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And though one might prevail against another, two will
withstand one. A threefold cord is not quickly broken.
Ecclesiastes 4:12
Last month, I was attending a meeting where we
discussed the recent killings of Philando Castile,
Le’Vonte Jones - the two-year-old child, and Birdell Beeks - the
grandmother who was shot sitting in her parked van. Added to this
list of tragic local incidents, we recognized the killings of police
oﬃcers in Baton Rouge, Louisiana, and Dallas, Texas, and the
indiscriminate murders in Nice, France and Orlando. One of my
colleagues in the meeting uttered the following words which captured
what we have all been experiencing when he said: “…we all feel this
big knot in our stomach.”We all want justice, and we all want a world
where everyone’s life is valued and respected.
Why, when I turn on the television, don’t I hear that in Eden Prairie,
Golden Valley, or Excelsior, someone was shot or killed during a
routine traﬃc stop? Why aren’t innocent children and grandmothers
being murdered in Plymouth, Minnetonka, or Wayzata? Don’t get me
wrong, I don’t want these things to happen to anyone, anywhere.
Racism and hatred are the creation of a severed cord. Those who
choose to pick up a weapon and take lives due to racism and hate are
disconnected from the reality of their humanity; their connection to
truth has been cut. Yet, as long as bad things don’t happen in our
neighborhood, it does not aﬀect us and it is not our problem.

Painting by Katherine Parent
for Vicar Louis Tillman. Learn
more about the painting on
page 3

I believe that the knot identified in that meeting is a reminder to
each of us that we are connected to God, and we are connected with
one another. When one of us hurts, we all hurt. When one of us is
tried on the streets, instead of in a courtroom, it happens to us all.
When a two-year-old is killed by a gunshot, we all lose a child. When
a grandmother is killed by a gunshot, we all lose a grandmother. That
knot we feel in our stomach is a reminder that we are connected to
God, and we are connected to one another.
Continued Page 2

COMMUNITY UPDATES
Continued from Page 1
In recent days we have received calls from suburban partner congregations desiring to know if we might
do something about this knot we share. We could say to them, “Come and join us at the governor’s
mansion.” We could ask them to respond to the synod’s resolution and identify a congregation member
who will help coordinate these eﬀorts of reconciliation. We could also ask them to simply travel to North
Minneapolis, spend time understanding the reality of your children and grandmothers, and invest money
that will stimulate the economy and create jobs. But for sure, let’s pray and worship together, and
continue to strengthen the cord of faith that binds and reminds us that a cord with many strands is not
easily broken.

Redeemer, I Salute You Pastor Kelly Chatman
I salute you Redeemer. Recently we gathered to say farewell to Louis Tillman, as we sent yet another intern
back to complete their training and fulfill their calling to become a pastor. Before our gathering, I was
concerned that there had been a lack of communication regarding the potluck meal. I began to question
many things. Would there be enough food for our time of fellowship following the service? Who would bring
the Jello? Who was making the hot dish? I was concerned about weather, and the fact that we do not have
air conditioning. Would there be people to fill the pews during the heat of this summer season?
As the morning unfolded, people began to show up. Hot dishes rolled in, and so did the Spirit of God that
dwells within this amazing community of faith. We were blessed to have worshiping with us a delightful
mission outreach team from Edina Community Lutheran Church. Our wonderful Intern Support Committee
arranged for Katherine Parent to produce live art throughout the service as a gift for Louis to carry with him
as a picture of Redeemer’s worship in motion. When we gathered to formally provide Louis with words of
sending, the Tuesday sewing group gifted Louis with a quilt, and other items produced in celebration of the
relationship they shared during his year with us.
Following worship, we gathered downstairs for food and fellowship and the wonderful spirit of generosity
continued. Keke, Beatrice, and Stephanie dished out food, while Stuart, Mike, Beth and others orchestrated
from the kitchen. I watched while people gathered around tables and shared the joy of being together, I felt a
deep sense of appreciation for how the Spirit shows up when we gather as a people of God.
In a few weeks, we will introduce a new intern to Redeemer. This year we will also be blessed to have two
Lutheran Volunteer Corps working at Redeemer and our non-profit, Redeemer Center for Life. Our pastoral
intern, Alissa Kretzmann, is currently on a trip to the Holy Land. Alissa recently graduated from Yale
Divinity School, and will be living in one of the apartments above Milda’s Cafe. Khadejia Norman and
LaShae Turner, will be our LVCers. Khadejia and Shae will be two of five volunteers living at the Imani LVC
house at 22nd and Emerson. Redeemer will once again serve as a host congregation, where in addition to
welcoming the volunteers, we pledge to provide local support throughout the year.
I believe one of the ways God continues to strengthen Redeemer to be a congregation where the Spirit shows
up, is through the ways we welcome people who are new to us. In worship, cookouts, potlucks, and farewell
celebrations, we witness to a time-honored biblical tradition of hospitality. When we are in service to others,
the Spirit of God shows up. Redeemer, I salute you!
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ARTICLES & NEWS
Fishing with Faith
Who will catch the big one this year? On August 20, our partners at Faith Lutheran in Waconia have
invited us to share a day of fishing and fun on Lake Waconia. Faith Lutheran will organize boats,
pontoons and bait for 25 Redeemer members of every age to experience a day on the lake catching fish,
unless you are Stuart Munk.
The fishing event is hosted by our friends at Faith and it is free to all participants. Faith will provide
fishing equipment. Each adult will need a fishing license and children and youth under the age of sixteen
do not need a fishing license.
We will carpool from Redeemer early Saturday morning and plan to arrive at Faith Lutheran by 8:00am.
EAfter lunch and a brief time on the beach at Lake Waconia, we will return to Redeemer.

John Hogan Memorials
Redeemer wishes to oﬀer our heartfelt thanks and gratitude for
the generous contributions from the family and friends of John
Hogan. In his memory they were gracious enough to donate to
our capital campaign. John helped to make Redeemer the place
it is today. He left his finger prints all over this building and our
community. He is greatly missed. This contribution will help
make much needed improvements to our facility.
Thank You! And God Bless!
Celebrating Vicar Louis
Tillman’s Year at Redeemer
On Sunday, July 24, we celebrated
our year with Pastoral Intern Louis
Tillman. We thank him for all that
he has given to the Redeemer and
larger Twin Cities community in his
year with us. Blessings to Louis as
he returns to Lutheran School of
Theology at Chicago to finish his
Masters of Divinity.

Katherine painted this picture throughout the
service. It depicts life of Redeemer and was
presented to Louis as a thank for you his time at
Redeemer.

ARTICLES & NEWS
The Carnival is coming to town and you will find the
big top located at Redeemer.

September 14-25, a huge tent, jugglers, cyclists, singers,
and dancers will occupy Redeemer’s campus. Redeemer
is blessed to host Carnival de Resistance. This is an
exceptional opportunity to share ministry under the big
top with dedicated and faithful Christian leaders from
across the United States. When the Carnival arrives in
Minneapolis, they will put up a giant tent to serve as the
big top that will feature the weekend carnival activities.

Mark Your Calendars
Redeemer and Harrison Neighborhood
Association will be hosting the annual
Block Party on Wednesday, August 17th
from 6:00-8:00pm. The Block Party is an
annual event which brings together our
community partners and neighbors to share
a meal and fellowship. There will be live
music, children’s games, a dunk tank, and
much more.
We are looking for donations. If you are
able to donate an item or would like to
volunteer at the Block Party, contact Sarah
at admin@redeemermpls.org or
612-374-4139.

Under the big top, participants will share many events,
opportunities, and training throughout the week.
Carnival leaders will provide workshops on topics such
as environmental stewardship, including water usage,
and justice, including as anti-racism. They will oﬀer
training in art, dance, movement, and juggling and antiracism. Leaders will generate faithful and thoughtful
conversation. They also will be available to lead worship;
Redeemer will worship under the big top on Sunday,
September 18. Carnival leaders are also looking for
opportunities to lead youth group workshops and adult
forums.
Carnival de Resistance serves as a witness, reminder, and
vision of the world as it can be. One of the unique ways
the carnival witnesses to the community is by simplified
living. Throughout the Carnival, leaders will sleep
outside on Redeemer grounds and utilize bicycles to
generate electricity. Carnival leaders commit to connect
with community members, including our Harrison
neighbors and First Nation/Native American peoples.
Hosting carnival Resistance is a wonderful opportunity
for Redeemer to partner with a progressive witness of
how God remains alive and active in the world.
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ARTICLES & NEWS
Redeemer
Summer
Cookout”s
Redeemer Media Team

Cook Out”s are
another opportunity
to get together and meet
more people from the
community. During the time,
you can discuss what has been
going on in the community and
in general. The food is amazing
and is made by Pastor Kelly or
is provided by volunteers
from other churches. People
who attend this event say it is
inviting, relaxing, and
everyone feels like family. It’s
open to everyone, so
definitely come out every
Wednesday until August 17,
the date of the Annual Block
Party.

Our partners, St. Phillip the Deacon, built and donated
five picnic tables to Redeemer. The picnic tables will be
used for our summer cookouts. Thank you for your
5
generous donation!

ARTICLES & NEWS
2016 Summer Camp Has
Officially Started!
Redeemer Media Team

Summer Camp is here and the
campers so far have learned many
things. Summer Camp occurs every
Monday through Thursday for six
weeks. Each week there is a
diﬀerent theme. For instance,
the first week of camp was
Kick oﬀ Week. The staﬀ and
campers introduced
themselves to each other and
played icebreaker games. The
same week, campers learned
how to make ice-cream using
fresh ingredients like
strawberries and mint. They
even went on a scavenger hunt into the community garden,
learning about diﬀerent plant life. Each week after, campers are introduced to diﬀerent themes and
learn about them. So far the campers have learned from Music Week, Bike and Olympic Week and
are currently learning about plants in Science and Gardening Week, which is focused on plants. The
campers agree that Summer Camp has been fun and full of excitement. Some of the campers’
favorite activities from camp include the home-made ice-cream and water balloon fight. The
campers will conclude the summer with Art and Leadership Week.
Intern Experience
Redeemer Media Team

Community Garden

Redeemer Media Team
Hello my name is Joshua Mendez and i am
one of the interns working with Redeemer
The garden is located just
Center for Life. I work with three other
behind the church. We use this
interns and we are part of the Media Team.
garden to make our delicious
My experience with Redeemer has been
food for the cookout’s and
educational as I have learned more about a
Friday Fire. You can plant and
camera’s functions and the diﬀerent options
grow you own vegetables. The
for a camera. I also learned how to edit both
community garden is great
photos and videos using iPhoto. When I first
because it allows local people
came to the neighborhood, I was skeptical of
to consume food that is grown
community and thought it was like any other neighborhood.
right in their neighborhood.
However, as time went by, I realized that the community was full of
positivity and a strong brotherhood. I’m looking forward to using
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the skills I have learned from this summer to help myself continue down a path of
photography.

ARTICLES & NEWS
Wedge Change Matters Success
Thank you to everyone who shopped at
Wedge Community Co-op during June and
donated to Venture North Bike and Coﬀee
shop through the Change Matters program.
Your contributions by rounding up your
purchase prices and donations resulted in
$2,483.71 for Venture North programs!
Thanks to Venture North General Manager
Casey Pavek and bike shop personnel who
helped organize the month and were present
at Wedge twice as well as to everyone who
promoted Change Matters on social media.

There’s a new
bright addition to
the front of
Redeemer. A free
little library was
added to the front
of the church this
month. We are
excited about our
new addition!

Upcoming Skill Shares with Gardening
Matters
Calling all gardeners and food enthusiasts! The
Living Room will be partnering with Gardening
Matters to host two skill shares on food
preservation. Both skill shares are free and open to
the public. All participants will meet in the Living
Room and walk over to use the Redeemer kitchen
for food preparation. Participants are welcome and
encouraged to bring their own produce to can and
their own knowledge to share. Canning materials
and extra produce will be provided by Gardening
Matters for participant use. Please contact Helen at
612-374-4139 or helen@redeeemercenter.org to
register.
Events
Tomato Canning Skill Share: Saturday, August 20,
10am-1pm
Pickling Skill Share: Saturday, September 3,
10am-1pm
Friday Fire: Pizza Oven Event
Redeemer Media Team

At the Open Oven event people from the
community came to the oven and made
their very own pizza. When I asked them
what they like most about the event their
words were “ great place for the
community to have fun and get to know
each other better .” They used vegetables
that people brought or from the
community garden. Everyone got
along nicely and they were kind to
New Landscape around Redeemer
each other. The elders were assisting
Metro Bloom and Youth Conservation Corps Minnesota & Iowa
the children in making the pizza.
dug up the boulevards around Redeemer. The boulevards were
While I was there, I felt like I was a
then replaced with salt and drought tolerant plants to create a
part of the community.
beautiful and more sustainable landscape. There was a lot of hard
work that went into creating the new sustainable boulevards.
Thank you to Metro Blooms for bringing this project to
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Redeemer.

MARCH WORSHIP ASSISTANTS
August 7

August 14

August 21

August 28

Greeter

Stephanie
Holloway

Stephanie
Holloway

Stephanie
Holloway

Stephanie
Holloway

Reader

Sarah Kretschmann

Lonna Field

Nathan Johnson

Kendrick Hall

Usher

Michael Simmons
Nellie Moses

Michael Simmons
Tyrik Thompson

Tyrik Thompson
Michael Simmons

Michael Simmons

Communion

Michael Murray
Kristi Murray

Michael Murray
Lonna Field

LEADERSHIP & CONTACT
REDEEMER STAFF
Kelly Chatman — Senior Pastor
612.374.4139 x 13/ 651.490.0888(h)/
pastor@redeemermpls.org
Sarah Stadie — Oﬃce Administrator/Communications
612.374.4139/ admin@redeemermpls.org
Helen Collins — Program Staﬀ/ Communications
612.374.4139 x24/ helen@redeemercenter.org
Laurie Beckman Yetzer — Bookkeeper
612.374.4139 x21/ bookkeeper@redeemermpls.org
Angela Bonfiglio — Youth Organizer and Project Coordinator

REDEEMER COUNCIL
President — Jeﬀ Felton
Vice President —Phillip Hussong
Secretary — Yordanos Martin
Treasurer — Alyssa Hanson
Education — Christine Belfry Johnson
Evangelism/Outreach — Kristen Gilbert
Fellowship — Kendrick Dwight
Service/Advocacy — Heather Nissen
Property — Mike Simmons
Stewardship — Amy Brandt
Worship, Arts & Music — Mike Murray
Youth — Mario Locust
REDEEMER CENTER FOR LIFE STAFF

612.374.4139 x23/ angela@redeemermpls.org
Kent Goodroad, Alyssa Schwitzer
Music Ministry Team/ x 23/musicteam@redeemermpls.org

Kelly Chatman — Executive Director/ 612.374.4139 x13
Babette Chatman — Director of Properties and Housing/
612.374.4139x16
Laurie Beckman Yetzer — Financial Director/ 612.377.4476
Helen Collins — Communications Program Staﬀ/ 612.377.4476
Katherine Parent — Arts and Community Outreach/ 612.377.4476
Venture North Bike Shop/ 612.377.3029
Casey Pavek, Shop Manager
Derek Otte, Service Manager
Kendrick Hall, Assistant Manager
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REDEEMER AUGUST
CALENDAR
SUNDAY

MONDAY

TUESDAY
1

10:00a.m-2:30p.m.
Redeemer Summer
Camp
3:00-6:00p.m.
Harrison Health
Commons, Living
Room
7:00p.m. Open 12
Step Program

WEDNESDAY
2

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

3

4

9-12pm: Busy Fingers
10:00a.m-2:30p.m.
10:00a.m-2:30p.m.
Redeemer Summer
Redeemer Summer
Camp
Camp
3:00-7:00p.m. Harrison
Health Commons,
Living Room
6:00-8:00p.m. NaKonal
Night Out Cookout

10:00a.m-2:30p.m.
Redeemer Summer
Camp
6:00-7:00p.m.
Zumba, Fellowship
Hall

7

8

9

10

11

9-10a.m. Adult
Gathering
10:00 a.m. Worship &
Praise
10:30a.m. Worship
Liturgy

10:00a.m-2:30p.m.
Redeemer Summer
Camp
3:00-6:00p.m.
Harrison Health
Commons, Living
Room
7:00p.m. Open 12
Step Program

9-12pm: Busy Fingers
10:00a.m-2:30p.m.
Redeemer Summer
Camp
3:00-7:00p.m. Harrison
Health Commons,
Living Room

10:00a.m-2:30p.m.
Redeemer Summer
Camp
6:00-8:00p.m.
Summer Cookout

10:00a.m-2:30p.m.
Redeemer Summer
Camp
6:00-7:00p.m.
Zumba, Fellowship
Hall

14

15

16

17

18

9-10a.m. Adult
Gathering
10:00 a.m. Worship &
Praise
10:30a.m. Worship
Liturgy

21
9-10a.m. Adult
Gathering
10:00 a.m. Worship &
Praise
10:30a.m. Worship
Liturgy

28
9-10a.m. Adult
Gathering
10:00 a.m. Worship &
Praise
10:30a.m. Worship
Liturgy

3:00-6:00p.m.
Harrison Health
Commons, Living
Room
7:00p.m. Open 12
Step Program

22
3:00-6:00p.m.
Harrison Health
Commons, Living
Room
7:00p.m. Open 12
Step Program

29
3:00-6:00p.m.
Harrison Health
Commons, Living
Room
7:00p.m. Open 12
Step Program

9-12pm: Busy Fingers
3:00-7:00p.m. Harrison
Health Commons,
Living Room

23

6:00-8:00p.m.
Redeemer
Harrison Annual
Block Party

6:00-7:00p.m.
Zumba, Fellowship
Hall

24

9-12pm: Busy Fingers
3:00-7:00p.m. Harrison
Health Commons,
Living Room

30
9-12pm: Busy Fingers
3:00-7:00p.m. Harrison
Health Commons,
Living Room

25
6:00-7:00p.m.
Zumba, Fellowship
Hall

SATURDAY
5

6

6:00-7:00p.m.
10:00a.m.-12:00p.m.
Yoga, Living
Men’s Group
Room
6:00p.m. Open
12 Step Program

12

13

6:00-7:00p.m.
10:00a.m.-12:00p.m.
Yoga, Living
Men’s Group
Room
6:00p.m. Open
12 Step Program

19

20

6:00-7:00p.m.
Yoga, Living
Room
6:00p.m. Open
12 Step Program

Faith/Redeemer
Fishing Trip,
Waconia MN
10:00a.m.-12:00p.m.
Men’s Group
10:00a.m.-1:00p.m.
Tomato Canning Skill
Class, Fellowship
Hall

26

27

6:00-7:00p.m.
10:00a.m.-12:00p.m.
Yoga, Living
Men’s Group
Room
6:00p.m. Open
12 Step Program

31
6:00-7:00p.m.
Zumba, Fellowship
Hall
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IN THIS ISSUE:
SUMMER CAMP UPDATE

JOIN US!
SUNDAYS:

FAREWELL TO VICAR TILLMAN

Adult Bible Study: 9:00 A.M.

& MORE!

Prayers & Praise: 10:00 A.M.
Worship: 10:30 A.M.
* Sunday School
* Nursery
Church Oﬃce Hours:
Monday-Thursday: 9:00-4:00 P.M.
Friday: 9:00 A.M.- 12:00 P.M.
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