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FROM THE PASTOR
In This Issue

Psalm 24
The earth is the Lord’s, and everything in it,
the world, and all who live in it;
2 for he founded it on the seas
and established it on the waters.
3 Who may ascend the mountain of the Lord?
Who may stand in his holy place?
4 The one who has clean hands and a pure heart,
who does not trust in an idol
or swear by a false god.
5 They will receive blessing from the Lord
and vindication from God their Savior.
6 Such is the generation of those who seek him,
who seek your face, God of Jacob.
7 Lift up your heads, you gates;
be lifted up, you ancient doors,
that the King of glory may come in.
8 Who is this King of glory?
The Lord strong and mighty,
the Lord mighty in battle.
9 Lift up your heads, you gates;
lift them up, you ancient doors,
that the King of glory may come in.
10 Who is he, this King of glory?
The Lord Almighty—
he is the King of glory.
Jenny Lind always spent a few minutes alone in her dressing room
before a concert. Her maid, who locked the door and stood guard, told what
happened in those last moments of preparation. Miss Lind would stand in the
middle of the floor, her shoulders back, and her head up, draw a deep breath,
strike a clear, vibrant note, and hold it as long as her breath lasted. When the
overtones had all gone away, she would look up and say: "Master, who has
given me this undeserved gift, let me ring true tonight."
Jenny Ling, like David the psalmist; knew that she was not alone.
When we are praising God, we acknowledging our awareness that we are not
alone God is with us.
I am reminded of the experience I had when I was in high school gym
class. It was the semester when our gym teacher introduced us to tennis. We
were issued tennis rackets with the instruction to hit the yellow tennis ball
and it was an exercise of frustration. Then, somehow, I managed to hit the
ball in just the right location and the ball flew eﬀortlessly oﬀ the racket. It
was a memorable experience. They call the experience of hitting the tennis
ball in just the right location hitting the “sweet spot”.
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RAP kids enjoyed sledding
on evening.

Kelly Chatman

COMMUNITY UPDATES
FROM THE INTERN Louis Tillman
Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding.
-Proverbs 3:5One of the most memorable and proudest moments of my life was the day that I graduated
high school. I remember those were some of the hardest times of my life as I was growing and
becoming a man each day. My parents strongly encouraged me to step out of my comfort zone
during those years and signed me up to take four years of German for my foreign language
requirement. Honors Literature and English were among other classes that I couldn’t escape. Most of the
activities and classes that I signed up for let me know that I was way in over my head. I lost comfort on many
levels and sometimes felt that I was setting myself up for failure in the long run. I was looking at the glass as halfempty while my loved ones always saw it as half-full. The night before my high school graduation I was breaking
bread with my family, soaking up their excitement and energy for this upcoming milestone in my life. In that time,
I realized what I had been missing for the past four years. I was missing trust in God and trust in myself all
throughout my high school experience.
I’m a firm believer that each person on this Earth has a call on their life. God allows for the impossible to
become possible when we work the soil with the tools of faith and trust. We must have faith and trust that God
will turn our obstacles into opportunities, even if that journey seems like it takes forever. In this season of Lent,
the journey will always feel long. God is working through us as we pray, fast, and purify ourselves. Just like in my
four years of high school, I never saw the light at the end of the tunnel. I was too busy worrying about the issues
and demands of life in each class, while God was obliviously telling me to hold on because there was something
better for me at the end of that process. God is always leading us, even if our eyes are open and we can’t see the
end of the tunnel.
As a body of Christ, I would encourage us to go outside of our comfort zones;. by committing some
random acts of kindness, tithing an extra five percent, develop a prayer group, or find more time for your
relationship with God. Martin Luther said, “Faith is a living, unshakable confidence in God's grace; it is so certain
that someone would die a thousand times for it.” Having faith and trust in God during these times helps to
alleviate the temptation and stress during the journey. As you work on walking out of your comfort zones, you
should jot down how you felt each week. What felt diﬀerent? What was uncomfortable? What surprised you?
What did you learn from this week?
When we choose to move away from working on our agendas and understandings and lean into God’s
agenda for our lives, we begin to feel a change that we’ve never felt before. In the end, we find out that it’s worth
every step of the journey.
Prayer: Almighty God, help us to trust boldly in you as we step out of our comfort zones. Allow us to
know that when our backs are against the wall, that it’s OK, because you have something better for us on the
other side of that wall. Lead us not into temptation. Open our hearts, minds, and spirits to embrace new
opportunities and to accept new experiences in our daily lives. Help us to grow as we walk by faith in all of our
journeys. And it’s in Christ name that we surrender, Amen.
Continued From the Pastor
I believe singing and hitting the right note, writing the perfect paper, or solving a math equation can also be
described as sweet spot experiences.
Much like David in Psalm 24, in our communication and giving praise to God we discover our sweet spot in
finding God. As we prepare for Easter, may we experience in our devotion how God is with us, whether in being a
mom, dad, coach, supervising someone at work, teaching Sunday school or making repairs around the house. In the
awareness that God is with us, we find our sweet spot. We give the glory to God.
Our Christian journey is to give glory to God in all that we do. During our Lenten journey, keep praying,
swinging and practicing in anticipation for those “sweet spot” moments when we experience God’s grace and we
know that we are not alone.

ARTICLES & NEWS
Dr. Cheryl Chatman will be the honored speaker for the
Poehler Lecture Series at Concordia College. The lecture
titled, “ We are All God’s Poiema: Can You See His
Masterpiece in Me?” will take place on Tuesday, March 8,
2016 at 7:00p.m.

Stewardship Team
Wanted: Stewards to Help Donald Trump Manage his Finances While He’s On Campaign Trail
That was meant to grab your attention, but seriously…
Redeemer has recently formed a Stewardship Team to help us think about our role and responsibility as
stewards at Redeemer, our church.
On Sunday, April 17, 12:00 we are having a free catered meal and a Stewardship Workshop after worship.
Bob Hulteen, Director of Stewardship from the Minneapolis Area Synod - ELCA,will be facilitating the
workshop.
We hope you will join us. All ages are welcome.
You are an incredibly bright people. Sometimes it’s good for all of us to go over the basics.
What is a steward, and what is stewardship?
In biblical times, a Steward was hired by a person (a person with means) to manage their finances. The
Steward would care for the person’s resources as if they were their very own. (In Donald’s case, stewards
would carefully manage his resources, make investments, and make decisions to help him make more
resources, as that which is Donald's was their very own).
A long time ago someone like us came to the faithful realization: All that we have and all that we are is
God’s. We are the Lord’s, created in God’s own image. In addition to the gift of our lives, God has given
each of us gifts (talents, time, treasures) to share with all God’s creation. God wants and needs us to share
what is God’s. We are God’s Stewards, God’s caretakers that are called to share God’s resources, as if they
are our very own.
Wanted: Stewards to help God manage God’s resources…
We hope you will join the conversation at Redeemer’s Stewardship Workshop April 17, after worship,
12:00 pm. God bless you on this journey.
The Redeemer Stewardship Team
Amy Brandt, Louis Tillman and Steve Pannkuk
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ARTICLES & NEWS
Thrivent Action Team successes
Thrivent Action Teams are an initiative by
Thrivent Financial to support their members in
bringing together groups of volunteers to address
the needs in their communities. Each approved
Action Team receives $250 in seed money
to support their eﬀorts, as well as t-shirts
and other supplies. Projects funded
include service projects, fundraisers and
educational events that engage community
in a way that will foster relationships and
create a positive sustainable impact.
In the fall of last year, Redeemer began a
campaign to encourage Thrivent members
within the congregation to apply for these
seed money grants and lead projects to
serve the needs they see in the church and
neighborhood. So far, congregation
members have been approved for seven
Thrivent Action Teams, providing $1750 to
support Redeemer ministries. One of the
biggest successes of these projects is the
sustained support for the Harrison,
Healing, Harmony aka H-Cubed open mike
events, which have engaged the larger community in a
creative and transformative place for art and healing.
Do you see a need you would like to address?
Have an idea for a project that would engage and serve
the community? In order to apply as an Action Team,
you must first be a Thrivent member. If you are not
currently a member of Thrivent, don’t worry! You can
pay a one-time fee of $20 to become an Associate
Member and be eligible to apply to one Action Team
project per year. Thrivent Benefit Members are eligible
to apply twice per year. The seed money brought in by
your participation on an Action Team could help to
sustain Redeemer’s eﬀorts to be a “beacon of hope” in
Harrison neighborhood in new, transformative ways.
For more information on how to apply, please visit
http://bit.ly/1zHEe3l or contact Helen Collins at
612-374-4176 or helen@redeemercenter.org.

Thank You for Your Thrivent
Choice Dollars
Redeemer Lutheran Church
received $1,848 in 2015 from
Thrivent Choice® Dollars.
Thrivent members make an
enormous positive impact on our
programs through these donations.
Thank you to everyone who chose
to designate Redeemer Lutheran
Church as the recipient of their
Choice® Dollars.
Are you a member of Thrivent
Financial who’s eligible to direct
Choice Dollars®? Directing Choice
Dollars is easy. Simply go to
Thrivent.com/thriventchoice to
learn more and find program terms
and conditions. Or, call
800-847-4836 and say “Thrivent
Choice” after the prompt.
Eligible Thrivent Financial members who
have been designated Choice Dollars have
until March 31, 2016, to direct them. Don’t
miss this opportunity to recommend that
Thrivent Financial provide grant funding to
Redeemer Lutheran Church. Together, we can
do even more to fulfill our mission to serve as a
beacon of hope in the Harrison neighborhood
of North Minneapolis.
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ARTICLES & NEWS
H-Cubed Highlights: “What’s
Love Got to Do with It?”
H-Cubed (Harrison, Healing,
Harmony) is a fun, family-friendly
open mic community space where
we will share art, poetry, music, and
conversation around systemic issues
impacting the Harrison Neighborhood
in North Minneapolis.
February 18, 2016 was the fourth H-Cubed event. It was another
tremendous success! The event took place at Venture North Bike Walk
& Coffee shop. There were a total of 108 people in attendance!
The next H-Cubed event will take place on Friday, March 18, 2016 at
Venture North Bike Walk & Coﬀee Shop (1830 Glenwood Ave. Minneapolis,
MN 55405). The theme will be: Identity. Please come by and show your support to this neighborhood initiative
as they are striving to change the narrative over North Minneapolis, and “like” H-Cubed on Facebook.

Come out and support the Redeemer basketball team
Redeemer’s boy’s basketball teams have seen great success this season.
This year, ten young men signed up to participate, creating two teams.
Each team has played 4 games so far. The most competitive game was on
February 21st, when the two Redeemer teams played each other! (Red
team beat white team 50 to 49). Jeﬀ Felton and Jedahlia Johnson are
working together up to coach the teams for the second year. Jedahlia says
they have a strong team this year and it’s very important for the players to
feel supported by the church community. “We try to teach godly life
lessons through basketball,” says Jedahlia. Some young men have played
for multiple years on the team. For Tyrik, this is his fourth year on the
Redeemer team.
Congregation members are
encouraged to cheer on the teams
as they finish out their season, particularly at the Holy Hoops
tournament in April. “It’s more than just basketball. It’s helping
set up the guys for life,” said Lonna Field, who has coached the
girl’s basketball team in past years. All games take place on
Sunday at Christ the King Lutheran Church in New Brighton.
Upcoming Games
March 6th: 1:45 p.m. and 3:00 p.m.
March 13th: 12:30 p.m. and 3:00 p.m.
April 3rd: Holy Hoops Tournament!
Details to be announced soon
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ARTICLES & NEWS
Thank You to the Congregation
I am very thankful to have attended Elisha's Call this
year. I believe this intentional eﬀort to bring young
adults of African Descent to the Lutheran Center so
that they can gain a wider vision of the church they are a
part of and contribute to as members of the ELCA is a
very important step to help develop the church
spiritually and intellectually.
In addition, participants gained a wider sense of the
resources available at the ELCA churchwide oﬃces as
they continue to be engaged in mission and ministry. The
trip also allowed us to further discern our own call to
ministry and gain insight to help us recognize the gifts
for ministry in others. There is no doubt that our cohort
left an indelible mark on the Lutheran Center. The
presence of a group of young African Americans
gathered for ministry committed to service is a beautiful
thing and I am encouraged by this experience to
recommend it to a friend that maybe interested in being
further engaged in mission and ministry.

New Healthy Eating Classes at the
Living Room
The Health Commons at the Living
Room is oﬀering a new six-week cooking
class on Thursdays 5-6pm. The class will be
oﬀered free of charge and focus on how to
make healthy choices on a limited budget.
Participants will receive training and tips on
how to provide simple, healthy meals to
their families from an experienced nutrition
educator as they try out new recipes. Gifts
will also be provided to participants each
week!
Classes begin March 3rd and will take
place every Thursday at 5pm until April 7th.
If you are interested in attending this
exciting, informative class, please register
with Bertha McKinney at (763) 843-9988.

At the gathering I was intrigued by our conversations
about justice vs. charity, workers rights, and policies to end
discrimination, racial profiling, and unfair criminal justice
practices. Connecting with like-minded people is so
powerful and I hope to stay connected with this cohort of
people as I further discern my own call to ministry and
learn more about how to be a light and beacon of hope in
this world. As a result, my cup was filled and I am reenergized to go back into the world to be the driving force
for the Lord as we take what we have learned in Chicago
and spread his love and word across our diﬀerent lands we
call home.
My priorities for this year consist of working with our church and other groups
of people to ensure diversity, equity, environmental and economic justice are
apart of the conversation at the state capitol during this year's legislative
session on transportation. Later this Summer we will be working with our city
bike lobby to plan programming, funding and the implementation of this year's
(2nd annual) Minneapolis Black Bike Week!
God is amazing!
Peace,
Alexis Pennie
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ARTICLES & NEWS
RAP Update
RAP has had an exciting past several weeks, with activities such as
sledding, a movie day, a magician, and a yo-yo demonstration/
lesson! On average, around 15 youth attend the program each
week. The youth staﬀ is able to provide interesting programming
and a nutritious meal to young people with the help of many
dedicated volunteers from Redeemer and our partner
congregations. If you would like to help provide meals or mentor
youth on Tuesday nights as part of this important, fun program,
please contact the RCFL oﬃce at 612-377-4476 or
admin@redeemercenter.org.

Holy Week Worship Schedule
Palm Sunday 10:30am
Share together remembering Jesus entrance into Jerusalem as we wave palm branches. We begin worship with the
procession to the bike shop corner as we sing and wave palm branches as public witness to Jesus entering into our lives.
Maundy Thursday 7:00pm
at Westwood
This year’s Maundy Thursday worship combines Redeemer and Westwood together with intentional shared leadership.
Pastor Mark Hanson will be preacher, Kent and Alyssa and Redeemer musicians will share leadership with Westwood music
leadership. The service will include communion, visual art, spoken word and hand washing. Ushers, readers, communion
assistants and those assisting with hand washers will be from both Redeemer and Westwood.
Good Friday –
7:00pm
at Redeemer
This is a powerful service combining special music with the witness of God’s sacrifice that will open the doors to eternal
salvation. The service ends as we witness the stripping of the altar.
Easter Sunrise Service
7:00am
in the Courtyard at Redeemer
Service is held outside in the intimacy of the courtyard. Following the service worshippers are invited to share breakfast
hosted by the men of Redeemer. The breakfast will be served from 8:00am – 9:30am.
Easter Resurrection Service
10:00am
Easter Resurrection worship begins at 10:00am (no Prayer and Praise Service Easter Sunday)
Please remember to invite friends, family and strangers to this special time of worship and celebration. In addition to the
worship celebration the sanctuary will be filled with flowers, men will host a hardy breakfast (8:00am – 9:30am) and children
will share in the excitement of the Easter egg hunt.
Please consider purchasing an Easter plant in memory of a loved one. The plants will adorn the sanctuary for Easter Sunday
and $15 dollars. Please make checks out to Redeemer Lutheran Church and designate for Easter flowers. Announcements
regarding how to order flowers will be coming in the following weeks. For further detail, call the church oﬃce or contact
Michael Murray, Minister for Worship at murray92610@gmail.com.

MARCH WORSHIP ASSISTANTS
March 6

March 13

March 20

March 25

March 27

Palm Sunday

Good Friday

Easter

Greeter

Stephanie
Holloway

Stephanie
Holloway

Stephanie
Holloway

Stephanie
Holloway

Stephanie
Holloway

Reader

Lonna Field

Stuart Munk

Rachel Birkedal

Nathan Johnson

Peter Wemeier

Usher

Michael Simmons

Michael Simmons
Tyrik Thompson

Tyrik Thompson
Michael Simmons

Michael Simmons
Tyrik Thompson

Michael Simmons

Communion

Michael Murray
Kristi Murray

Michael Murray
Lonna Field

Michael Murray
Lonna Field
Naomi Lewis

LEADERSHIP & CONTACT
REDEEMER STAFF
Kelly Chatman — Senior Pastor
612.374.4139 x 13/ 651.490.0888(h)/
pastor@redeemermpls.org
Sarah Stadie — Oﬃce Administrator/Communications
612.374.4139/ admin@redeemermpls.org
Helen Collins — Program Staﬀ/ Communications
612.374.4139 x24/ helen@redeemercenter.org
Laurie Beckman Yetzer — Bookkeeper
612.374.4139 x21/ bookkeeper@redeemermpls.org
Angela Bonfiglio — Youth Organizer and Project Coordinator

REDEEMER COUNCIL
President — Jeﬀ Felton
Vice President —Phillip Hussong
Secretary — Yordanos Martin
Treasurer — Alyssa Hanson
Education — Christine Belfrey Johnson
Evangelism/Outreach — Kristen Gilbert
Fellowship — Kendrick Dwight
Service/Advocacy — Heather Nissen
Property — Mike Simmons
Stewardship — Amy Brandt
Worship, Arts & Music — Mike Murray
Youth — Mario Locust
REDEEMER CENTER FOR LIFE STAFF

612.374.4139 x23/ angela@redeemermpls.org
Kent Goodroad, Alyssa Schwitzer
Music Ministry Team/ x 23/musicteam@redeemermpls.org

Kelly Chatman — Executive Director/ 612.374.4139 x13
Babette Chatman — Director of Properties and Housing/
612.374.4139x16
Laurie Beckman Yetzer — Financial Director/ 612.377.4476
Helen Collins — Communications Program Staﬀ/ 612.377.4476
Katherine Parent — Arts and Community Outreach/ 612.377.4476
Venture North Bike Shop/ 612.377.3029
Casey Pavek, Shop Manager
Derek Otte, Service Manager
Kendrick Dwight, Assistant Manager
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REDEEMER MARCH
CALENDAR
SUNDAY

MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

1

2

9-12pm: Busy Fingers
6:00p.m. Lenten
3:00-7:00p.m. Harrison Soup & Service
Health Commons,
Living Room

6
9-10a.m. Adult
Gathering
10:00 a.m. Worship &
Praise
10:30a.m. Worship
Liturgy
1:45p.m. & 3:00p.m.
Redeemer Basketball
Game
13
Daylight Savings
9-10a.m. Adult
Gathering
10:00 a.m. Worship &
Praise
10:30a.m. Worship
Liturgy
12:30p.m. & 3:00p.m.
Redeemer Basketball
Game
18
Palm Sunday
9-10a.m. Adult
Gathering
10:00 a.m. Worship &
Praise
10:30a.m. Worship
Liturgy

25
Easter Sunday
7:00a.m. Sunrise
Service
9-10a.m. Adult
Gathering
10:00 a.m. Worship &
Praise
10:30a.m. Worship
Liturgy

7
3:00-7:00p.m.
Harrison Health
Commons, Living
Room
7:00p.m. Open 12
Step Program

14
3:00-7:00p.m.
Harrison Health
Commons, Living
Room
7:00p.m. Open 12
Step Program

19
3:00-7:00p.m.
Harrison Health
Commons, Living
Room
7:00p.m. Open 12
Step Program

26
3:00-7:00p.m.
Harrison Health
Commons, Living
Room
7:00p.m. Open 12
Step Program

8

9

14

9-12pm: Busy Fingers
6:00p.m. Lenten
3:00-7:00p.m. Harrison Soup & Service
Health Commons,
Living Room

20

21

9-12pm: Busy Fingers
3:00-7:00p.m. Harrison
Health Commons,
Living Room

27
9-12pm: Busy Fingers
3:00-7:00p.m. Harrison
Health Commons,
Living Room

3

28

SATURDAY
4

5

3:00-7:00p.m.
Harrison Health
Commons, Living
Room
6:30p.m. Open 12
Step Program

10:00a.m.-12:00p.m.
Men’s Group

11

12

3:00-7:00p.m.
Harrison Health
Commons, Living
Room
6:30p.m. Open 12
Step Program

10:00a.m.-12:00p.m.
Men’s Group

16

17

3:00-7:00p.m.
Harrison Health
Commons, Living
Room
6:30p.m. Open 12
Step Program

10:00a.m.-12:00p.m.
Men’s Group

22

23

24

5:00pm: Heathy
EaIng Classes,
Living Room
6:00p.m. Zumba,
Fellowship Hall
7:00p.m. Maundy
Thursday Service,
Westwood
Lutheran Church

3:00-7:00p.m.
Harrison Health
Commons, Living
Room
6:30p.m. Open 12
Step Program
7:00p.m. Good
Friday Service

10:00a.m.-12:00p.m.
Men’s Group

29

30

31

3:00-7:00p.m.
Harrison Health
Commons, Living
Room
6:30p.m. Open 12
Step Program

10:00a.m.-12:00p.m.
Men’s Group

5:00pm: Heathy
EaIng Classes,
Living Room
6:00p.m. Zumba,
Fellowship Hall

9-12pm: Busy Fingers
6:00p.m. Lenten
3:00-7:00p.m. Harrison Soup & Service
Health Commons,
Living Room

15

FRIDAY

10
5:00pm: Heathy
EaIng Classes,
Living Room
6:00p.m. Zumba,
Fellowship Hall

15
5:00pm: Heathy
EaIng Classes,
Living Room
6:00p.m. Zumba,
Fellowship Hall

5:00pm: Heathy
EaIng Classes,
Living Room
6:00p.m. Zumba,
Fellowship Hall
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IN THIS ISSUE:
HOLY WEEK SCHEDULE

JOIN US!
SUNDAYS:

THRIVENT ACTION TEAMS

Adult Bible Study: 9:00 A.M.

HOLY HOOPS

Prayers & Praise: 10:00 A.M.

& MORE!

Worship: 10:30 A.M.
* Sunday School
* Nursery
Church Oﬃce Hours:
Monday-Thursday: 9:00-4:00 P.M.
Friday: 9:00 A.M.- 12:00 P.M.
10

