregations, and works in tandem with
South Minneapolis -- is needed. Now is the
time for Lutherans to sponsor such a
convening.

Dear Redeemer,

My father (Bill Nord) is absolutely blown
over by the shower of love. He's received
43 letters and cards, and both Pastor Kelly
and former Presiding Bishop Mark Hanson
called him in person. Many, many thanks
for your help in making this happen!

David & Nancy Olson

Nancy Nord Bence
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August Lectionary Bible Study Guide & Questions
August 2, 2020 (9th Sunday after Pentecost): Matthew 14:13-21
The miraculous Feeding of the Five Thousand is the only story, apart from the
Passion Narrative, which appears in all four gospels.

1) A key idea here is Jesus’ “compassion,” which he demonstrates by healing and
feeding. Think of ways the church today uses medicine and food to
demonstrate God’s care for sick and hungry people.
2) Some have “explained” this story to suggest that when Jesus shared the fish
sandwiches, he inspired others in the crowd to share their sack lunches with
the result that all had more than enough to eat. What do you think? Could
this, too, have been a miracle?
3) Jesus’ actions at this meal—he took the loaves, looked up, blessed and broke
them, and gave them to the disciples and the people—are similar to his
actions at the Last Supper (see Matthew 26:26). Conversely, do our everyday
table manners reflect the spirit of our Holy Communion meals?

August 9, 2020 (10th Sunday after Pentecost): Matthew 14:22-33
The Gospel for this Sunday is the story of Peter (almost) Walking on Water.

1) Technically, the setting in question is not a salt-water “sea” but a fresh-water
“lake,” smaller than Mille Lacs. Does calling it a “sea” make it sound more
dangerous? What dangers do sailors encounter on the sea?
2) Often we compare the perils of life to a storm upon the sea. If so, what is the
point of this story?
3) “Lord, save me!” It’s a cry we could all plead at one time or another, even if
we’re not in danger of drowning. When could you have uttered these words?
4) Someone once said, “If you want to walk on water, you have to get out of the
boat.” Is that part of the message of this text? If so, what exactly does it
mean?

August 16, 2020 (11th Sunday after Pentecost): Matthew 15:21-28
This is the only case in the gospels where someone else--a woman!--gets the
best of Jesus.

1) In Matthew’s narrative, Jesus restricts his ministry to the people of Israel, and
thus refuses to respond to the plea of a non-Jewish woman. Matthew’s
community, however, was in the business of sharing the Gospel with Gentiles.
A story like this would have given them “permission” to do so. How does this
incident inform our church’s mission today?
2) Jesus clearly insulted the woman by comparing her to a dog, rather than to a
human child. Are you surprised to find Jesus so insulting? Why?
3) “Have mercy on me” and “Lord, help me” area good phrases to memorize. Do
you use the in your prayers?
4) Some take the woman as an example of humility. Others see her as an
example of trusting faith. Does she serve as an example for you? If so, would
you be inclined to imitate her humility, or her faith? Or both?
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August 23, 2020 (12th Sunday after Pentecost): Matthew 16:13-20
Peter’s confession at Caesarea Philippi is a key text because it gets at the heart
of who Jesus really was and is.

1) Jesus two questions move us from the merely intellection (“What are they
saying about me?”) to the intensely personal (“What do you think about me?”).
So, what are they saying? And what do you think?
2) Roman Catholics often quote this passage to show that the bishop of Rome,
as the successor of Peter, is the supreme pontiff in the church. Others,
Lutherans among them, argue that Peter’s confession of faith, not his person,
is the rock on which the church is founded. Where do you stand on this?
3) In Martin Luther’s Smalcald Articles or Schmalkald Articles (German:
Schmalkaldische Artikel) his 1537 summary of Lutheran doctrine for a meeting
of the Schmalkaldic League in preparation for an intended ecumenical
Council of the Church, Luther has in mind this passage when he says: “The
keys are an office and authority given to the church by Christ to bind and
loose sins—not only the crude and notorious sins but also the subtle, secret
ones that only God knows.” Do you find this encouraging? Or threatening?

August 30, 2020 (13th Sunday after Pentecost): Matthew 16:21-28
The gospels agree that Jesus anticipated his death and resurrection. Here is one
version of his passion prediction.

1) Notice how Jesus calls Peter “Satan.” What an insult! Peter obviously had the
wrong idea. When was the last time you did something so ungodly you
deserved to be called a “Satan”?
2) It is difficult for us to imagine how obscene “taking up a cross” would have
sounded to people in Jesus’ day. Today what words would we use if we
wanted to express the scandal of the cross in our Christian living?
3) “What will it profit us…?” Do these words have any implications for us in the
midst of the Coronavirus pandemic?
4) Jesus said that some of his companions would not die before his return in
glory. Did this prediction come true? If so, how? If not, why not?

Pastor Kelly would love to hear your thoughts and reflections as
you journey through the month of August in the Book of Matthew.

You may contact her at:
612-259-8976 or interimpastor@redeemermpls.org
Bible Study guide written by The Reverend Dr. Mark Wegner
of the Minneapolis Area Synod
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all worship is
currently
hosted online
Pastor Kelly and our Ministers of Education & Youth (Lonna, Anna, and
Jason) join with kids and families on ZOOM for virtual VBS! Stay tuned
to weekly announcements for upcoming Virtual VBS calls!

