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The cross challenges us to understand God in all of God’s
fullness. To understand the cross is to see God in the fuller
picture. Absent from the cross is an incomplete picture of
God, a culturally bound picture of God. Jesus took this cruel
and inhumane instrument of death and destruction, a tool
designed to break, humiliate and destroy and he took this.
symbol on himself all the way to the grave. Neither life nor
death can separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus.
It is easy to understand God through the lens of our culture. It is easy to
believe God is with us when we think we are on the winning side. It is,
however, an incomplete picture if we only think God is with us when our sons
and our daughters bring home the perfect report card, go to college, play the
first chair, score the winning goal, have clean clothes and health care. Our
culture tells us God is with us when we live in a safe neighborhood and our
parent is the owner of a business, a senior advisor and the person to whom
people listen. Culture tells us God is with us when the picture of power and
success is skewed in our direction. What about the rest of the picture? What
does culture tell to us about God when cancer invades the circle of our family?
Where is God when immigration, drug and alcohol abuse, incarceration,
divorce, disease and death enter into our lives?
God is with us in the full circle of life, dust to dust, ashes to ashes. The
cross reminds us that neither death nor life, nothing can separate us from
God.

Artwork created by Katherine
Parent during the Maundy
Thursday Service at Westwood
Lutheran Church.

One of my favorite movies is about the life of the singer Ray Charles. In
the movie, he was a little boy when he began to lose his eye sight. There is a
scene when Ray Charles’ mother is standing at the stove in their little one
story house. Ray is adjusting to his loss of sight and stumbles to his knees as
he is entering the house. Just as he falls to the floor, the camera shows his
mother as she instinctively begins to help Ray, but she realizes he needs to
learn to help himself. His mother decides to stand perfectly still. Ray is lying
on the floor frustrated and feeling hurt. Then, the camera turns to the
window where a hummingbird is flying in place. Ray’s head suddenly turns
toward the hummingbird, as if he is somehow able to follow its movement.
Then the camera pans to follow a cricket as it walks across the floor and Ray’s
head turns to follow the movement of the cricket. Then dramatically, Ray’s
head turns toward his mother who has been standing perfectly still and he
says, “I know you are there”.
This is the reality of the cross; it is confidence in knowing, in spite of the
challenge we may face in life, God is there. Though life may break us and
bring us to our knees, the cross enables us to say, “God, I know you are there.”
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COMMUNITY UPDATES
FROM THE INTERN Louis Tillman
36

You need to persevere so that when you have done the will of God, you will
receive what he has promised. 37 For,
“In just a little while,
he who is coming will come
and will not delay.”
-Hebrews 10:36-37-

Last year, I was serving at a congregation in the Chatham Neighborhood, which resides on the
Southside of Chicago. My mentor pastor was Dr. Rev. Lawrence J. Clark, Jr. In his Easter Sunday
sermon, he said something to our congregation that inspired us to take bold and daring risk by leaning
on the Lord. He simply reminded us that we as a church cannot think of Easter as just a daylong
celebration, but as a season of celebrations that will prepare us as we continue to build the Kingdom of
God.
Easter isn’t a day, but a season of celebration. I hadn’t heard it described that way. This allows me
to think about that season before we go into the season of Pentecost. How do we as Christians live
throughout the season of Easter? How do we share the good news of Christ to those who are
oppressed? How do we provide hope to the hopeless? Where are we turning trials into triumphs
through all of the experiences which we encounter? A new season is a new and fresh slate upon which
we as children of God will embark.
As we go forth into this Easter season, I challenge us to think of the ways in which we walk by. How can
we bring the season of Easter into the lives of those we walk among? How can we be agents of change in
this new season? I think that God has a special journey for us all during this season.
During the time I was living in Chicago, I wasn’t sure how God would use me in a year. I felt
similar to Doubting Thomas, because I was always wondering what my next steps were going to look like,
and what challenges or obstacles would I need to overcome so that I could get there. I couldn’t visually
see what God had in store for me, but I never let go of God’s unchanging hand. We as the body of
Christ will move into unknown places and areas that are uncomfortable when we decide to move in
unison to follow the mission that God has called us to follow. We may never see the fruits of our labor,
but we must understand that change doesn’t happen on our time alone. God truly doesn’t give us what
we can handle, but God always helps us to handle what we’ve been given.
David once said in Psalm 23:6, “Surely your goodness and unfailing love will pursue me all the
days of my life, and I will live in the house of the LORD forever.” Surely, God will cover us with his
favor and grace in all the ways that we walk into the season of Easter. Surely, we will go through the
same test and trials that we encountered during the season of Lent, but God is still guiding us through
the struggle. Surely, we will feel like our backs are against the wall in some situations, but that's alright
because God has something better for us on the other side of that wall. Surely, there will be times where
people don’t want to hear the tune that we are trying to sing, but you can always be a testament to what
can happen the moment you follow your heart, always keeping the faith in the moments where it turns
dark. God is with us in this season of Easter and we are allowed to be courageous and take risk by
remembering our baptism and authentically being who we are as a body of Christ. For when it’s all said
and done, Jesus will have the final say over all of our lives.
Message in Brief: Trust God even when His answer is “not yet.” He knows what you can handle
and is using where you are to prepare you for where you are going! –Hebrews 10:36-372

ARTICLES & NEWS
Family Bike Ride to Holy Hoops Tournament
Join us on Sunday, April 3 at 1:00 PM at Venture North (1830
Glenwood Ave N) for a relaxed pace, family fun ride around the city to
Augsburg College (Si Melby Hall – 715 23rd Ave S) to cheer on and
support Redeemer Lutheran Church ELCA - North Minneapolis'
two basketball teams in a tournament. Our teams are hoping to bring
home the trophy. Please, come and support our Youth!
RSVP Here:
https://www.facebook.com/events/1687912338144573/

Fashionistas Fashion show
In March, Redeemer Youth Handmade entrepreneurial program
began a new project for younger youth called Fashionistas. The
group is made up of 10 girls, ages 6-12, with the goal of having fun,
nurturing participants’ creativity, and building confidence and self-esteem. During the project,
each girl will redesign one outfit made up of pieces donated and scavenged at thrift shops.
Group leaders have taken the girls thrift shopping and will mentor each participant as they
design, cut, paint and sew their outfits and accessories together. Their finished designs will be
displayed and modeled at final fashion show, which will take place on Sunday, April 24th,
following church service. A meal will be provided for family members and attendees.
Congregation and community members are invited to come out and support these young
people in their creative and entrepreneurial endeavors.

Invitation to Understanding Stewardship - Amy Brandt
Redeemer will be hosting a Stewardship Workshop on April 17, after worship at 12:00 pm. We hope you
will join us! All ages are welcome and food will be provided. Bob Hulteen, Director of Stewardship from
the Minneapolis Area Synod - ELCA will be facilitating the workshop.
We will explore the following questions: What is a steward, and what is stewardship? How do we live out
our role and responsibility as stewards at Redeemer, our church?
A long time ago, someone like us came to the faithful realization: All that we have and all that we are is
God’s. We are the Lord’s, created in God’s own image. In addition to the gift of our lives, God has given
each of us gifts (talents, time, treasures) to share with all God’s creation. God wants and needs us to share
what is God’s. We are God’s Stewards, God’s caretakers that are called to share God’s resources, as if they
are our very own.
We hope you will join the conversation on April 17! God bless you on this journey.
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ARTICLES & NEWS
Maundy Thursday Service at
Westwood Lutheran Church

Painting by Katherine Parent,
which she created throughout the
worship service.

Redeemer member, Bishop Emeritus Mark
Hanson preached during the Maundy
Thursday service, with Katherine Parent
painting in the background.

Redeemer member, Agape (David
Scherer) performed during the
service.

Easter Sunday
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ARTICLES & NEWS
Empty Tomb Reflections by Pastor Kelly
Some of us stay at the cross,
some of us wait at the tomb,
Quickened and raised with Christ
yet lingering still in the gloom.
Some of us 'bide at the Passover feast
with Pentecost all unknown,
The triumphs of grace in the heavenly place
that our Lord has made His own.
If the Christ who died had stopped at the cross,
His work had been incomplete.
If the Christ who was buried had stayed in the tomb,
He had only known defeat,
But the way of the cross never stops at the cross
and the way of the tomb leads on
To victorious grace in the heavenly place
where the risen Lord has gone.
Annie Johnson Flint
Last month, I pulled out my old and
faithful bag of trick during the children’s
message time. It’s the trick where I take an
empty paper bag and have the children
pretend to throw an invisible ball and I
pretend to catch the ball in the bag. Believe
me it works. It works because it captures
the children’s curiosity and leaves them
wanting to know, “How do you do that?”
Easter resurrection, when Mary
Magdalene and the disciples approached the
tomb and it was empty, must have left those
first followers with the question, “How did Jesus do that?” How did Jesus, after dying
on the cross, rise from the dead? The empty tomb has been the question and
challenge for the church ever since the first Easter morning. How do we do it?
How can good and faithful going people get involved in Black Lives Matter?
How can people from diﬀerent racial, cultural and sexual backgrounds celebrate community together? How do young and
old people, suburban and urban and churched and unchurched people celebrate faith together? How can we do that?
The answer is at the empty tomb, where we experience what it means to live as God’s Easter people. As Easter people we
walk and worship as followers of Jesus, who sacrificed his life in order that we might celebrate life in all its fullness. The
empty tomb is where we gather as a diverse community from all walks of life.
Why do we come to the tomb not seeing or experiencing life in the same ways? Why do some of us arrive with little
experience, discussing race, conflict and guilt? Why do others arrive hungry for the opportunity to engage in authentic
relationship? Why do some arrive at the tomb comfortable marching, protesting in solidarity with those who struggle,
empathizing with those who view police as abusers of authority? Why do others arrive at the tomb believing police to be
servants and guardians of peace?
The answer is, in many ways, the tomb is a kind of mirror where we arrive expecting to see ourselves and our own
self- interest. What we experience instead is an empty tomb. So what are we to do? We turn our attention to Jesus, the son
of God who gave his life in order that we might have new life.
No paper bag, just an empty tomb. We gather each seeking to answer the question, “How do you do that?” The answer is
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in Jesus, who is risen from the dead!

ARTICLES & NEWS
Upcoming Opportunities at Bread Oven and
Community Garden
As the weather gets warmer, Redeemer and
neighborhood leaders are looking forward to connecting with
community and sharing great food around the community
garden and bread oven! There are a lot of opportunities for
neighbors and congregation members to get involved in these
powerful resources.
Oven “Big Build” and Garden Clean-up
Saturday, April 2, 11am-3pm and Sunday, April 3, 1pm-5pm
Bring any spare tools, nails and wood you have to engage in
this fun DIY building project to create permanent wood storage and
a prep counter to assist with future bread oven events. Community
gardeners are also invited to share their expertise and weigh in on
garden planning as we clean up the plots and prepare the soil for
planting. Many hands make light work, so volunteers are encouraged
to help whenever they can Saturday or Sunday. Pizza will be made
available to volunteers to show our appreciation.
Baking Workshop - Unleavened and Flat Breads
Saturday, April 23rd, 10am-2pm
In celebration of Passover, Ross Saﬀord and Katherine Parent
will be leading a workshop on baking flat breads. Suggested donation
for the class is $5.
If you are interested in participating in any of these events, or if
you would like to find out how you can volunteer at the bread oven or
community garden, please contact Helen at 612-374-4139 or
helen@redeemercenter.org.

Seeking Volunteers for RAP
Redeemer Afterschool Program is seeking additional volunteers for the final 6 weeks of the
2015-2016 school year. Every Tuesday from 4:30-6:30pm, Redeemer’s youth staﬀ is able to provide
interesting programming and nutritious meals to young people with the help of many dedicated
volunteers from Redeemer Lutheran Church, residents of RCFL properties and partner
congregations. On average, around 15 youth from Harrison neighborhood attend the program each
week. RAP 2015-2016 ends May 10. If you would like to help mentor youth or provide meals on
Tuesday nights as part of this important, fun program, please contact the RCFL oﬃce at
612-377-4476 or admin@redeemermpls.org.
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ARTICLES & NEWS
Congratulations to the New Young Bike Mechanics!
Venture North rounded out its final week of the All About Bikes
mechanic training program in March. Four young people
completed the course, three of whom will be hired as assistant
mechanics in the shop this summer! Since Venture North opened
in 2011, 30 young people have received bike mechanic training
through All About Bikes, and 12 have since gained employment at
Venture North or other bike shops in the Twin Cities.

Good Old Bikes Needed!
Venture North is calling for donations of used bikes in good condition to refurbish for
discount sale or use for youth programming. Part of the mission of the bike and coﬀee
shop is to engage community members around biking by making it accessible and
aﬀordable to everyone. When you donate a bike, it serves as a learning tool on which
young mechanics practice their trade, a reliable and ecological form of transportation, and
a means of raising funds to support programs for youth empowerment. So, as you start to
pull your bike out of storage and realize you’ve outgrown it, please consider giving it new
life by donating it to Venture North. They can also help you find a new one that fits your
needs!
Free, Confidential HIV Testing
Guess What?
Redeemer Center for Life is hosting a day of free and confidential HIV testing. The Aliveness Project
and the Health Commons are joining forces to bring this incredible service to the community on May
10th, 1-7pm.
Why Get Tested?
North Minneapolis has the highest concentration of people who are HIV positive in the state of
Minnesota.
Why Get Tested Now?
It’s better to know. It's normal to feel worried about HIV. But why let yourself fear the unknown?
Testing early for HIV can help put your mind at ease and reduce the anxiety of not knowing.
How Do I Get Tested?
Testing will be on a walk-in basis and take place in the Redeemer Center for Life oﬃce, 350 Logan Ave.
N Suite #201. Just ring the buzzer for #201 at the door of the building to be let in. Volunteers will be
present with signs to help participants find their way. Food and seating will be available in the waiting
room. You do NOT need insurance to be tested.
Whether your result is negative, or positive, it's always better to know so that you can move on with
your life, or start treatment if necessary. And remember, your result may not be what you expect.
So come out and get tested on May 10th!
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APRIL WORSHIP ASSISTANTS
April 3

April 10

April 17

April 24

Greeter

Stephanie
Holloway

Stephanie
Holloway

Stephanie
Holloway

Stephanie
Holloway

Reader

Stuart Munk

Sarah Kretchmann

Rachel Birkedal

Nathan Johnson

Usher

Michael Simmons
Mike Terras

Michael Simmons
Tyrik Thompson

Tyrik Thompson
Mike Terras

Michael Simmons
Tyrik Thompson

Communion

Michael Murray
Alexie Pennie

Michael Murray
Kristi Murray
Bea Munk

LEADERSHIP & CONTACT
REDEEMER STAFF
Kelly Chatman — Senior Pastor
612.374.4139 x 13/ 651.490.0888(h)/
pastor@redeemermpls.org
Sarah Stadie — Oﬃce Administrator/Communications
612.374.4139/ admin@redeemermpls.org
Helen Collins — Program Staﬀ/ Communications
612.374.4139 x24/ helen@redeemercenter.org
Laurie Beckman Yetzer — Bookkeeper
612.374.4139 x21/ bookkeeper@redeemermpls.org
Angela Bonfiglio — Youth Organizer and Project Coordinator

REDEEMER COUNCIL
President — Jeﬀ Felton
Vice President —Phillip Hussong
Secretary — Yordanos Martin
Treasurer — Alyssa Hanson
Education — Christine Belfry Johnson
Evangelism/Outreach — Kristen Gilbert
Fellowship — Kendrick Dwight
Service/Advocacy — Heather Nissen
Property — Mike Simmons
Stewardship — Amy Brandt
Worship, Arts & Music — Mike Murray
Youth — Mario Locust
REDEEMER CENTER FOR LIFE STAFF

612.374.4139 x23/ angela@redeemermpls.org
Kent Goodroad, Alyssa Schwitzer
Music Ministry Team/ x 23/musicteam@redeemermpls.org

Kelly Chatman — Executive Director/ 612.374.4139 x13
Babette Chatman — Director of Properties and Housing/
612.374.4139x16
Laurie Beckman Yetzer — Financial Director/ 612.377.4476
Helen Collins — Communications Program Staﬀ/ 612.377.4476
Katherine Parent — Arts and Community Outreach/ 612.377.4476
Venture North Bike Shop/ 612.377.3029
Casey Pavek, Shop Manager
Derek Otte, Service Manager
Kendrick Hall, Assistant Manager
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REDEEMER APRIL
CALENDAR
SUNDAY

MONDAY

TUESDAY

3
9-10a.m. Adult
Gathering
10:00 a.m. Worship &
Praise
10:30a.m. Worship
Liturgy
1:00p.m. Family Bike
Ride to Tournament
12:00-5:00p.m. Holy
Hoops Tournament

4
3:00-7:00p.m.
Harrison Health
Commons, Living
Room
7:00p.m. Open 12
Step Program

10
9-10a.m. Adult
Gathering
10:00 a.m. Worship &
Praise
10:30a.m. Worship
Liturgy

17
9-10a.m. Adult
Gathering
10:00 a.m. Worship &
Praise
10:30a.m. Worship
Liturgy

24
9-10a.m. Adult
Gathering
10:00 a.m. Worship &
Praise
10:30a.m. Worship
Liturgy
12:00a.m. Fashionistas
Fashion

11
3:00-7:00p.m.
Harrison Health
Commons, Living
Room 7:00p.m.
Open 12 Step
Program

WEDNESDAY

5

THURSDAY

6

9-12pm: Busy Fingers
3:00-7:00p.m. Harrison
Health Commons,
Living Room

12

3:00-7:00p.m.
Harrison Health
Commons, Living
Room
7:00p.m. Open 12
Step Program

25
3:00-7:00p.m.
Harrison Health
Commons, Living
Room
7:00p.m. Open 12
Step Program

19

13

9-12pm: Busy Fingers
3:00-7:00p.m. Harrison
Health Commons,
Living Room

14
6:00-7:00p.m.
Zumba

20

9-12pm: Busy Fingers
3:00-7:00p.m. Harrison
Health Commons,
Living Room

26

7
6:00-7:00p.m.
Zumba

9-12pm: Busy Fingers
3:00-7:00p.m. Harrison
Health Commons,
Living Room

18

FRIDAY

21
6:00-7:00p.m.
Zumba

27

28
6:00-7:00p.m.
Zumba

SATURDAY
1

2

6:00-7:00p.m.
Yoga, Living Room
6:00p.m. Open 12
Step Program

10:00a.m.-12:00p.m.
Men’s Group
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9

6:00-7:00p.m.
Yoga, Living Room
6:00p.m. Open 12
Step Program

10:00a.m.-12:00p.m.
Men’s Group

15

16

6:00-7:00p.m.
Yoga, Living Room
6:00p.m. Open 12
Step Program

10:00a.m.-12:00p.m.
Men’s Group

22

23

6:00-7:00p.m.
Yoga, Living Room
6:00p.m. HCubed, Venture
North
6:00p.m. Open 12
Step Program
6:00-8:00p.m.
Oven Event

10:00a.m.-12:00p.m.
Men’s Group
10:00a.m.-2:00p.m.
Baking Workshop

29

30

6:00-7:00p.m.
Yoga, Living Room
6:00p.m. Open 12
Step Program

10:00a.m.-12:00p.m.
Men’s Group
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EASTER SUNDAY PHOTOS

JOIN US!
SUNDAYS:

BREAD OVEN EVENTS

Adult Bible Study: 9:00 A.M.

& MORE!

Prayers & Praise: 10:00 A.M.
Worship: 10:30 A.M.
* Sunday School
* Nursery
Church Oﬃce Hours:
Monday-Thursday: 9:00-4:00 P.M.
Friday: 9:00 A.M.- 12:00 P.M.
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