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Kelly Chatman

12 For even as the body is one and yet has many members, and
all the members of the body, though they are many, are one body,
so also is Christ. 13 For [a]by one Spirit we were all baptized into
one body, whether Jews or Greeks, whether slaves or free, and
we were all made to drink of one Spirit.
Corinthians 12:12-13
As we begin 2016, I want to lift up a particular scripture from Paul’s letter to the
church in Corinth. In this letter, Paul encourages the church to speak with the
unity of one voice. Aware that the church could easily become divided as they
faced the issues of the day he wanted to encourage the church to remain
undivided. So often when we read this scripture, we think about how we become
divided as leaders, competing for who has the stronger voice, who is the most
right or who possesses the greater gift. Paul is stating that the real focus for the
church is to hold on to our unity as we celebrate our diversity.
I think about the example of the hula hoop. The hula hoop was all the craze as it
swept through the United States and other parts of the world in the 1950s. The
hula hoop is a round object people placed on their hips and in order to keep the
hoop in motion, the body has to move in coordination to keep the object up and
moving. The body has to move together in coordination. Paul is saying that the
church is much like the hula hoop. If the church is going to keep moving and
progressing, the leaders have to move in coordination. The left hand and the
right hand have to move in agreement.
Last month, an invitation went out to the congregation to gather in homes to
discuss how Redeemer might demonstrate support for Black Lives Matter, as well
as commitment to our brothers and sisters who are lesbian, gay and transgender.
A response from those meetings was to communicate solidarity with the demands
pertaining to the tragic killing of Jamar Clark. Out of the second gathering at the
home of one of our members came the commitment to worship and march to the
4th Precinct and onto the Government Center. The turnout was significant and
our bishop was among those who joined us. Not everyone is in agreement
regarding the events surrounding the police and the death of Jamar Clark.
However, we did speak with the unity of one voice. We were the body of Christ
standing in solidarity with a community in pain. We stood in solidarity with a
nation where young Black lives are being tried on the sidewalk and not in the
courtroom.
So this is my prayer, hope and deepest desire in 2016. I pray that Redeemer will
grow and be strengthened as the body of Christ. I pray that we will continue to
have deep discussion about race, justice and equality. I pray that our worship will
continue to be spirit-filled and each Sunday someone new will be among us. I
pray that we will continue to reach out and into the community and people who
have never entered the doors of our sanctuary continue to say, “Redeemer
1 is my
church”. Paul says in verse 27, “Now you are Christ’s body, and individually
members of it.’ Now let’s get to work. Happy New Year!

COMMUNITY UPDATES
FROM THE INTERN Louis Tillman
Many People Have SIGHT but Very Few Have VISION
Then the Lord answered me and said:
“Write the vision; make it plain on tablets, so that a runner may read it.”
- Habakkuk 2:2The season of Advent has been filled with many surprises, challenges, and opportunities. Our congregation has had
a presence at the occupation of the 4th Precinct for the entire 18 day protest. Many Lutherans from all over the
city were involved in the protest, the two marches, and the community forums that took place in December. The
Minneapolis Area Synod made history by publicly proclaiming that black lives matter. In the end of 2015, I see
that Redeemer is ready to continue this journey of racial equity by any means necessary. This is God at work
sharing an image of what it looks like for SIGHT to become VISION.
As we enter into a new calendar year, I pray that we can keep our faith and hope from the beginning to the end.
We are in a marathon, not a sprint. I know that I’m guilty of starting a list of New Year’s resolutions that I intend
to complete. However, I end up losing my focus and break that resolution before Easter Sunday. I’m starting to
realize that many of us have sight, but very few of us have vision. How do we keep our eye on the prize when peace
isn’t prevailing? How do we stay blessed when we’re beyond stressed? How can we feel anointed when we’re still
disappointed? How do we remain steadfast in our Christian roots, when all of the chips are down? How do we
have love when justice and mercy are far from thy sight?
These are questions that I grapple with when I still see the disparities in employment, education, and economics
within the city of Minneapolis. Redeemer Lutheran Church prides itself on being a beacon of hope in the
Harrison Neighborhood. I would go further and say that the members of Redeemer Lutheran Church embody a
bridge of blessings all throughout the Northside of Minneapolis.
When people in the Twin Cities view North Minneapolis through the lens of the negative narratives that the
media portrays, they are an example of what it means to keep your blinders on. This is a prime example of those
who have sight but very little vision.
The prophet Habakkuk (in Habakkuk 2:2) was spot on with following his directions from the Lord. We as
disciples of God sometimes have to write down our visions so that those with their blinders on can see the
ultimate message. In my time here, I’ve seen how each and every member is a visionary in their own gifted and
unique way. We each show our own unique ways of being a testimony to the community that we walk by faith and
not by sight. Our testimonies and our visions are what collectively have built a beacon of hope and a bridge of
blessings all throughout the Northside of Minneapolis.
As we embark upon another year that the Lord has made, let us continue to write down our visions so that those
whom we encounter can deliver it to the blinded communities in despair. 2016 is your year to shine! God is with us
in the midst of chaos and in the midst of celebrations. How will you write down and cast your visions this year?
How will you challenge yourself in the midst of chaos? How will you build another bridge of blessings to a
generation that is lacking in patience? How will you do justice, love kindness, and walk humbly with God? How
will you make the best of your todays be the worst of your tomorrows?

ARTICLES & NEWS
Christmas Pageant Appreciation
The Redeemer congregation would like to express their
thanks and appreciation for the congregation leaders
and young people who volunteered their time and
talents to make the Christmas pageant and pageant
fellowship event possible. The nursery children looked
adorable as they sang The First Noel dressed as the
shepherds sheep. The Sunday school class performed
the roles of angels, shepherds and kings as a
talented cast of narrators shared the good news
of Jesus’ birth. For the second year, the pageant
included the use of beautiful puppets depicting
the Holy Family, created by artist-in-residence
Katherine Parent and Helen Collins. Christine
Belfrey-Johnson led a group of high school
youth in a rousing version of Go Tell It
On The Mountain that got everyone in
the pews moving with the spirit!
The fellowship team, headed by Sara Huelle,
prepared and served a delicious meal of green bean
casserole, rice, beans, salads and enough fried
chicken to feed over 80 community members.
Cheryl Chatman worked with the fellowship team to
form a Thrivent Action Team and used the seed money received from the project
to purchase ingredients and a large sheet cake to celebrate the youth’s eﬀorts.
Desserts were also contributed by congregation members. Special thanks to the
youth ministry team, the fellowship team, the Sunday school and nursery children and their families, and
all of the youth and adult volunteers who made this year’s pageant a success. We would also like thank
Thrivent Financial for their contribution to this event.

Bring Your Photos for Church Directory
We are in the process of putting together a church directory with pictures of individuals and families
who consider Redeemer Lutheran Church their “home.” The directory will include a photo, name(s),
and other information people would like to include, such as address, phone number and/or email
address. If you would like to be included in the directory and were not present on the Sundays this
fall where photos were taken, please email your photo and address, phone number, and/or email
address to admin@redeemermpls.org. Thank you!
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ARTICLES & NEWS
Christmas Store Success
The Redeemer community
certainly celebrated the reason
for the season at the 13th
Annual Christmas Store. Due
to the large volume of
donations made by members of
Redeemer and our partner congregations,
over 160 youth were able to shop for gifts for
their friends and family.
Volunteers from Christ the King Lutheran
Church provided lunch for the participants,
their families and the over 50 volunteers
who oﬀered their time to register
participants, help young people select
presents, wrap gifts, and allow children to
frost their own Christmas cookies.
We owe a debt of gratitude to all of the
volunteers, community members and
partner congregations who made this event
a beautiful celebration of the season of
giving!
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“All Are Welcome” to Redeemer’s MLK Day
Celebration!
We at Redeemer would like to
invite congregants, community
members and supporters to the
Annual Martin Luther King, Jr.
Day celebration on Sunday,
January 17th. There will be a
community meal after worship
service in the fellowship hall,
followed by a program in the
sanctuary, including spoken
word and musical performances
by talented members of the
Redeemer community. In the wake of acts of police
brutality and the proliferation of the Black Lives
Matter movement, it is important and timely that all
of us come together to build the “beloved
community” spoken of by Dr. King. Redeemer works
in and with a community that is often ignored or
stereotyped, portrayed as poor, irrelevant, or
dangerous. This event is an opportunity to celebrate
the rich talent and compassion growing right here in
North Minneapolis.

ARTICLES & NEWS
Black Lives Matter Coalition and
Statement
On Tuesday, December 1st, more than 30 members
of the Redeemer community met to share their
thoughts, concerns and hopes around the ongoing
activism by Black Lives Matter, particularly the
occupation of the Minneapolis Police Department
4th Precinct less than a mile from the church
building. A week later, the group met again to
continue the conversation. Out of these
discussions, congregation members wrote and
released a statement expressing Redeemer’s
support for the Black Lives Matter movement and
drafted several action steps that will challenge the
Redeemer community to take a direct and active
role in the struggle for racial equity going forward.
One of these action steps was to invite members
and friends of the Redeemer congregation to participate
in a worship service and march on Saturday, Dec. 19, that
would meet up with the Justice for Jamar Unity March
and Rally beginning at noon at the 4th Precinct. Every
detail related to the worship service
and march was planned and
Tim Fisher, Minneapolis, Star Tribune
organized by leaders within the
Letter to the Editor
congregation. The service included
performances by Alyssa Schwitzer,
I was a participant in Saturday’s “Justice 4
Dave Scherer, Kieara Sampson and
Jamar” coalition march. The coalition
Joe Davis, as well as testimonials by
organization that brought me there, a group
young leaders who were actively
that formed a large percentage of the marchers,
involved in the
was Redeemer Lutheran Church of north
occupation of the
Minneapolis. Redeemer gathered Lutheran
precinct and a call to
clergy members and lay people from across the
action by Bishop Ann
Twin Cities, including the bishop of the
Svennugsen. T-shirts
Minneapolis Area Synod and the former
asserting “Redeemer
national bishop of the Evangelical Lutheran
Believes Black Lives
Church in America (ELCA). We started the
Matter” were printed and morning with wonderfully positive prayer and
made available for sale to song, and then marched to the Fourth Precinct
marchers. Volunteers
site, where every single one of the invited
donated snacks and hand speakers and performers presented messages
warmers for marchers,
calling for justice, unity and peace. Out of
created signs and banners and acted as marshals to keep
about 300 or so people, the number of those
people safe as we marched across Olson Memorial
who vented angry words, cussing out the
Highway to the precinct. Once there, Redeemer
police, was actually a tiny, tiny percentage of
members joined the larger rally that marched a path from the total: literally, about five or six people. I
the precinct to the HERC incinerator, through
hope the Star Tribune’s future coverage of the
downtown to the Government Center. The leadership
ongoing story of the Black Lives Matter group,
and passion displayed by the Redeemer community in
and the Justice 4 Jamar Coalition, will include
making this event possible was truly awe-inspiring.
more substantial coverage that paints a fuller,
more accurate picture of this remarkable
movement.

ARTICLES & NEWS
Harrison Healing Harmony Event at
Venture North
Friday, December 18,
marked the second
Harrison
Healing Harmony
event, an open mic
sharing ideas, music,
and poetry that
showcased the
vibrant voices of the
Harrison
Neighborhood and
beyond. Over 75
community members
attended the event.
Performances included poetry, music, art
showcase and visual artist, Angela Davis.
The event was hosted by Kendrick Hall and
S'sence Adams. Fay's Catering, Crave, and
Sunnyside Cafe provided food for the evening,
supported in part by Luther Seminary.
“The mood in the room was beautiful. There was
such a sense of community in the room,” says
Kendrick Hall, a manager at Venture North and
co-organizer of the event.
“It was really inspired by the talent of the people
participating,” says Alexis Pennie, an open mic
performer and urban planner at Redeemer Center
for Life. “It caused me to prepare a piece and
share my ideas around democracy in America.”
Harrison Healing Harmony will return on Friday,
January 22, hosted by the talented Kendrick
Hall, Noelle Barber, Joe Davis, Denetrick Powers,
Louis Tillman, and Heather Nissen.
Community members interested in performing
may sign up by stopping at Venture North the day
of the event. Time slots are limited!

Opportunities for Learning at Venture
North
Venture North Bike Shop is now accepting
applications for All About Bikes, their bike
mechanic training program. This program is
designed to give young people hands-on experience
repairing and fine tuning bikes. Participants have an
opportunity to receive individual training from
professional mechanics and even have the
opportunity to be hired at Venture North as an
apprentice! They will also build their own bikes to
keep.
All About Bikes training course begins in January.
The course is free of charge. Participants must be
between the ages of 15-20. If you are interested in
applying for the program, please contact Casey at
(612) 377-3029 or apply online at http://bit.ly/
1alXWbc. Casey Pavek, the store manager, also
encourages anyone who is interested in joining the
apprenticeship program to come into the shop
during Open Shop on Tuesdays from 3 to 7pm to
start volunteering and getting to know their way
around the shop. No previous experience is
necessary to apply.
In addition, bike professor Casey Pavek will be
leading a basic bike maintenance course that will
cover the entire bike in this hands-on, informative,
fun class. Bring your own bike or tune-up one of
ours! The class will cover flat fixes, bearing systems,
wheel truing, brake and shifting adjustments. And
your bike will be dialed for spring! Six hours of
training leads to a lifetime of showing oﬀ to your
friends when they break down.
Basic Bike Maintenance Class
January 13 & 14 and February 17 & 18
6-9PM Cost 65$
Email the shop to reserve your spot.
live-it@venturenorthbwc.org
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JANUARY WORSHIP ASSISTANTS
Jan. 3rd

Jan. 10th

Jan. 17th

Jan. 24th

Jan. 31st

Greeter

Stephanie
Holloway

Stephanie
Holloway

Stephanie
Holloway

Stephanie
Holloway

Stephanie
Holloway

Reader

Nathan Johnson

Rachel Birkedal

Amy Brandt

Katrina Meyer

Alyssa Hanson

Usher

Michael Simmons
Nellie Moses

Michael Simmons
Tyrik Thompson

Tyrik Thompson
Michael Simmons

Michael Simmons

Michael Simmons

Communion

Michael Murray
Kristi Murray
Beatrice Munk

Michael Murray
Lonna Field
Beatrice Munk
Naomi Lewis

LEADERSHIP & CONTACT
REDEEMER STAFF
Kelly Chatman — Senior Pastor
612.374.4139 x 13/ 651.490.0888(h)/
pastor@redeemermpls.org
Sarah Stadie — Oﬃce Administrator/Communications
612.374.4139/ admin@redeemermpls.org
Laurie Beckman Yetzer — Bookkeeper
612.374.4139 x21/ bookkeeper@redeemermpls.org
Angela Bonfiglio — Youth Organizer and Project Coordinator
612.374.4139 x23/ angela@redeemermpls.org
Kent Goodroad, Alyssa Schwitzer

REDEEMER COUNCIL
President— Stuart Munk
Vice President—Kristi Murray
Secretary — Beth Heinly-Munk
Treasurer— Alyssa Hanson
Education— Christine Belfry Johnson
Evangelism/Outreach— Babette Chatman
Fellowship— Sara Huelle & Erskine Morrison
Service/Advocacy— Heather Nissen
Property— Mike Simmons
Stewardship— Amy Brandt
Worship, Arts & Music— Mike Murray
Youth- Lonna Field, Tyrik Thompson, Mario Locust
REDEEMER CENTER FOR LIFE STAFF

Music Ministry Team/ x 23/musicteam@redeemermpls.org
Kelly Chatman — Executive Director/ 612.374.4139 x13
Babette Chatman — Director of Properties and Housing/
612.374.4139x16
Laurie Beckman Yetzer — Financial Director/ 612.377.4476
Helen Collins — Communications Program Staﬀ/ 612.377.4476
Katherine Parent — Arts and Community Outreach/ 612.377.4476
Venture North Bike Shop/ 612.377.3029
Casey Pavek, Shop Manager
Derek Otte, Service Manager
Kendrick Hall, Youth Programing
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REDEEMER JANUARY
CALENDAR
SUNDAY

MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

SATURDAY
1

2
10:00a.m.-12:00p.m.
Men’s Group
11:00a.m.- 4:00p.m.
Breakfast Club

3
9-10a.m. Adult
Gathering
10:00 a.m. Worship &
Praise
10:30a.m. Worship
Liturgy

4
3:00-7:00p.m.
Harrison Health
Commons, Living
Room
7:00p.m. Open 12
Step Program

10
9-10a.m. Adult
Gathering
10:00 a.m. Worship &
Praise
10:30a.m. Worship
Liturgy
17
MarGn Luther King Jr.
Day
9-10a.m. Adult
Gathering
10:00 a.m. Worship &
Praise
10:30a.m. Worship
Liturgy
2:00p.m. MLK
CelebraUon
24
9-10a.m. Adult
Gathering
10:00 a.m. Worship &
Praise
10:30a.m. Worship
Liturgy

11
3:00-7:00p.m.
Harrison Health
Commons, Living
Room 7:00p.m.
Open 12 Step
Program

5

6

7

9-12pm: Busy Fingers
3:00-7:00p.m. Harrison
Health Commons,
Living Room

12

13

14

9-12pm: Busy Fingers
3:00-7:00p.m. Harrison
Health Commons,
Living Room

18
3:00-7:00p.m.
Harrison Health
Commons, Living
Room
7:00p.m. Open 12
Step Program

25
3:00-7:00p.m.
Harrison Health
Commons, Living
Room
7:00p.m. Open 12
Step Program

19

20

21

9-12pm: Busy Fingers
3:00-7:00p.m. Harrison
Health Commons,
Living Room

26
9-12pm: Busy Fingers
3:00-7:00p.m. Harrison
Health Commons,
Living Room

27

28
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9

3:00-7:00p.m.
Harrison Health
Commons, Living
Room
6:00-7:00p.m.
Yoga, Living Room

10:00a.m.-12:00p.m.
Men’s Group
11:00a.m.- 4:00p.m.
Breakfast Club

15

16

3:00-7:00p.m.
Harrison Health
Commons, Living
Room
6:00-7:00p.m.
Yoga, Living Room

10:00a.m.-12:00p.m.
Men’s Group
11:00a.m.- 4:00p.m.
Breakfast Club

22

23

3:00-7:00p.m.
Harrison Health
Commons, Living
Room
6:00-7:00p.m.
Yoga, Living Room
6:00-8:30p.m.
Harrison Healing
Harmony Open
Mic Night

10:00a.m.-12:00p.m.
Men’s Group
11:00a.m.- 4:00p.m.
Breakfast Club

29

30

3:00-7:00p.m.
Harrison Health
Commons, Living
Room
6:00-7:00p.m.
Yoga, Living Room

10:00a.m.-12:00p.m.
Men’s Group
11:00a.m.- 4:00p.m.
Breakfast Club

31
9-10a.m. Adult
Gathering
10:00 a.m. Worship &
Praise
10:30a.m. Worship
Liturgy
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IN THIS ISSUE:
CHRISTMAS STORE
CHRISTMAS PAGEANT
BLACK LIVES MATTER
COALITION
& MORE!

JOIN US!
SUNDAYS:
Adult Bible Study: 9:00 A.M.
Prayers & Praise: 10:00 A.M.
Worship: 10:30 A.M.
* Sunday School
* Nursery
Church Oﬃce Hours:
Monday-Thursday: 9:00-4:00 P.M.
Friday: 9:00 A.M.- 12:00 P.M.
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