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Kelly Chatman

I arrived at Redeemer in 2001, and in that first year with a lot
of prayer and support from partners, we were blessed to gather
enough financial resources to purchase a building on the corner
of our block. We turned a dormant popcorn shop into an
afterschool outreach center for children and youth in the
neighborhood, and called it the “Peace Palace.” I recall Sarah
Olson, Redeemer’s youth director at the time, sharing a story
about one little girl in the neighborhood who asked her: “Is the Peace Palace a
church or magic place?”
The words of that little girl come to mind when I reflect on last month’s block
party. Is Redeemer a church or a magical place? How does a church host a
vibrant block party for fourteen consecutive years? Can you even have an event in
August with wonderful weather, music, food, conversation and fellowship?
The day of the block party was the first day at Redeemer for our new pastoral
intern, Alissa Kretzmann. With so many people at the block party it was nearly
impossible to introduce Alissa to all the people excited to meet her. Every inch of
Redeemer’s campus was filled with activity: the ambulance from Fairview, the area
for children’s activities, the stage filled with music, a dunk tank, rides in an
authentic Model T car, pizza from the bread oven, and the amazing Redeemer
choir. “Is this a church or a magical place?”
People of diﬀerent racial, social, ethnic and economic backgrounds were gathered
together. Men from the Harrison neighborhood were grilling food, alongside Jeﬀ
cooking his famous goose. Our newly arrived Lutheran Volunteers: LeShea and
Khadejia were assisting in the children’s area. Twenty-six local high school youth
employed at Redeemer this summer through Step Up, Fairview, and Emerge, spent
part of their day setting up tables and chairs. Zack assembled a professional
sound system, and Neisha organized a team of leaders to provide goods for, make,
and bake 100 pizzas at the bread oven. Tabletop displays were staﬀed and
provided information on public transit, the Greenway bike path, Beyond the Blue
Line, and Redeemer Center for Life programs. Heather and Peter supervised the
dunk tank. Christine MC’ed on a stage filled with talented musical leadership.
Our mission partners: Calvary hosted the food table, Immanuel served cotton
candy, Faith provided Dilly bars, Christ the King roasted corn, Trinity provided
watermelon, Westwood and Bethlehem assisted with registration. John, a
neighborhood resident, invited a friend from Iowa to bring his Ford Model T to
provide rides at Venture North. I can imagine hundreds of people asked the
question that night, “Is this a church or a magical place?”
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COMMUNITY UPDATES
FROM THE INTERN Alissa Kretzmann
Hello Redeemer Lutheran Church! I’ll be serving as the Pastoral Intern for the year and I am
so thrilled to finally be with you all. I have met some of you already, and I want to thank you
for your very warm welcome and extension of hospitality. If I haven’t met you yet, I look
forward to doing so soon!
For about a month prior to arriving at Redeemer, I was traveling in the Holy Land. I was there
primarily to take a class but I also spent some time doing my own exploring. It was incredible
to experience the kinds of places that the Bible describes. But my trip was full of more than
just awe-inspiring moments. I also witnessed a lot of tension and division in the Holy Land. It’s
hard to go to the Holy Land and come away feeling like “all is calm, all is bright,” like the words of the song Silent
Night describe. The region of Israel and Palestine is full of disputes over land, and divisions between ethnic and
religious groups. Walking between neighborhoods and witnessing these stark divisions saddened me. It seems a long
way oﬀ from what God imagines for God’s people.
Being back in the United States, I’m already reminded that our country’s culture also bends towards division. In the
midst of this, however, I can see that the people of Redeemer are bearing witness to a diﬀerent way. At the Block
Party you set up tables where all people were welcome. You sang songs that reminded us of our common humanity.
We broke bread together. You created a space of belonging and hope.
Creating these kinds of spaces of belonging and hope, amidst an environment of violence, hatred and division, is a
hard eﬀort. And if it were up to us alone, my guess is that we wouldn’t succeed. But I believe that through the grace
of God and the invitation of Jesus, it is possible to set tables where all people are truly made to feel welcome.
I’m excited to join you in your eﬀort to be a beacon of hope in the Harrison Neighborhood. In my time here at
Redeemer, I’ll be participating and learning from the many ministries of Redeemer and Redeemer Center for Life.
You’ll see me in worship and around the oﬃce, but I also hope to get to know you outside of Sunday morning. Maybe
we’ll stand next to one another at a protest, or get together for coﬀee at Venture North, or maybe even dance with
each other at Zumba! Wherever I end up meeting you, I can’t wait to learn from you about the work you’ve been
doing to set tables where all people are welcome. I pray that together we can continue creating spaces of belonging
and hope that extend far beyond these church walls.
From the Pastor continued
In a world so captured by rhetoric; from building walls, to preventing refugees from immigrating, and arguing over
whose lives matter - we need a break. We need a break from the never-ending and seemingly hopeless nature of our
ordinary lives. We need block parties, Sunday mornings, and in-breaking moments of the kingdom of God. We need
those times where we experience community together, unity together, and hope together. I thank God for you
Redeemer. I thank God for our partners. I thank God for this community where we see life and church together in
magic and mystery.
Yet another manifestation of God’s gift and mystery is Carnival de Resistance, where Redeemer was selected as the
host site for 2016. Thirty leaders from the United States and Central America will locate on Redeemer campus,
September 13th through the 26th as a unique expression and enactment of God’s ongoing
Stitching Love Enterprise Beatrice Kanake

I am happy to announce a new Redeemer entrepreneurship opportunity to the members
and community. Located at the basement of Redeemer Lutheran Church, Stitching Love
Enterprise aims to broaden this year’s vacation bible school theme: Go make disciples of all
nations…(Matt 20:19-20). Interpreted through a trio lens, Rebirth, Redeem, and Release,
Stitching Love Enterprise weaves the theme into real life situation. The strategy is sensory,
incarnational, and hands on. The goal is to cultivate sustainable young visionary leaders
skilled to hope and life. For more information email beatrice@redeemermpls.org or call
Redeemer oﬃce (612) 374-4139.

ARTICLES & NEWS
Redeemer Harrison Annual Block Party
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Thank you to everyone
who contributed to
making the Redeemer
Harrison Annual Block
Party a HUGE success
this year!
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ARTICLES & NEWS
Carnival de Resistance is coming to Minneapolis and Redeemer will serve as host, September
13-26.

Under the big top will be jugglers, fire shows, magicians, painters, dancer and singers. Thirty faith-filled and talented
leaders will arrive from across the United States, Canada, Honduras and Mexico.
When the Carnival arrives in Minneapolis they will put up a giant tent to serve as the big top to feature the weekend
carnival activities. There will be opportunities for worship, workshops and experience training opportunities
throughout the week. September 13-26, talented and dedicated leaders will generate faithful and thoughtful
conversation and activities.
Carnival de Resistance serves as witness and witness to the world as it can be. Carnival workshops include topics on
environmental justice, art, dance, movement and anti-racism. The Big Top curtains will open at 6:30 PM for special
opening acts, both local and international. Our featured Carnival productions, weaving theater, music, dance and
circus arts will begin at 7:30 PM and will conclude with live drum and dance parties. On Fridays (9/16 and 9/23),
“Rooted Wind” invokes ancient stories as told by loud-mouthed Raven, grace-filled Dove, and the Spirit of the
Forest. On Saturdays (9/17 and 9/24), “Burning River” follows the transformative journey of Miriam, Moses’ sister,
and John the Baptist, who channel the voice of the water to speak to our ecological and cultural crises.
Carnival leaders will sleep on the Redeemer campus grounds utilizing bicycles to generate electricity. A goal for
Carnival leaders will be to connect with Harrison Neighborhood and original inhabitants of the nation. Hosting
carnival Resistance provides a wonderful opportunity to participate in a progressive witness of how God remains
alive and active in the world.
Volunteers Needed
The full realization of this project relies on a solid crew of
volunteers who are willing to take on specific roles during
our weekend productions including help orienting visitors,
setting up the big top and supporting our bicycle powered
sound system to name a few. If you’re interested in learning
more about how you can plug in, check out
www.carnivalderesistance.com, "Support".

In addition to our regular amazing music and
worship offerings Redeemer is blessed with
several additional worship opportunities this
month.

September 5

Vicar Alissa Kretzmann’s first sermon at Redeemer

September 10

Memorial Service for Pastor Phillip Anderson. Pastor Anderson served as Interim Pastor at
Redeemer and led ministries in the U.S. and El Salvador. Bishop Gomez, from El Salvador, is
traveling to participate in Pastor Anderson’s memorial service.

September 11

Worship leadership with Steven Hobert and Nightingale Trio. Kent Goodroad is getting married
and for some strange reason has chosen not to be at the piano on his first day of marriage. The
Nightingale Trio is a women’s vocal group that strives to recreate the traditional folk songs and
vocal techniques of the Balkans and Eastern Europe while bringing their own unique form of
expression and creativity to the ever-evolving art form. The Nightingale Trio is Nila Bala, Rachel
LaViola, and Sarah Larsson.

September 18
9:00am
10:00am

Rally Day
Special Sunday School for children and adults at 9:00am.
Worship Outside with Carnival de Resistance under the big tent. We will hold our worship
service outside with special leadership from Carnival de Resistance.
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September 25
2:00pm

Redeemer host site for Lutheran Volunteer Corp Commissioning Service

ARTICLES & NEWS
Northside Greenway Update Alexis Pennie
Claims arguing against the Northside Greenway project deserve critical examination. The
conclusion that the Northside is being force-fed something a majority of people don’t
support is far from true. North Minneapolis, just like the rest of the city, deserves
equitable investments in their community and deserve
to dream about what their community looks like.
If a Greenway goes through the heart of the Northside,
it will be because the final plan is developed and
embraced by the community it serves. It's too soon to
determine what that final plan will look like. Whatever it is, I expect it will be
something that makes nonmotorized transportation a safe and viable option for
Northsiders that do not currently have that option near them. Early objections and
concerns that arise during the temporary Greenway stage of the project are valid
and need to be addressed by decision-makers, but early criticism should not be
allowed to cut the conversation short.
I envision a North Minneapolis that is healthier, safer, more economically thriving,
and more socially cohesive as a result of the Northside Greenway project. I have
full confidence in Northside residents to decide what they do and do not support.

U.S. Representative Keith
Ellison visited the Northside
Greenway in early August

Meet Khadejia: New LVC Staff
Khadejia Norman was born and raised in Fort Worth, Texas and moved to Lancaster,
Pennsylvania at the age of 13 with her mother and two siblings. Growing up in a singleparent household, Khadejia has learned to dedicate herself in all that she does and strive
towards success with the love and encouragement of her resilient mother.
This past May, Khadejia graduated from Juniata College with a Bachelor’s of Psychology,
and a secondary emphasis in Education. As a recent study abroad returnee from New
South Wales, Australia, Khadejia has discovered that her passion in life is to be completely
exposed to change in all opportunities that she is faced with. This will allow her to gain as
much knowledge and learning experience from all perspectives as she possibly can. To her,
learning is change, and she wants nothing more than to experience this incredible learning
opportunity with the Lutheran Volunteer Corps.
Khadejia’s professional experience includes, working at the Dean of Students oﬃce at Juniata, which allowed her
to be absorbed into the student life on campus. Working as a student assistant to the Dean has allowed Khadejia
to assist future college graduates, and help create a student-faculty dynamic that is vital for students throughout
their undergraduate careers. Along with being an assistant, Khadejia had the opportunity to work as an intern
developing programs for student life related to diversity. Her internship experience has shown her that bringing
people together makes the most change. Through these experiences, Khadejia has improved her skills in active
listening, communication, and developed a passion for growth in student life on college campuses.
Khadejia has been blessed to be placed at Redeemer Center for Life where their mission is to provide engaging
opportunities and improve the growth and development of youth and families within the community of North
Minneapolis. Her roles include working for Youth Programs, Venture North, and assisting the administration
with their daily duties. Khadejia is very excited to be a part of such a wholesome community, and working
towards change in regard to social justice. She is very passionate about working with the youth and building close
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relationships with the Redeemer community. Khadejia is ready for a year of challenging experiences, exploring
her faith, growth, justice, lasting friendships, and building a close-knit family with Redeemer.

ARTICLES & NEWS
2016 Democratic National Convention Update Alexis Pennie
This election cycle I had the honor, privilege, and opportunity to bring a Northside
voice to the Democratic National Convention (DNC) in Philadelphia as a delegate
for presidential candidate, Senator Bernie Sanders. I was one of two Northside
delegates; the other was my friend, Will Moore, a community organizer with Take
Action Minnesota.
The Sanders presidential campaign meant a lot to me. I appreciated how he
brought issues directly impacting labor, African Americans and Indigenous people
to the forefront of his campaign, such as the Trans Pacific Partnership, economic,
social, racial, and environmental justice, community and police relations, and a 15
dollar an hour minimum wage.
His message to delegates prior to the nomination of Secretary Hillary Clinton at the DNC was to focus our
attention to down ballot races during this election cycle and to ensure we elected candidates that would address
growing inequality in America and hold elected oﬃcials accountable. His candidacy encouraged young political
newcomers who are now flexing their organizational muscle. With our recent Primary elections here in the State of
Minnesota, I think we are starting to see a shift where you have more young people taking on party stalwarts and
successfully winning those spots. Take for example the State House races in which both long-time serving DFLer’s
Phyllis Kahn and the Northside’s Joe Mullery were ousted.
I think a good portion of the American population is sick and tired of being sick and tired and would like to see
more authentic candidates in oﬃce and want to push both Parties to take on big banks, corporate lobbyists, and
monied interests. Currently, American voters have four candidates to choose from in this upcoming presidential
election, which include the two major Parties’ candidates, the Libertarian Party, and Green Party candidates.
Mainstream media has played into this theme of the lesser of two evils and has encouraged people to vote against
their fears, rather than vote for their values. This election year voters must evaluate how they want to make their
voices heard, and decide what type of world they want to live in now and going forward into the future.
What I really took away from the convention is that we must not take this election for granted. After the
Democratic National Convention, Sanders delegates took to the streets to make their voices heard. It signified that
this is not the end; it’s the beginning of something much bigger. And, it's clear it begins with each one of us working
to make our communities stronger and stable for all, especially the most vulnerable. At a minimum, we need to get
out, vote, and make our voices heard.
Meet Shae: New LVC Staff

Shae Turner was born and raised in Southeast Washington,D.C., a neighborhood similar to
Harrison and north Minneapolis in general. Shae’s preferred gender pronouns are she/her and
they/them. Shae graduated from Grinnell College in Grinnell, Iowa in May of 2016 with a degree
in Anthropology. They passions are cycling, environmental sustainability, and animals.
As a new member of the Lutheran Volunteer Corps, Shae has been partnered with Redeemer
Center for Life working at Venture North Bikes and Coﬀee Walk, working in community
building, youth leadership, and social justice. They will wear many hats in the position at
Redeemer such as working in the coﬀee bar, learning bike mechanics, and assisting in youth
programming. They are very excited to be a part of such a welcoming and diverse community.
After just 10 days in the city, Shae is convinced this is where they are meant to be and the north
Minneapolis community is where they can truly learn about community building and being an
active member of such a booming neighborhood. Finally Shae is most excited about being able to truly be a part of a
cycling community that is as passionate about biking as a part of a sustainable lifestyle.

SEPTEMBER WORSHIP ASSISTANTS
September 4

September 11

September 18

September 25

Greeter

Stephanie
Holloway

Stephanie
Holloway

Stephanie
Holloway

Stephanie
Holloway

Reader

Khadejia Norman

Sarah Kretschmann

Helen Collins

Nathan Johnson

Usher

Michael Simmons
Mike Terras

Michael Simmons

Michael Simmons
Mike Terras

Michael Simmons

Communion

Michael Murray
Heather Nissan

Michael Murray
Kristi Murray
Christine Belfry-Johnson

LEADERSHIP & CONTACT
REDEEMER STAFF
Kelly Chatman — Senior Pastor
612.374.4139 x 13/ 651.490.0888(h)/
pastor@redeemermpls.org
Alissa Kretzmann — Intern Pastor
612.374.4139 x 15/ vicar@redeemermpls.org
Sarah Stadie — Oﬃce Administrator/Communications
612.374.4139/ admin@redeemermpls.org
Helen Collins — Program Staﬀ/ Communications
612.374.4139 x24/ helen@redeemercenter.org
Laurie Beckman Yetzer — Bookkeeper

REDEEMER COUNCIL
President — Jeﬀ Felton
Vice President —Phillip Hussong
Secretary — Yordanos Martin
Treasurer — Alyssa Hanson
Education — Christine Belfry Johnson
Evangelism/Outreach — Kristen Gilbert
Fellowship — Kendrick DHall
Service/Advocacy — Heather Nissen
Property — Mike Simmons
Stewardship — Amy Brandt
Worship, Arts & Music — Mike Murray
Youth — Mario Locust
REDEEMER CENTER FOR LIFE STAFF

612.374.4139 x21/ bookkeeper@redeemermpls.org
Angela Bonfiglio — Youth Organizer and Project Coordinator
612.374.4139 x23/ angela@redeemermpls.org
Kent Goodroad, Alyssa Schwitzer
Music Ministry Team/ x 23/musicteam@redeemermpls.org

Kelly Chatman — Executive Director/ 612.374.4139 x13
Babette Chatman — Director of Properties and Housing/
612.374.4139x16
Laurie Beckman Yetzer — Financial Director/ 612.377.4476
Helen Collins — Communications Program Staﬀ/ 612.377.4476
Katherine Parent — Arts and Community Outreach/ 612.377.4476
Venture North Bike Shop/ 612.377.3029
Casey Pavek, Shop Manager
Derek Otte, Service Manager
Kendrick Hall, Assistant Manager
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REDEEMER
SEPTEMBER CALENDAR
SUNDAY

MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

FRIDAY
1

6:00-7:00p.m.
Zumba,
Fellowship Hall

4
9-10a.m. Adult
Gathering
10:00 a.m. Worship &
Praise
10:30a.m. Worship
Liturgy

5
Labor Day: Oﬃces
Closed
7:00p.m. Open 12
Step Program

11
9-10a.m. Adult
Gathering
10:00 a.m. Worship &
Praise
10:30a.m. Worship
Liturgy

12
3:00-6:00p.m.
Harrison Health
Commons, Living
Room 7:00p.m.
Open 12 Step
Program

18
Rally Sunday
9-10a.m. Adult and
Children Sunday
School
10:00 a.m. Worship &
Praise, outside
10:30a.m. Worship
Liturgy, outside

9-10a.m. Adult
Gathering
10:00 a.m. Worship &
Praise
10:30a.m. Worship
Liturgy
2:00p.m. LVC
Commissioning Service

3:00-6:00p.m.
Harrison Health
Commons, Living
Room 7:00p.m.
Open 12 Step
Program

9-12pm: Busy Fingers
3:00-7:00p.m. Harrison
Health Commons,
Living Room

13

20

27
9-12pm: Busy Fingers
3:00-7:00p.m. Harrison
Health Commons,
Living Room

8
6:00-7:00p.m.
Zumba,
Fellowship Hall

14

15
6:00-7:00p.m.
Zumba,
Fellowship Hall

21

9-12pm: Busy Fingers
3:00-7:00p.m. Harrison
Health Commons,
Living Room

26
3:00-6:00p.m.
Harrison Health
Commons, Living
Room 7:00p.m.
Open 12 Step
Program

7

Carnival de Resistance
begin residency
through Sept. 26th
9-12pm: Busy Fingers
3:00-7:00p.m. Harrison
Health Commons,
Living Room

19

25

6

22
6:00-7:00p.m.
Zumba,
Fellowship Hall

28

29
6:00-7:00p.m.
Zumba,
Fellowship Hall

SATURDAY
2

3

6:00-7:00p.m.
Yoga, Living Room
6:00p.m. Open 12
Step Program

10:00a.m.-1:00p.m.
Tomato Canning
Class, Living Room
10:00a.m.-12:00p.m.
Men’s Group

9

10

6:00-7:00p.m.
Yoga, Living Room
6:00p.m. Open 12
Step Program

10:00a.m.-12:00p.m.
Men’s Group
11:00a.m. Phillip
Anderson Memorial
Service

16

17

6:00-7:00p.m.
Yoga, Living Room
6:00p.m. Open 12
Step Program
6:30p.m. Carnival
de Resistance
performance

10:00a.m.-12:00p.m.
Men’s Group
6:30p.m. Carnival de
Resistance
performance

23

24

6:00-7:00p.m.
Yoga, Living Room
6:00p.m. Open 12
Step Program
6:30p.m. Carnival
de Resistance
performance

10:00a.m.-12:00p.m.
Men’s Group
6:30p.m. Carnival de
Resistance
performance

30
6:00-7:00p.m.
Yoga, Living Room
6:00p.m. Open 12
Step Program
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IN THIS ISSUE:

JOIN US!
SUNDAYS:

& MORE!

Adult Bible Study: 9:00 A.M.
Prayers & Praise: 10:00 A.M.
Worship: 10:30 A.M.
* Sunday School
* Nursery
Church Oﬃce Hours:
Monday-Thursday: 9:00-4:00 P.M.
Friday: 9:00 A.M.- 12:00 P.M.
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