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I love to garden. I love everything about gardening - well,
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maybe not everything. This year, I began preparing for my
garden when there was still snow on the ground. First, I went
to Home Depot and bought seeds. Then, when the weather
broke and the ground was wet and muddy, I went to the
recycling center and loaded up with mulch. When I got
home, I mixed the mulch into the dirt, added seeds, and began the process of
waiting and watching for plants to grow. Everyday thereafter, I looked forward
to coming home and measuring my garden’s growth. Yesterday, I was standing
at my kitchen window and I looked out into my lovely garden only to see three
rabbits. Those darn wabbits had been feasting on my lettuce! I was angry!
Where I had cultivated promise and growth in my garden, there were now only
stems.
There is a lesson in that garden. After I scattered those rabbits from my
garden, my attention immediately turned to keeping those pests away. I spent
hours thinking of ways to keep the rabbits out of my garden. I could construct
a fence to wall them oﬀ, or I could install cameras to record the rabbits in the
act. I even thought about adopting a cat. Then I realized how those rabbits
had distracted me from the bliss of gardening.
Where do you find your bliss? If you have a garden, are you tending to your
plants, or are you chasing after rabbits?

Save the Date:
Redeemer Annual Block
Party
Wednesday,
August 17, 2016
6:00-8:00p.m.

For more than twenty years, Redeemer has been witness to a faith community
planting a garden in North Minneapolis. In 1998, life was hard in the Harrison
Neighborhood, where Milda’s Café was an anchor. The café was planning to
move out of the neighborhood, but with the help of our faithful partners,
Redeemer Center for Life purchased land and built a three-million-dollar retail
facility to keep Milda’s in the neighborhood. We surveyed neighborhood
residents, who stated that they needed aﬀordable housing, youth development,
and employment opportunities in the neighborhood. Redeemer and RCFL
responded by adding apartment buildings, single family homes, and building two
new aﬀordable homes. We converted benign corner businesses into vibrant
youth employment operations, and built strong community focused programs to
seed a culture of sustainable growth.
What does all this have to do with a garden? Well, that’s what we do at
Redeemer. We are gardeners. We plan seeds that grow hope and promise.
Sometimes, we get distracted by those silly wabbits, but in our heart of1 hearts,
we are God’s gardeners.

COMMUNITY UPDATES
FROM THE INTERN Louis Tillman
Isaiah 43:19
Behold, I am doing a new thing; now it springs forth, do you not perceive it? I will make a way
in the wilderness and rivers in the desert.
Karibu sana Redeemer Lutheran Church! That is Kiswahili for “Welcome Redeemer Lutheran
Church!” As I enter into my last Faith Matters entry, I can’t help but look over the ways in which the Holy Spirit
moved within Redeemer this past year. God has surely blessed us in a plethora of ways.
I recently traveled to Tanzania in the beginning of June to serve as the ELCA representative to the 4th Youth
Consultation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Tanzania. Before I got on the plane at MSP, I had a phone call
from the ELCA Churchwide oﬃces that I would be the only person from the USA attending this consultation and
that I would be on my own, but taken care of by the good people of the diocese. I could have panicked, but I
knew that God was going to do something new in my life. On my pilgrimage to East Africa, I learned many things
and explored a God that will make anything possible. All of my 25 years in the ELCA, I have been warned that you
should not use your prophetic voice because it’s not tolerated. As a person who exists in the 1.2% of people of
African Descent that make up this denomination, that has always left my spirit broken. I consistently saw a
paradigm of finances being valued over relationships, and the pantomime of that which is to say “Church is a
Business”.
However, in the 14 cities, 10 days and 8 dioceses that I experienced in Tanzania, my soul was immensely blessed.
My Father-in-the-Ministry, Dr. Rev. Albert Starr, Jr., studied at Makumira Seminary in 1980. As I look at the
prophetic and dynamic leader he is for the ELCA, I can’t help but noticed that his endeavors in Tanzania as a
seminarian are what sharpened his prophetic lens for justice and speaking truth to power in a system in the USA
where he is a minority. I had the privilege to go and spend time with professors and students at Makumira
Seminary, and my view of the church has grown broader in the sense that God is doing something new. But do we
perceive it?
One of my most prolific experiences in Tanzania was having a conversation with the
Presiding Bishop of the ELCT, Bishop Dr. Frederick Shoo. In one of my many encounters
with him on this trip, he asked my feedback on why my age group was disappearing from
the church. Then he asked me if I had any suggestions that could help the ELCT with
gaining more youth to come into the church. Now please keep in mind that the Youth
Consultation was 650 attendees between ages 13-35, and they were from all 24 Dioceses
and 3 Missionaries that make up the ELCT. Also, there was a random time in the
consultation where they took up an oﬀering and collected 1.9 Million Tanzanian Schillings
(~ $1,931 USD) within 37 minutes. So when asked the later question, I was taken aback
because I’ve never witnessed this in any environment of the ELCA. My response was
simply around the hospital metaphor. We as youth and young adults view the church as
the hospital, where people go in wounded and leave in a much better condition. We see
the members as nurses and the preacher as the medical examiner and Jesus as the lead
doctor. As the angels are sewing us up and fixing us, the Holy Spirit is keeping us calm and collected. As we leave
out of the hospital, we know that we will be back soon because outside of the hospital is where we can get hurt
several times within the time span of seven days. Now with the hospital metaphor, too often the youth and young
adults only see wounded people entering the church and coming out wounded, just to go back into the world to
become even more wounded. How can we change that paradigm so that people can aspire to inspire before they
expire? How can people speak truth to power without having to fear consequences? How can we create a covenant
that would conquer our cantankerous cycles of calamity within our own communities? (Continued on page 3)

ARTICLES & NEWS
Meet the New Intern: Alissa Kretzmann
Hello Redeemer Lutheran Church! My name is Alissa Kretzmann and I am so delighted to
be joining your community in mid-August as the incoming Intern. Though we'll get to
know one another more deeply soon, I wanted to let you know a little bit about me.
I grew up in Toledo, Ohio, where my family attended an urban Lutheran Church. I have
many fond and formative memories from that place. I suppose that was the start of my
growing love for urban congregations. Most of my childhood, however, was spent living in
a more rural part of Ohio, on a Lutheran summer camp which my Dad directed. Those years were full of
adventures as my brother and I made full use of living on a summer camp.
I attended Valparaiso University where I studied Social Work, Theology and Peace and Social Justice. I also
studied abroad in Namibia, Africa. Though I had always been drawn towards ministry, it wasn't until after
graduating from college, while working in a church in Milwaukee, that I began to hear and articulate a call
towards pastoral ministry.
I recently graduated with my Masters of Divinity and a Certificate in Lutheran Studies from Yale Divinity
School. During my time in seminary, I enjoyed thinking about what churches can look like when they engage
deeply in the world around them. I saw an amazing example of this during my field education placement at
Saint Lydia's Dinner Church in Brooklyn, NY.
I am so excited to be joining Redeemer Lutheran Church for the next part of my journey towards ordination. I
admire the way that your congregation is engaging your neighborhood so fully and authentically and I look
forward to learning from you all. Redeemer seems to be a place where the work of the Church is spilling out
into the world and I am so excited to be a part of that!
Though I’ve never lived in Minnesota, I’m very excited to move to the Twin Cities. I have many family and
friends in the area so, in a sense I feel like I’m returning home. I am also looking forward to introducing you to
my significant other, Kevin, who is in the Lutheran ordination process as well and will be completing his
internship at Westwood Lutheran Church.

From the Intern Continued from page 2
Redeemer Lutheran Church, God is using you at a powerful time right now. Do you see it? In Greek the word Kairos
means Godly time and the word chronos means chronological time. I feel that this year has been one where both
times merged and existed in the Twin Cities. God is doing something new in the congregation, the synod, and the
larger church. But do you see it? Faith is the main medicine that can protect you when you leave the hospital each
Sunday. Prayer is your physical therapy. And weekly visits are only to ensure that you will be well enough to take on
whatever the Lord brings your way.
This has been both a challenging and powerful year for me. However, I’m blessed beyond belief to have served as
your Pastoral Intern for the past 11 months. I look forward to hearing the wonderful things that you will do to build
the Kingdom of God in the near future. Thank you for your feedback, support, guidance and prayers throughout my
journey. Your love will be known for the many years of ministry that the Lord has called upon me to do. I look
forward to our paths crossing in the God’s time.
Prayer: May your neighbors respect you, trouble neglect you, angels protect you, and Heaven accept you. Amen
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+Grace and Peace, Vicar. Louis Tillman

ARTICLES & NEWS

Successful Vacation Bible Schools!
The Youth Ministry Team would like to thank
all of the dedicated staﬀ and volunteers who
planned, provided food and monetary support,
and oﬀered their time and talents to make two
Vacation Bible Schools a success this year!
There are too many to thank by name, but
know that your support contributed to a fun
week of activities that allowed youth to grow
in their spirituality and make new friends. I
also want to especially thank the high school
youth interns who gained leadership
experience as they mentored younger youth
during Urban VBS at Augsburg!
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ARTICLES & NEWS
Reflections from Pastor Kelly
Several years ago, I traveled with our youth group from Minneapolis, Minnesota, to New York City,
where we engaged in a weeklong multicultural summer camp. The camp was a wonderful mix of children,
who were of North American, Dominican, and Puerto Rican descent. The church building and
neighborhood surrounding it, was filled with urban atmosphere. There was a fire station across the street,
a subway near-by, and the famous Central Park was just a short walk away. The time we shared in New
York provided a wonderful contrast to the life we are all well acquainted with back in the tundra.
When I was sitting out in front of that congregation in New York, enjoying a rare quiet moment, I
noticed an old woman walking down the street who appeared to be homeless. She was walking with a
cart filled with what seemed to be all of her entire earthly possessions. I watched as she approached the
church, and as she stopped in front of the building. She made the sign of the cross, and I assume she
conducted a brief prayer as she went on her way. I was blessed to share in that moment, the faith and
belief of a woman for the church, not just the past history of the church, or her respect for the
congregation in that building, but a reverence that transcended her life’s condition.
Back in Minneapolis earlier that year, a house across the street from our congregation went into
foreclosure. A national financial institution purchased that house for a fraction of the price for which it
was worth. After purchasing the house, that financial institution nailed a large piece of plywood to the
house and spray painted a sign on it, stating that the house was for sale.
I return to these two stories because they are both signs that we struggle to recognize and revere the
sacred nature of God’s creation in our lives. Today in America, politicians promote putting up walls,
while our bombs produce homeless children and families. A man with a history of violence can purchase
assault weapons and massacre innocent people. As a nation, we talk about putting more cameras on our
police force while we continue to suﬀer the epidemic of violence among and against Black youth. Where
are the signs of reverence for life, all life?
I thank God for the witness of an elderly woman, who even as she appeared to be carrying all of her
earthly possessions in a cart, was like a star coming from the east. She stopped, made the sign of the
cross and pointed above, to the One I trust and revere. If she can overcome her life’s conditions and still
pay respect to the everlasting glory of God, then perhaps we should re-examine our own approach to our
life’s troubles. Let us agree that Jesus is the way, the truth and the light.

Vicar Louis Last Sunday July 24th
Vicar Louis Tillman’s last Sunday at
Redeemer will be Sunday, July 24th.
After service will be having a potluck
to celebrate his time with us and wish
him best of luck as he moves back to
Chicago to finish his Masters of
Divinity.

Baby Shower for Redeemers newest
babies: Shadow, Fredrik, Miriam, and
Effie

ARTICLES & NEWS
Youth Summer Camp 2016

Congratulations to Redeemer High
School Graduates: Kyara Lambert, Tyrik
Thompson, Rahila Coats, and Eva
Maghanha (not pictured)

Redeemer Center for Life is oﬀering 5 weeks of summer
camp for children who have completed Kindergarten to 6th
grade, living in North Minneapolis. The camp will run
Monday through Thursday, 10:00 - 2:30 PM. Registration fee
for each child is $5 per week or $15 for a whole summer of fun
programming! Free lunch & snack provided. Registration
forms can be found in the church oﬃce, the Living Room
and Venture North. We hope to see you there!
Kick Oﬀ - July 5 & 6
Music Camp - July 11-14
Bike & Olympics Camp - July 18-21
Science & Garden Camp - July 25-28
Art & Mural Camp - August 1-4
Community Leadership Camp - August 8-11
If you are interested in providing a meal or volunteering your
time during Summer Camp, please contact
Any questions? Contact Angela, Alison or Alexus, 612-374-4139
or admin@redeemercenter.org

Employment Opportunities for Young People this Summer
Redeemer is excited to welcome 26 new
high school interns this summer! For years
now, Redeemer has partnered with StepUp
and Emerge to oﬀer valuable employment
opportunities for youth. Interns will work
with Redeemer staﬀ and volunteers to
develop summer programming, including
the Youth Summer Camp, Earn-a-Bike and
activities around the Health Commons @
the Living Room and community garden.
Through their work with Redeemer, these
young people will learn what it means to be
a community leader and develop skills that will equip them for their
future careers. We hope the youth staﬀ and their supervisors are
ready for a fun summer!
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Upcoming Events at the Community Oven
Mark your calendar to join us as we continue a season of community
meals at the community bread oven! So far, we have had three very
successful events, including a fantastic fish fundraiser with fish caught
and donated by Jedahlia Johnson and Felix Hampton Brown! The
next free Friday Fire event will be July 15th. All are welcome!
There are still plenty of opportunities to volunteer, share skills and
eat together at the oven. All volunteers receive oven firing training
and attend baking workshops for free! If you would like to
volunteer or you have questions about how you can host an
event utilizing the bread oven, please contact Helen Collins at
(612) 374-4139 or helen@redeemercenter.org.
2016 Community Oven Events
Friday Fires: Build pizzas to bake and enjoy with neighbors,
every 3rd Friday from May thru October. Free family meal. We
bring the pizza, you bring toppings to share!
Oven firing training at 2pm. Meal from 6-8pm.
July 15
September 16
October 21
Donations accepted to support ongoing oven activities.
Baking Workshops: Learn new skills and try out new recipes,
taught by local chefs.
$5 suggested donation.
Saturday, September 17 - TBA
10am-2pm, Redeemer Fellowship Hall

Redeemer Summer Cookouts
Redeemer Wednesday Summer Cookouts are beginning on Wednesday, July 6th and continue
through July into early August. The cookouts are from 6:00-8:00p.m. in the field behind the church
(weather permitting). The summer cookouts are a time for partner churches to come together with
Redeemer to reach out and invite community members to enjoy a meal together. Redeemer will be
hosting the kick-oﬀ cookout on Wednesday, July 6th.
Please contact Sarah in the oﬃce (admin@redeemermpls.org) if you would be interested in
contributing or helping on the Wednesday, July 6th Cookout.
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MARCH WORSHIP ASSISTANTS
July 3

July 10

July 17

July 24

July 31

Greeter

Stephanie
Holloway

Stephanie
Holloway

Stephanie
Holloway

Stephanie
Holloway

Stephanie
Holloway

Reader

Sarah
Kretschmann

Lonna Field

Nathan Johnson

Kendrick Hall

Cheryl Branch

Usher

Michael Simmons

Michael Simmons
Tyrik Thompson

Tyrik Thompson
Michael Simmons

Michael Simmons

Michael Simmons

Communion

Michael Murray
Kristi Murray

Michael Murray
Kristi Murray

LEADERSHIP & CONTACT
REDEEMER STAFF
Kelly Chatman — Senior Pastor
612.374.4139 x 13/ 651.490.0888(h)/
pastor@redeemermpls.org
Sarah Stadie — Oﬃce Administrator/Communications
612.374.4139/ admin@redeemermpls.org
Helen Collins — Program Staﬀ/ Communications
612.374.4139 x24/ helen@redeemercenter.org
Laurie Beckman Yetzer — Bookkeeper
612.374.4139 x21/ bookkeeper@redeemermpls.org
Angela Bonfiglio — Youth Organizer and Project Coordinator

REDEEMER COUNCIL
President — Jeﬀ Felton
Vice President —Phillip Hussong
Secretary — Yordanos Martin
Treasurer — Alyssa Hanson
Education — Christine Belfry Johnson
Evangelism/Outreach — Kristen Gilbert
Fellowship — Kendrick Dwight
Service/Advocacy — Heather Nissen
Property — Mike Simmons
Stewardship — Amy Brandt
Worship, Arts & Music — Mike Murray
Youth — Mario Locust
REDEEMER CENTER FOR LIFE STAFF

612.374.4139 x23/ angela@redeemermpls.org
Kent Goodroad, Alyssa Schwitzer
Music Ministry Team/ x 23/musicteam@redeemermpls.org

Kelly Chatman — Executive Director/ 612.374.4139 x13
Babette Chatman — Director of Properties and Housing/
612.374.4139x16
Laurie Beckman Yetzer — Financial Director/ 612.377.4476
Helen Collins — Communications Program Staﬀ/ 612.377.4476
Katherine Parent — Arts and Community Outreach/ 612.377.4476
Venture North Bike Shop/ 612.377.3029
Casey Pavek, Shop Manager
Derek Otte, Service Manager
Kendrick Hall, Assistant Manager
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REDEEMER JULY
CALENDAR

SUNDAY

MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

SATURDAY
1

6:00-7:00p.m.
Yoga, Living Room
6:00p.m. Open 12
Step Program
3
9-10a.m. Adult
Gathering
10:00 a.m. Worship
& Praise
10:30a.m. Worship
Liturgy

10
9-10a.m. Adult
Gathering
10:00 a.m. Worship
& Praise
10:30a.m. Worship
Liturgy

17
9-10a.m. Adult
Gathering
10:00 a.m. Worship
& Praise
10:30a.m. Worship
Liturgy

24
9-10a.m. Adult
Gathering
10:00 a.m. Worship
& Praise
10:30a.m. Worship
Liturgy
12:00p.m. Potluck
honoring Vicar Louis

4
Fourth of July:
Oﬃce Closed
7:00p.m. Open 12
Step Program

5
9-12pm: Busy Fingers
10:00a.m.-2:30p.m
Summer Camp
3:00-7:00p.m.
Harrison Health
Commons, Living
Room

11
10:00a.m.-2:30p.m
Summer Camp
3:00-6:00p.m.
Harrison Health
Commons, Living
Room
7:00p.m. Open 12
Step Program
18
10:00a.m.-2:30p.m
Summer Camp
3:00-6:00p.m.
Harrison Health
Commons, Living
Room
7:00p.m. Open 12
Step Program
25
10:00a.m.-2:30p.m
Summer Camp
3:00-6:00p.m.
Harrison Health
Commons, Living
Room
7:00p.m. Open 12
Step Program

12
9-12pm: Busy Fingers
10:00a.m.-2:30p.m
Summer Camp
3:00-7:00p.m.
Harrison Health
Commons, Living
Room
19
9-12pm: Busy Fingers
10:00a.m.-2:30p.m
Summer Camp
3:00-7:00p.m.
Harrison Health
Commons, Living
Room

26
9-12pm: Busy Fingers
10:00a.m.-2:30p.m
Summer Camp
3:00-7:00p.m.
Harrison Health
Commons, Living
Room

6
10:00a.m.-2:30p.m
Summer Camp
6:00-8:00p.m.
Summer Cookout

13
10:00a.m.-2:30p.m
Summer Camp
6:00-8:00p.m.
Summer Cookout

20
10:00a.m.-2:30p.m
Summer Camp
6:00-8:00p.m.
Summer Cookout

27
10:00a.m.-2:30p.m
Summer Camp
6:00-8:00p.m.
Summer Cookout

7
10:00a.m.-2:30p.m
Summer Camp
6:00-7:00p.m.
Zumba, Fellowship
Hall

14
10:00a.m.-2:30p.m
Summer Camp
6:00-7:00p.m.
Zumba, Fellowship
Hall

2
10:00a.m.-12:00p.m.
Men’s Group

8
10:00a.m.-2:30p.
m Summer Camp
6:00-7:00p.m.
Yoga, Living Room
6:00p.m. Open 12
Step Program

9
10:00a.m.-12:00p.m.
Men’s Group

15

16

6:00-7:00p.m.
10:00a.m.-12:00p.m.
Yoga, Living Room Men’s Group
6:00p.m. Open 12
Step Program
6:00-8:00p.m.
Oven Event
6:00p.m. H-Cubed,
Venture North

21

22

10:00a.m.-2:30p.m
Summer Camp
6:00-7:00p.m.
Zumba, Fellowship
Hall

6:00-7:00p.m.
Yoga, Living Room
6:00p.m. Open 12
Step Program

28

29

10:00a.m.-2:30p.m
Summer Camp
6:00-7:00p.m.
Zumba, Fellowship
Hall

6:00-7:00p.m.
Yoga, Living Room
6:00p.m. Open 12
Step Program

23
10:00a.m.-12:00p.m.
Men’s Group

30
10:00a.m.-12:00p.m.
Men’s Group

31
9-10a.m. Adult
Gathering
10:00 a.m. Worship
& Praise
10:30a.m. Worship
Liturgy
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IN THIS ISSUE:
VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL

JOIN US!
SUNDAYS:

YOUTH EMPLOYMENT

Adult Bible Study: 9:00 A.M.

SUMMER COOKOUTS

Prayers & Praise: 10:00 A.M.

& MORE!

Worship: 10:30 A.M.
* Sunday School
* Nursery
Church Oﬃce Hours:
Monday-Thursday: 9:00-4:00 P.M.
Friday: 9:00 A.M.- 12:00 P.M.
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