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INTERIM PASTOR

REV. DR. SHARON KELLY
Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus
Christ, the Father of mercies and the God of all
consolation, who consoles us in all our affliction,
so that we may be able to console those who
are in any affliction with the consolation with
which we ourselves are consoled by God.
2 Corinthians 1:3-4
Greeting Consoling and Consoled Redeemer Members and Friends:
In staying abreast prayerfully and proactively to the rapid responses issued by Governor Walz to the COVID19 (Coronavirus), Christian Lutherans with all public leaders and learners are invited to consider Martin
Luther, a survivor of the existing the Bubonic plague (disparagingly known as the Black plague or death) who,
in 1527, reportedly penned the following:
“I shall avoid places and persons where my presence is not needed in order not to become contaminated
and thus perchance infect and pollute others, and so cause their death as a result of my negligence.“**
To that end, Bishop Svennungsen of the Minneapolis Area Synod insisted on ceasing in-person public
worship for all of April at all Evangelical Lutheran Church in America congregations, and authorized sites for
supporting the care and presence of our neighbors. Savor this reflection on neighbors within hymnody:
"Jesu, Jesu, fill us with your love; Show us how to serve the neighbors we have from you. Neighbors are
wealthy and poor, varied in color and race; neighbors are near us and far away."
As Christian neighbors, will you join us for Redeemer's online worship via Facebook
(facebook.com/redeemermpls) and our website (redeemermpls.org/online-worship), and invite your
neighbors not connected to a faith community to view from their homes as well? The Redeemer Lutheran
Council has provided Zoom, an interactive online platform, for hosting worship which permits participants to
gather live in real-time and through saved recordings. We will have online worship for Maundy Thursday,
Good Friday, and Easter either among ourselves online or with our congregational partners. Worshipers of
our Triune God, will you join us online for worship during Holy Week and Easter? Will you join us on Easter
Sunday as we sing in celebration, "Alleluia, Christ is risen! Christ is risen indeed, Alleluia!"?
With gratitude for the Redeemer Lutheran congregation, Redeemer's Stewardship team and Council will host
the 2020 Stewardship Pledge Campaign: Redeemer Lutheran, A Beacon of Hope Sharing God’s Embrace! Will
you commit to responding by April 19th, the Second Sunday in Easter, to the forthcoming stewardship
campaign correspondence?
A blessed Holy Week and Easter season to you, yours, and our neighbors,
Pastor Kelly (Interim)
**shared with permission of Fortress Press. Luther, Martin. "Whether One May Flee From A Deadly Plague To the Reverend Doctor
Johann Hess, pastor at Breslau, and to his fellow-servants of the gospel of Jesus Christ Martinus Luther" in Luther’s Works, Vol. 43:
Devotional Writings II, eds. Jaroslav Jan Pelikan, Hilton C. Oswald, and Helmut T. Lehmann, vol. 43 (Philadelphia: Fortress Press, 1999),
119–38.
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C OUN C IL PRESIDENT
SIRI FIEBIGER

Dear Redeemer beloved community,
We have entered a new season of sheltering, watching and
waiting, profoundly Lenten in nature. We have been called to
an unprecedented universal mindfulness. We have been
called to care for the health of our communities: ourselves,
our intimate contacts and families, and our casual contacts. As
people of faith, we hold each other in prayer, we reach out by
phone, by text, by email or by video call.
Though we’re not coming together in physical spaces, we continue to ‘gather’. We worship with Pastor
Kelly in the online Sunday worship services. We’re planning an Easter Service utilizing our new Zoom
address. The church council had an online meeting the third week of March and will hold their annual
retreat this Saturday, March 28th, through a Zoom meeting room. We’re pausing every morning at 9 am
to pray for the needs of our community, and we invite you to join us. Pastoral care is being provided
through phone calls to our members.
Please let us know how we can further support each other in this ‘Lenten’ time, especially with the added
Zoom resource, available to any Redeemer group that wants to connect virtually. Please let us know of any
community needs as they arise. Contact Amy by email (admin@redeemermpls.org) or at our new
Redeemer number: 612-886-1468, or Pastor Kelly at interimpastor@redeemermpls.org or in her office:
612-259-8976. Regardless of the upcoming ‘shelter in place’, messages are checked regularly.
And, yes, church, we are Easter people...
Blessings,
Siri Fiebiger, Council President

CHURCH COUNCIL

CHURCH STAFF

Executive Council Members:
Siri Fiebiger, President
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Rachel Birkedal, Secretary
Mike Tarras, Treasurer

Interim Pastor: Rev. Dr. Sharon Kelly
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Music Direxctor: Alyssa Schwitzer
Maintenance: Tyrone Wade

Council Members:
Anna Kottcamp, Education
Babette Chatman, Evangelism + Outreach
Holly De Souza, Service + Advocacy
Mary Britt, Fellowship
Stuart Munk, Property
Kristin Gilbert, Stewardship
Jane Friendshuh, Worship, Arts, + Music
Lonna Field + Jason Hirsch, Youth

April 2020

CONTACT
Main Office: 612-886-1468
Pastor's Office: 612-259-8976
Email: admin@redeemermpls..org
Online Worship: redeemermpls.org/online-worship
Online Giving: redeemermpls.org/giving
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STAY C ONNE C TED
We have been and will continue recording worship for online viewing
through the month of April. Pastor Kelly, Alyssa, Kent, Steven, and Amy have
had fun putting together services during this unprecedented season of our
lives. We are encouraged, and hope you are too, by the many ways people
have become and stayed connected to each other through pandemic.
We are still pondering our Lent questions, and we invite you to continue reflecting and sharing your thoughts as
Redeemer moves through through our own transition to a newly called pastor.
You can share your thoughts online on our Lent Survey (https://forms.gle/DR6QmZpMEDp45cWp7) or directly
with Pastor Kelly via phone (612-259-8976) or
email (interimpastor@redeemermpls.org). You
may also direct thoughts, questions, and more to
Amy in the church office
(admin@redeemermpls.org) or council president
Siri Fiebiger (sirifiebiger@gmail.com).
The Women of Redeemer have stayed in close
communication through email, and our council
education team is working hard to create
imaginative outlets for the children and youth of
Redeemer to stay connected to each other andour congregation. If you'd like to be added to the women's email
list, please contact Mali Jensen (Mali@redeemermpls.org), and if you'd like more information on what's going on
with children and youth, contact Anna (kottkamp.anna@gmail.com), Lonna (lonna.field@gmail.com), or Jason
(jasonhirsch1995@gmail.com).
Although the Racial Justice & Healing cohort has not met in person since February, they continue their personal
and accountability work with one another. Part of this effort is writing an updated Racial Justice & Equity
Statement for Redeemer, which will be made public in April. If you'd like to be part of that effort or have input to
share about how Redeemer can embody inclusivity and equity, please email Amy in the church office or Racial
Justice & Equity minister Robin Bell (rrbellsr@gmail.com)
Church council met on Saturday, March 28th, via Zoom to continue the work of transition and activate
imaginations for how we can continue to serve and care for Redeemer from a medically safe distance. Stay tuned
for more information from council members on how you can be part of this work we're doing!

ONLINE GIVING MADE EASY!
Simply scan on this QR code with your
smartphone camera to be taken directly to our
online giving page, or visit
www.redeemermpls.org/giving
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LENT 2020:
WHO WE ARE

Through our first two Lent conversations,
Redeemer began to discern and define who we
are and a number of key themes bubbled up, as
shown in the word bubble.
But we aren't finished -- we're only beginning! As we learn to live at a distance, we're also
learning how to stay connected through transition. So we invite you to visit our Lent 2020
Google Survey and add your own reflections to Who We Are and Want to Become.

Stay tuned to Redeemer's Website for updates regarding often rapidly
changing schedules and events, including updated links to worship
April 2020
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IMAGE: "Prayer" by Patrick McDonald (flickr)

" P A N D E M I C "

What if you thought of it

And when your body has become still,

Promise this world your love–

as the Jews consider the Sabbath—

reach out with your heart.

for better or for worse,

Know that we are connected

in sickness and in health,

in ways that are terrifying and beautiful.

so long as we all shall live.

the most sacred of times?
Cease from travel.
Cease from buying and selling.
Give up, just for now,

(You could hardly deny it now.)

on trying to make the world

Know that our lives

different than it is.
Sing. Pray. Touch only those
to whom you commit your life.
Center down.

are in one another’s hands.
(Surely, that has come clear.)
Do not reach out your hands.
Reach out your heart.
Reach out your words.R
each out all the tendrils
of compassion that move, invisibly,
where we cannot touch.

Promise this world your love–
for better or for worse,
in sickness and in health,
so long as we all shall live.

by Lynn Ungar, March 11, 2020
www.lynnungar.com/poems
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Roger, Rufus, Steve, and Carolyn prepare the greens for
Soul Food Sunday

ALL WORSHIP IS CURRENTLY HOSTED ONLINE:
WWW.REDEEMERMPLS.ORG/ONLINE-WORSHIP

