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Summer is winding down already, and every August we always go out with a bang!
Save these dates and check out page 4 for more details on this month's big events.

National Night Out

TUESDAY, AUGUST 6TH | 6-8PM
Final Softball Game

TUESDAY, AUGUST 6TH | 8:15PM
Wednesday Night Cookout

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 14TH | 6-8PM
August at Redeemer ............. 4
Church Updates ...................... 5
August Calendar ..................... 6

Annual Block Party

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 21ST | 6-8PM
Fishing with Faith

SATURDAY, AUGUST 24TH | 8AM-1PM
State Fair with Salem ELCA

AUGUST 22 - SEPTEMBER 2, 2019
image Youth from Faith ELCA in Waconia, one of Redeemer's partner congregations, enjoys lunch during their Day of Service across Redeemer's campus.
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NEWS NOTES with Senior Pastor Kelly Chatman
“Blessed are you when people insult you, persecute you and
falsely say all kinds of evil against you because of me. Rejoice
and be glad, because great is your reward in heaven, for in the
same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you."
(Matthew 5:11-12)
One of my favorite stories is from early in Pastor Babette's and my time here at
Redeemer. We had not been here very long when we converted a vacant
popcorn shop into a location for a new after-school program. We noticed that
people from the neighborhood were not coming to the church and decided it
was time to take the church to the neighborhood. We named the after-school
program in the popcorn shop the “Peace Palace.” Among the children who
flocked to the Peace Palace there were three little girls living in foster care. One
day one of the little girls asked youth director Sarah Olson, “Is this a church or a magical place?” Sara, who went on to
become a pastor, gave that little girl the perfect answer when she replied, “a bit of both actually.”
It would be wonderful if every story about Redeemer and North Minneapolis was like that Peace Palace story, but they
aren't. On another occasion not long into my time at Redeemer, I was at a gathering. After hearing I was the new
pastor here, a participant shared a conversation he had with a member in his suburban congregation and, referring to
Redeemer and North Minneapolis, he asked me, “Why do you invest in that rat hole?”
I return to that question as I consider President Trump's statements and tweets attacking Congressman Elijah
Cummings and the entire city of Baltimore. I think about what happens when people stigmatize others and the
communities in which they live. I think about the tragic reality of labeling people and places as anything short of their
potential to witness to the unveiling of God's reign.
People who only imagine the Baltimores and North Minneapolises and Redeemers as “rat holes” have a limited vision
of what God is up to. Those people probably have no idea that God might be preparing to turn an empty popcorn shop
into an after-school program, leading children and their parents to become leaders in the church. Those people have
no idea that God might turn empty lots into vegetable gardens and vacant buildings into a bike-and-coffee shops. I
wonder what people who only imagine rat holes might say if they knew someday Redeemer would join forces with
congregations like Calvary, Faith, Immanuel, Westwood, Edina Community, Augsburg University, and others to
construct a new duplex to house recent college graduates and share leadership in North Minneapolis.
This month at Redeemer we will celebrate our 17th Block Party, which is always a wonderful picture of what Dr.
Martin Luther King, Jr. referred to as “Beloved Community.” More than 800 of our neighbors, friends, and partners
gather in our backyard to share a meal of grilled meats, roasted corn on the cob, bread oven pizza, and veggies fresh
from Redeemer Garden; enjoy phenomenal live entertainment and Zumba; play in our dunk tank and bounce house
and tour firetrucks and ambulances; and visit with community organizations serving the northside. This year, one of
Harrison neighbor's friends will be provides rides in his Model T Ford. And over the years, one of our members, T
Williams, has arranged for Minneapolis Police leaders attend, even at the height of their tensions with the Black Lives
Matter movement. That’s what Beloved Community looks like: There is a seat at our table for everybody.
If I could say anything to President Trump, I would remind him that the unveiling of the Kingdom of God is most likely
to happen in Baltimore and in those places he and others can only imagine to be “rat holes."
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PONDERING CORNER
with Associate Pastor Babette Chatman
"Since, then, we have a great high priest who has passed through the heavens, Jesus, the
Son of God, let us hold fast to our confession. For we do not have a high priest who is
unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but we have one who in every respect has
been tested as we are, yet without sin. Let us therefore approach the throne of grace with
boldness(confidence), so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need.
"Every high priest chosen from among mortals is put in charge of things pertaining to God
on their behalf, to offer gifts and sacrifices for sins. He is able to deal gently with the
ignorant and wayward, since he himself is subject to weakness; and because of this he
must offer sacrifice for his own sins as well as for those of the people. And one does not
presume to take this honor, but takes it only when called by God, just as Aaron was. So
also Christ did not glorify himself in becoming a high priest, but was appointed by the one
who said to him, "You are my Son, today I have begotten you"; as he says also in another place, "You are a priest forever,
according to the order of Melchizedek." In the days of his flesh, Jesus offered up prayers and supplications, with loud cries and
tears, to the one who was able to save him from death, and he was heard because of his reverent submission. Although he was
a Son, he learned obedience through what he suffered; and having been made perfect, he became the source of eternal salvation
for all who obey him, having been designated by God a high priest according to the order of Melchizedek. (Hebrews 4:14-5:10)

Craig R. Loester, in his commentary on this text writes: “The writer recognizes that weakness can include moral failing. And when he
describes human priests, he acknowledges that this is all too true. People in ministry are flawed human beings. They understand
human sin because they share in it, and being honest about that is important for ministry. It allows people to minister as one flawed
human being attending to another.
But the writer explains that when he speaks of Jesus sympathizing with weakness, it is about the weakness involved in suffering. He
portrays Jesus’ anguished prayer in the face of death. He can sympathize or “feel with” people who suffer because he has suffered,
and that experience empowers his ministry.
The human response to Jesus is "boldness” (4:16). What is odd is that we might assume that sympathy encourages passivity. If we are
objects of sympathy, we might assume that everyone agrees that things are unfortunate but nothing can change. Yet Jesus’ sympathy
is designed to awaken a sense of boldness (confidence) to approach him in prayer. He enters into suffering in order to empower
people to move through the suffering to renewed life in grace.
What does it mean to approach the throne of Grace with boldness? I think what the write of this text is suggesting is that we offer
prayers with confidence that Jesus understands all aspects of our lives and struggles. For me, I find comfort in knowing that I can just
pour my heart out in prayer. Having confidence that my struggles, my issues are not foreign to God.
In today’s divisive distracting political climate I find myself crying out in frustration and fear for what is to come. The writer says that
we(for we are all the priesthood of all believers) are chosen among mortals…able to deal gently with the ignorant and wayward, since
he/she is subject to weakness.
We are all flawed human beings; We sin and fall short of God’s glory.
How can we take advantage of the invitation to approach the throne of grace with boldness (confidence) on behalf of all flawed
humans being? What would your prayer wall look like? How can we ASK (Ask, Seek, Knock) the way Jesus taught his disciples.

How can we put Prayer to work as a community, today?
I invite you to email me and enter the conversation: bchatman@redeemermpls.org
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AUGUST AT REDEEMER

Mark your calendar and plan to join us for our end-of-summer excitement!
NATIONAL NIGHT OUT // Tuesday, August 6th | 6-8pm
We'll be moving our Wednesday Night Cookout to Tuesday in the first week of
August to celebrate National Night Out!
FINAL SOFTBALL GAME // Tuesday, August 6th | 8:15pm
Thanks to early season rain-outs, Redeemer's co-ed softball team has one more
chance to go out with a bang! After enjoying National Night Out, come cheer on
our team in our final game at Bryn Mawr Meadows Park!
(601 Morgan Ave. South, Field SK9)
WEDNESDAY NIGHT COOKOUT // Wednesday, August 14th | 6-8pm
Join us for our last regular cookout when we'll celebrate and say goodbye to our 2019 STEP-UP
Interns.
19th ANNUAL BLOCK PARTY // Wednesday, August 21st | 6-8pm
Come out to the backyard for our biggest bash of the year! We'll be serving up grilled burgers, dogs,
and goose, roasted corn, fresh garden veggies, and bread oven pizza with live music & Zumba to
entertain all. We'll have the dunk tank, bounce house, face painting, and firetruck & ambulance tours
for the kids, and so much more! Everyone's welcome!
FISHING WITH FAITH // Saturday, August 24th | 8am-1pm
For the fourth year in a row, we're teaming up with our partner congregation, Faith Waconia, for our
annual Fishing with Faith trip to Lake Minnetonka. We'll leave Redeemer around 7:30am and
carpool to Lake Waconia where our friends from Faith will provide pontoons and fishing boats to
enjoy several hours fishing on the lake. We'll end the day in the early afternoon with a wonderful
lunch on the beach! This is an event for all ages and genders.

SALEM LUTHERAN DINING HALL AT MINNESOTA STATE FAIR // August 22nd - September 2nd
Along with Fishing with Faith, we're excited to offer another opportunity for Redeemer to get to know our northside parish partner
congregation, Salem ELCA. We are lining up volunteers to work a shift at the Salem Dining Hall at this year's Minnesota State Fair.
Salem's is one of only two church dining halls remaining at the State Fair, and we want to keep them strong! Our Redeemer goal is to
have at least two staff, members, or partner congregation members assist Salem at the fair each day. We love partnering with
Northside congregations and volunteering in Salem's dining hall provides a wonderful opportunity to do so. As State Fair volunteers, at
you'll get to work side-by-side with Redeemer staff and our incoming Lutheran Volunteers, Rebecca, Beck, and Alexis. The Fair begins
August 22 and concludes Labor Day, September 2. For details please contact Menzi Nkambule (mnkambule001@luthersem.edu) or
Director for Volunteer Engagement, Mali Jensen (mali@redeemermpls.org).

For more information about any of these events or to volunteer,
please contact Mali Jensen (mali@redeemermpls.org) or Amy in the church office (admin@redeemermpls.org)
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FINANCIAL Mike Tarras - Council Treasurer
UPDATE

phone: 612.231.8323 email: mtarras@gmail.com

“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for justice,
for they shall be satisfied.”
Matthew 5:6 (CPDV)
We have been blessed at Redeemer with a lot of summer activity. New ministries are blossoming
while lots of new people are joining our community. It all makes for a very exciting time. If you are
reading this article, you’ve probably been here for a while. It might be time to reconnect, and find
out if there is something new in store. See you all at the Block Party on August 21st!
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CHURCH COUNCIL
Executive Council Members:
Sarah Stadie, President
Rachel Birkedal, Secretary
Mike Tarras, Treasurer
Council Members:
Helen Collins, Education
Geoff Meyer, Evangelism + Outreach
Siri Fiebiger, Service + Advocacy
Steve Patnode, Fellowship
Stuart Munk, Property
Linnae Nelson Seys, Stewardship
Paul Koopman, Worship, Arts, + Music
Cora Iverson, Youth
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CHURCH STAFF
Senior Pastor: Kelly Chatman
Associate Pastor: Babette Chatman
Office Administrator: Amy Koopman
Music Ministry: Kent Goodroad
Alyssa Schwitzer
Sunday School Coordinator: Helen Collins
Youth Director: Traiveon Dunlap
Maintenance: Tyrone Wade
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JOIN US!
SUNDAYS:
PRAYER & PRAISE @ 10AM
WORSHIP @ 10:30AM
CHURCH OFFICE HOURS:
MONDAY - THURSDAY 9AM-4PM
FRIDAY 9AM-12 NOON

Block Party Coming!
August 21, 2019 • 6-8pm

